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                This important collection contains Rae Langton’s key papers on pornography, objectification, and solipsism. Most of the essays have been previously published and have gone on to define feminist philosophical debates on the three focal notions around which the book revolves. In addition, Langton has included three previously unpublished essays in the collection — valuable additions to her already existing substantial body of work.
In the introduction, Langton identifies two kinds of solipsism that are relevant for her purposes. First, Cartesian epistemological solipsism, where (putatively) knowing solitary subjects treat others as non-knowing subjects or automata. Second, Kantian moral solipsism, where autonomous subjects treat others as mere tools or objects to be used for their own ends (pp. 1–2). Langton takes both solipsisms to be found in pornography’s treatment of women as mere sex objects, and many of the essays investigate this connection.
By pornography, Langton means something very specific. She endorses and defends Catherine MacKinnon’s definition of pornography as the ‘graphic sexually explicit subordination of women in pictures or words that also includes women dehumanized as sexual objects, things, or commodities’ (p. 4). For MacKinnon and Langton, pornography not only causes subordination and silencing of women: it is the subordination and silencing of women. The first essay (‘Speech Acts and Unspeakable Acts’) contains the by-now classic defence of these constitutive claims. Langton appeals to J. L. Austin’s speech act theory and argues that pornographic speech illocutionarily subordinates women and silences their speech. It does the former in ranking women as inferior, legitimating discrimination against them, and depriving women of important rights to do with free speech (p. 40). This last point connects to illocutionary silencing. Pornographic speech does not prevent women from making utterances (so, there is no locutionary silencing). Rather, pornographic speech may create communicative conditions that result in illocutionary disablement of women’s speech. In particular, this may be with respect to women’s refusals of unwanted sex: if pornographic speech prevents the locution ‘No!’ from being seen to be a refusal in a sexual context, due to which sex is forced on the speaker, she has not successfully performed the illocutionary speech act of refusing the unwanted sex (pp. 53–4). In this case, there may be a free speech argument against pornography.
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