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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Intellectual Analysis in Bergson's Theory of Knowing MARY CHRISTINE MORKOVSKY, C.D.P. HENRI BERGSON'S INSISTENCE that being is free and that the aim of life is to increase liberty is perennially appealing to those who find deterministic explanations insufficient. This view, however, also arouses both scientists and philosophers to demand methodic proof. It seems that Bergson cannot meet this demand because his philosophy is one of intuitive insight. How can there be verification of intuitions that are by nature individual and indefinable? Can Bergson provide a program which other individual investigators may follow to arrive at conclusions similar to his? These questions are subsidiary to a more basic one: Is it true that Bergson considers analysis, the characteristic work of intellect, totally worthless in philosophy since intuition is for him the most valuable kind of knowledge? In order to discover whether Bergson's intuition of the basic freedom of being forces him to reject all determinate analysis, this article first presents his outline for conducting philosophical investigations and then gives two examples of his own methodic investigations. The conclusion suggests how he would answer the two secondary questions. I. BERGSON'SMETHOD Bergson gives the most explicit "definition" of his "more sure" method of positive observation and reflection in Chapter II of Creative Evolution. Before turning to this exposition, it is helpful to consider two other texts. In "An Introduction to Metaphysics" he maintains that self-intuition must be preceded by "a very large number of psychological analyses." 1 He further clarifies the function of analytic isolation in a letter to the psychologist Alfred Binet concerning a correspondent who experienced difficulty in communicating Bergsonian views. Bergson states that no one can grasp any thesis of his philosophy, much less his central insight into the freedom of being, without the difficult preliminary work of exposing and renouncing certain pre-conceived ideas. He gives the following example. Thus I doubt that one can arrive at a clear notion of liberty--such as I understand it, or rather such as I perceive it--if one has not earnestly made the effort to reject the (Indianapolis, 1955),p. 61. Henceforth, IM. [43] 44 HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY deterministic fallacy which is innate to our reasoning faculty. How can one have a clear idea of this delusion if he has not first isolated it? And how isolate it if not by examining thoroughly the various forms of determinism as they are presented to us by the history of philosophy? 2 This passage proves Bergson's high regard for intellectual analysis. Analysis of determinate forms is a necessary first step even when the subject investigated is indeterminate creativity. In the "Introduction" to Creative Evolution Bergson declares that for him theory of life and theory of knowledge are inseparable. A theory of life must be critical of the habitual concepts of understanding, which work best in the realm of the non-living. A theory of knowledge must relate intelligence to evolution and show whether supposedly given frames of knowledge are not actually man-made. If man has forged them, he can enlarge or even transcend them. When he investigates the history of life on this planet, Bergson discovers two tendencies similar to those found in the history of philosophy: a tendency to crystallize and a tendency to move and to choose new directions. This second tendency to liberty will not be discovered simply by isolating examples of the first tendency to determinism and investigating their genesis. But the isolation and study of determination is necessary to throw light on the creative tendency. At the beginning of Chapter II of Creative Evolution Bergson discusses the way to apprehend duration, which is the very being of things, by ascertaining centers around which the incoherence of nature crystallizes. For him the unity of nature can never be represented in abstract, geometric form even though matter is predominantly inert and therefore amenable to this form of representation. In the material world he finds living centers of real action which is not repetitious. This action is self-initiated, spontaneous and of indeterminate quality by contrast with the univocity characteristic of any action that intellect can conceptualize. Indeterminacy is incoherent to intellect... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1538-4586
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0022-5053
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 43-54
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2008-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	