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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 John Locke and the Ethics of Belief by Nicholas Wolterstorff
 
	 John Marshall
 

 
 
 Nicholas Wolterstorff. John Locke and the Ethics of Belief. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1996. N.P.
 
  This book scintillatingly reorients our attention from the empiricism of Book Two to Book Four of the Essay Concerning Human Understanding. Wolterstorff proclaims Locke one of the “great rationalists of the Western tradition” because of Locke’s emphasis therein that humans need to let “Reason” be their guide. He emphasizes that Locke’s major consideration was given to belief and not to knowledge, and argues convincingly that Locke was concerned with reform of “doxastic practices,” or the ways of using our belief-forming habits. For Wolterstorff, Locke was a “culturally engaged” philosopher responding to the cultural crisis of early modern Europe, in which the fracture of tradition and warfare had created a need to define the nature and scope of knowledge and opinion and to promote peacefulness. Locke’s concern with preventing people from “imposing on themselves” is linked appropriately to his concern with preventing them from imposing on others.
 Wolterstorff stresses elegantly and incisively that Locke wished humans to try their best to acquire true beliefs, and to proportion their level of confidence in propositions to the probability of those propositions on satisfactory evidence, guided by Reason, while recognizing that many people had little “opportunity of knowledge and enquiry” and were often obliged not to do their best about beliefs because other duties had a [End Page 468] primary call on their energies. For Locke, only for beliefs of maximal “concernment”— certain fundamental matters of morality and religion—were all humans therefore obligated to do their best. Here the analysis of the Essay is enriched considerably by extensive discussions of Locke’s Conduct of the Understanding and occasional but perceptive reference to Locke’s other works, such as The Reasonableness of Christianity. Locke’s recognition of the limitations upon enquiry and knowledge for the “greatest part” of the population are indicated thereby.
 Wolterstorff’s study exemplifies the value of approaching philosophy with an awareness of how contexts help to shape texts. He often discusses Locke as if he were a conversation partner for modern philosophy, however, and his analysis includes illuminating reflections on the thought of Chisholm, Albert, Alston, and others. Wolterstorff indicates many weaknesses in Locke’s arguments, and shows where some can be improved upon. A particularly fine and taut chapter shows that Hume improved on Locke’s account of doing one’s best to get in touch with reality because Hume showed that inductive inference gives the best access to a range of facts inaccessible by Locke’s method.
 Wolterstorff’s concluding chapter offers reflections on modernity and subjectivity that are framed partly in Hegelian terms. He contrasts Descartes’s commitment to a project of scientia for the intellectual elite and Locke’s insistence that all sane human beings must, as Hegel puts it, “acknowledge and scrutinise in their own thoughts whatever is said to be normative.” This is interesting. But many readers will find that modernity and meaningful subjectivity involve a wider scope and more opportunities for enquiry and education than Locke thought possible. J. B. Schneewind’s important The Invention of Autonomy (Cambridge, 1998) tells the story of the emergence of modernity and subjectivity with a rather different accent, indicating that the crucial stress on the autonomy of all individuals comes later than Locke, with Kant.
 Wolterstorff identifies two sides to Locke’s genius: he is both a visionary and a philosophical craftsman. The visionary is often undercut by the explanations and qualifications of the craftsman. This understanding of Locke is extraordinarily suggestive, providing many interesting ways of reading the Essay. It should be equally provocative for those whose interests in Locke lie in his other works; Locke’s tolerationist arguments, for instance, might be analyzed valuably in this light. We are now at a moment where the kind of sophisticated analysis of rhetoric recently utilized by Quentin Skinner and others in analyzing Hobbes’s works needs to be applied to Locke’s thought in the Essay and elsewhere. There should be a place in such an analysis for a sense of the...
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