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            When scholars look for anticipations of classical liberal, Austrian, and libertarian ideas in early Chinese thought, attention usually focuses not on the Confucians, but on the Taoists, particularly on Laozi (Laotzu), reputed author of the Taoist classic Daodejing (Tao Te Ching). For example, David Boaz’s Libertarian Reader is subtitled “Classic and Contemporary Writings from Lao-tzu to Milton Friedman.” In Libertarianism: A Primer, Boaz identifies Laozi as the “first known libertarian.” No Confucian thinker makes an appearance in either work. Murray Rothbard likewise declares, in the first chapter of his History of Economic Thought: “The Taoists were the world’s first libertarians, who believed in virtually no interference by the state in economy or society, and the Confucians were middle-of-the-roaders on this critical issue”— coming from Rothbard, this characterization of Confucianism amounts to irrevocable damnation and consignment to outer darkness.
Volume 17, Number 3 (2003)
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        The “racial equality” debates are characterized by evolving concepts and terminology in a constant search for better ways to express the ideals and values of the protagonists. The mantras of...
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        Many Americans care about the dangers of mass immigration. Are they right to be concerned? In what follows, I’ll try to show that they are right. Immigration of elements hostile to American values...
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        Even Republican stalwarts like current Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell are starting to notice that something is shifting in the party. While McConnell announced recently that he would step down...
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        The ongoing Israeli-Palestine conflict continues to captivate podcasters and listeners. So, Lex Friedman tapped into this interest by assembling a panel of experts to debate the issue. However, his...
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        I recently attended the Austrian Economics Research Conference, which is held annually at the Mises Institute on the campus of Auburn University. After an inspiring day of presentations, I began my...
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          Roderick T. Long is a senior fellow of the Mises Institute and a professor of philosophy at Auburn University. He runs...
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        Volume 6, No. 1 (Spring 2003) Ethics and economics need to learn from one another. But what is it, precisely, that needs to be learned? Here Yeager's answer is more controversial; he defends what...
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        An introduction by Roderick T. Long to the 21st volume of the Journal of Libertarian Studies. As mentioned above, this issue focuses on the anarchy/minarchy debate. Volume 21, Number 1 (2007)
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