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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  488 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY ~7:3 JULY 1989 Berticksichtigung auch des theologischen Hintergrundes, vor dem die Auseinandersetzung mit der Common-sense-Philosophie erfolgt; Kuehn beweist hier seine Fiihigkeit, i~ber den engeren Rahmen philosophischen Denkens hinahs das Ganze eines komplexen rezeptionsgeschichtlichen Vorgangs vor Augen zu bringen (vgl. vor allem die recta-ratio-Er6rterung mit ihren Linien zu Paulus, Augustinus, Luther, S. ~58). Kuehns gut geschriebenes, klar argumentierendes Buch leistet philosophiegeschichtliche Pionierarbeit, Das Denken im Deutschland der zweiten Hiflfte des 18. Jahrhunderts gewinnt dutch dieses Buch sch~irfere Kontur; Kuehn relativiert vor allem die oftmals aUzu hart gegeneinander ausgespielten rationalistischen und empiristischen Tendenzen. Dies gilt in besonderem MaBe ftir die neue Deutung der Entstehungsgeschichte des Kantischen Kritizismus: gerade der Aufweis, dab Kant in einem direkten Denkgespr~ch mit den Schotten seine Revolution der Denkungsart vollbrachte, sch~irft den Blick ftir die historische Individualitlit des Kritizismus. Manfred Kuehn hat ein Standardwerk geschrieben. Die Erforschung der deutschen Philosophie im Zeitalter der Aufkl~rung ebenso wie die Erforschung des Ursprungs der Kantischen Transzendentalphilosophie sind um ein erhebliches Stiick weiter vorangekommen. RUDOLF MALTER Universi~t Mainz Merold Westphal. Kierkegaard's Critique of Reason and Society. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 1987. Pp. xii + t29. NP. This pleasant and readable book consists of seven essays, all but one of which have been previously published. While the first chapter seems to have little bearing on Kierkegaard, the other essays deal with his politics, social philosophy, relation to Hegel , etc. The tone is popular, and the work is not intended for a highly specialized audience; the author seems as innocent of the Danish language as is this reviewer. The fine essay on Hegel presents Kierkegaard's ambiguous relation to that German dialectician. Kierkegaard is in entire agreement with Hegel that reason at once reduces its object to a part of itself (65), to a mere concept, Begriff (68). Kierkegaard has been entirely convinced (or, one might say, victimized) by Hegel that absolute reason, as exhibited in rationalist, idealist philosophy, gives a correct picture of human reason itself. This alone justifies Kierkegaard's opposition to speculative thought. He never suspected that reason might be used from faith and within faith, as it had been from the third to the seventeenth centuries. And Westphal rather misses the diabolical, Satanic absolute character of Hegel's state, which alone confers concrete reality upon the individual. According to Kierkegaard, human nature (and he always means human nature in its present fallen condition) is not merely finite, or temporally conditioned, or nonChristian (86). Rather, reason actively reduces the infinite to the finite, the eternal to the historical and temporal process, and rebels against God by incorporating revelation into a moment of reason. Westphal's rather bland interpretation insufficiently notices BOOK REVIEWS 489 the enmity between the natural man and God in Kierkegaard, an opposition overcome only by the death of nature and rebirth in faith. Nor is it very accurate to present Kierkegaard simply as a Lutheran thinker (io6). Particularly in his later entries in the Journal, Kierkegaard becomes very critical of the Lutheran reformation. He accepts it as a corrective to the preceding mediaeval Christianity , but becomes very suspicious of Lutheranism as a compromise position which can so easily be misused to enable us sly human beings to do what we always naturally wanted to do anyway--exist the other six days a week in purely secular categories. And by "reason" Kierkegaard means Hegel's rationalism, not usually Luther's quite different , purely theological, use of the term (IO8). The facile identification of Luther's thought with St. Paul's begs many a question (i 07). Nor is Westphal's historical scholarship on the highest level: illumination in St. Augustine has nothing to do with supernatural gifts of grace or faith (97). According to Augustine, every human mind is illuminated by eternal ideas in that the Word of God is present to every human person. Westphal's attempt to moralize about society or politics on the basis of Kierkegaard strikes this reader as unsuccessful. Kierkegaard's objections to membership in society as an evasion of every person's duty to become an individual are independent of any particular time or... 
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