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Almost any mainstream reading about the nature of Kant’s ‘content of 

cognition’ in both non-conceptualist and conceptualist camps agree that ‘singular 

representations’ (sensible intuitions) are, at least in some weak sense, object-

dependent because they supervene on a manifold of sensations that are given 

through the disposition of our sensibility and parallel thus the real and physical 

components of the world (cf. McDowell 1996, Allison 1983, Ginsborg 2008, Allais 

2009). The relevant class of sensible intuitions should refer, as they argue, only to 

empirical and not to pure ones. Kant’s transcendental argument creates, however, 

no implications as to the metaphysics of properties. Neither does he consider the 

world to be consisted of sensory content simpliciter nor do sensations refer to 

objects per se. Instead, he provides an all-encompassing pattern for sensible 

intuitions of any kind through the representation of space as a cognitive map in 

that an object can be represented if spatial properties are attributed to it. Sensible 

intuitions of any kind could be referring, that is to say, and can be conceptualized if 

they are spatial. Consequently and unlike the contemporary philosophy of 

perception, Kant contrasts sensible intuitions and pure concepts of understanding 

‘altogether’ against one single experience, from which the justification of objects 

should proceed. In other words, what stands at the core of exposing the content of 

cognition concerns not the phenomenological status and actuality of sensible 

intuitions in the sense of ‘bits of experiential intake’, but the logical structure of 

possibility of sensible intuitions of any (external or internal) causal background.  

The aim of this discussion is to clarify that Kant’s transcendental 

idealism mutatis mutandis reviews multiple and diverse kinds of ‘data of mind’ and 

cognition in the background, without reducing the content of cognition to 

metaphysically determined referents as ‘matters of fact’ and to pure concepts of 

understanding. Sensible intuitions in the sense of content of cognition vary, most 

importantly, from unstructured and unjustifiable data of mind including (physical) 

contents of perception and stuff of mind and also from reflective and intellectual 

intuitions that are the cognates of the structured complex singular representations. 

Put it in simple terms, Kant advocates the thesis that ‘facts’  are objects for 

concepts if they are already well-founded trough the cognitive map of the 

representation of space. 
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Mahyar Moradi
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The Conference will be held in two buildings: Palazzo del Capitanio, and
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