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AWAEKTIKY], Apapatovpyia, Kot Avtoyvooio
otov Xapuion tov IAatmvog

O Xopuiong ovviotd éva  YOPAKTNPIOTIKO  TApPAOELyLo
TAOTOVIKOD S10AOYOL, GTOV OTOIOV TO TPOOIL0, O OKNVIKOG SIKOGUOG
OV OPYOVM-VETOL TPOCEKTIKA EVTOC OLTOV, KOL €V YEVEL O SPOLOTIKOG
XOPOYPOVOG, TPOOIKOVOUODV TO OelaTikd 1| QIAOCOPIKO TEPIEYOUEVO
oV Sahdyov.t

Yy veotepn £pevva KotaypaeeTol 1 droyig 6t o [Adtwv dev
aoenve timote Tvyoio Vo TOPEIGOVCEL HEGH GTNV OMLIOVPYic TOL, OALG
EMEAEYE LE TTPOCOYN TO TPOGMIO, TOV GLVOUIAOLYV KOl HEPYVODGE Yl
TNV TPOCAPOYT] TOVG GTIS AVAYKEG TNG TELVNG TOV, OTMC ENICTG Kot Yol
NV EVOPUOVIOT] TOL OKNVIKOD TEPIPAALOVTOS LE TIC TVELHOTIKEG
depyocieg Tov d1ahdyov, epovtifovtag va ameAevdepdoeL TOV TOTO Kot
ToV ¥pOVOo Ao KAOE EVOEYOUEVT] CUUTTOUATIKOTNTO KO VO KOTOGTIOEL
TOVG TTOPAYOVTEG AVTOVG GVVEPYOVG OTIC SIKEG TOV TPODEGELG Kol GTOV
okomd Tov dAdyov.” H dmoyic avty Bpiokel 6Oevapoic VIOGTNPIKTES

! Mpp. Young-Sik Sue, Selbsterkenntnis im Charmides. Ihre epistemologische und
ethische Komponente im Zusammenhang mit der Entwicklung der Philosophie Platons,
Epistemata, Wirzburger wissenschaftliche Schriften, Reihe Philosophie, Band 381
(Wirzburg: Konigs-hausen & Neumann, 2006), 45.

2 BA. P. Friedlander, Platon | (Berlin: De Gruyter 1954%), 169. Mia ocvvomtikh
YEVIKDOTEPT KOTAYPOPT] TOL TPOMOL LE TOV OMOIOV EPUNVEVOVTIOL TOL TPOOIUIL TMOV
TAUTOVIKOV SAdYyOV amd TNV apyondtnto pUéypt v vewtepn emoyn PA. otov D.
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Kot oty apyordtTa o IaupAityog, kot poaptopioy tov [pdkiov, aAld
Kot 0 id10g o TIpdkhoc, 6mmg paivetat ota oxOMd Tov otov Tipoo® Kat
otov AMKIBLEdN,* Bem-podoay 6Tt Gh TPETEL VL EiVAL GOUPOVO, TTPOG
TOV TPOKEIUEVOV GKOTOV TOL O10AOYOL Kol OTL, €V YEVEL, TO. TPOOIUINL
TOV TAOTOVIKOV SOAOY®OV GLVASOVY TPOG TOLG KOHOAKOVG GKOTOUG
avtov, e&aptdvtat 6 omd TNV OANV TPdhecty TG dNovPYiG TV, Kot
dev &povv emwvonbel obTe amMAMG KOU LOVOV EVEKO TNG OPOUOTIKNG
Yoyoyoyiog o0Te Yo vo evtafel 1 EVIVTIOGCIS TG 10TOPIKOTNTOG, oL Bal
Kka016TOVCE TEIGTIKY TNV VTOOEST TOV S1HAOYOV.

O o&whoyos Xapuions OSwdpapotileton eg v  Tavpéov
moAaicTpav: N TOAAGTPA, YOPOS O OTOI0C TOPATEUTEL OTIV TAAT TOV
COUATOV KO, KOT' ETEKTACLY, OTNV 10£0 TOV COUOTIKOV KOAAOLG Kol
NG COUOTIKNG 1oYVOC, KoBIoTOTAL £V TPOKEWEVM, TPOTIOTWOE, O YDPOG
otov omoiov Oa AdPer ydpa m wAAN TV mvevpdtov mov Oa
axorovdfoel.’ H mapoddniia vt @épet 6T0 TPpookHvIo To CATNHE TG
YOYOCOUATIKNG eVOTNTOC, oV Ba BepatomomBel Alyo apydtepa pe v
avopopd otV enwdn Tov ZaipdEdoc (155e-157d), kot mpoavayyErdet
TNV TPOTEPALOTNTA TG OTOYVUVAOCENG Kol Bepameiog Tng yoyng Evavtt
Mg omodvoews ko TG Oepomeing tov copatog. O yopog ™G
TOAOIGTPOG, 0 0TOI0G ATOTVEEL TNV YOPA TNG (ONG KAl GUVOEETAL [E TNV
EVEPOCLVI] TOPOLGIN TNG VEOTNTOG, OVTIOWGTEALETOL TPOG TOV YMDPO
™G MHOYNG Kol TPOS TO OTPOTONEDO OO TO OMOI0 EMICTPEPEL O
YOKPATNG, KOl 1] OVTIOIGTOAT VTOOEIKVIEL EVIEXVAOG TNV EYKOTAAEYT
g aToceoIpag Tov {Oeov Kot Tov Bavdtov pe TV omoiav cuvOEeTal
aKOUN Kot 1 VIKnedpa yio Tnv ABnva, aotnpn, Taviog, Kot pe Paptég
anmAeeg, poyn g Iloteidoag. H emdvodog tov Zmwkpdtovg amd v
péym xat 1 aei&ig Tov 6ToV YVOPYLO TOTO NG TOANICTPAG CNUATOS0TET

Miiller, “Raum und Gespréch: Ortssymbolik in den Dialogen Platons,” Hermes 116
(1988): 388-389.

3 Proclus, In Platonis Timaeum commentaria I, 18, 31-19, 29 (Diehl).

4 Proclus, In Platonis Alcibiadem I, 18, 13-19, 10 (Westerink).

® B\ P. Friedlander, The Dialogues, First Period, petg. H. Meyerhoff (London:
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1964), 68.
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™V EMOTPOPY] TOL GTOV OWKElD YUovTOV Kot {®OTOLd TOmO 1ng
eocopiag. O ed1kog SPAUATIKOC ¥POVOG TOV TPOc-d10pileTal amd To
EICAYOYIKO Yopio Tov S10AdYoV, KabBmMg 0 Zokpdtng eppavifetal va
EYEL EMOTPEYEL TO TPONYOVUEVO Ppadv omd T0 oTPATONMEdO OTNV
[Moteidano, onuatodotel TV petdfaon amd T0 GKOTOG GTO PMG TO PMC
pe To omoio €ival AOLGUEVOC O YMPOG TNG TMUAMIGTPOS, TO QMG TNG
QL0GOPT0C, AL KOl TO PO TOV EKTEUTEL TO TdyKalov glvoc (154 d 5)
tov Xapuidn, o omoiog, pdActo, €§ ovtod TOL AdGYOL @AVTALEL
OmPOCMOTOG, OVITPOCHOTELEL ONA. TO 10€0TO  OMEENTOMKEVUEVO
copotikd kdArioc. H avrimopaforn tov @wotdc ™G moraioTpag, ™G
Comng, Ko ¢ erhocopiag pe v ok Tov Bavatov, iomg, emTeiveTan
Kot oo Ty Tomobémon g moiaiotpag tov Tavpéov Katavtikph Tov
g Baoiing 1epov, 1o onoiov, coupmva pe pio exdoyr, tovtileton Pe
10 18p6 ¢ IMepoepdvne,® me Basiliooag Tov Ad.

H dmynoig oyetikd pe v enmdn mov £xel meptEbel oty yvmon
TOL ZOKPATOVG amd Kamolov Opdka 1atpd, Hadnti Tov Pactiémg Kot
0500 ZoApdEdog, epminTel kot LVIEGyETOL 6TV KaTyopic Tov pobov.’
2TV TPOKEEVT TEPIMTOON 1| KATAPLYT GTOV LHOO GTOYELEL EPPAVDG
OTNV  TPOMOIOEVTIKY TOL Agwtovpyio, 1 O& KATAVONGIG TOL
OTOOEIKVOETOL KATO-AVTIKNG OMuaciog yio Ty Kaboiov epunveia Tov
SwAodoyov. IMopdolov mwov o pvboc g emwdng Tov ZaApdE0g
TPOMYEITOL TOL ONUEIOV EVAPEEDMC TOV OlOAEKTIKOD EAEYYOVL T®V
OPICUAV TNG COPPOCVLVNG, 1] COKPUTIKN-TANTOVIKY ALOAEKTIKY €€l
NnoN apyicel vo, eKOAMVETOL e Uio KIVIon TTOL €YEL CLYKEKPUUEVT|
katevBuvon kot akolovbel mopeia amd to0 PEPOC TPog TOo OAOV, OTOV
UEPOG €lval TO oAU Kot OAOV 1 YOYOCOUOTIKT] OAOTNG TOV avOp®OITOV.
AvTO TOL OVTIOWCTEALETOL TPOG TO GO0 €ivol wds O AvBpwmog,
TPOKEIUEVOL 0p’eVOC eV va detybel OtL To Pépog, mov gival To oo,
eEaptdton omd To OAOV GTO OMOIOV KLPLOPYEL 1 WuyT, 0Q’ ETEPOV OE VO
TPoPAnOel ePPATIKOG 1 AvAyKT) 0T0d0CEMG TPOTEPALOTNTOG TNV OEpa-

 BA. Miiller, 392.
"B Sue, 50-51.
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melo Kot loov TG WYOynG, €K Tng Omoiog OpravTol OA TO KOKA KOl TO
ayobd «1@® oopatt kol mwovtt @ avlpore» (156 e 7-8). H
TPoPANUOTIKN ToL Xapuion ekBAAAel oTNV TPOPANUOTIKY TOV S10AGYOV
Alxifraons I', otov onoiov dwatvmmveral 1 0€01g OTL O TPAYLOTIKOG
€0VTOS TOv avBpmmov Oev eivor Timote GAAO TopPG HOVOV TO TOV
ooOpaTog Gpyov, dnA. 1 yuy Tov.?

To otoyeio ekeivo Tov pwHBov ™G er®dNG Tov ZaAUOEW0G OV
KATAOEIKVOEL TNV Paphvovca GNaGio. TOV ylo TNV GUVOMKN €pUNVeia
TOL O1AOYOV, €IVOL 1 KPLTIKN TOV L®KPATOVG €M TNG OTPIKNAG TEXVNG
tov EAMvev wtpov (156d-157b), o1 onoior cuvnBmg ayvoodv to dlov
avtob TO omoiov kKoAoOvior vo Oepamedoovv, Kol EMYEPOVY TNV
Oepomeio, yopiloviag TNV cOEPOCHVN OV TPEMEL VO VAAPYEL PEGA
otV yoyn omd v vyeio TOL TPEMEL VO LITAPYEL LEGO GTO GMLLD, KO
nwpoPaivovtag og yopnyeio Tov eapudikov wov Bo emeépel TV vyeia,
GVEL TOV ETMOMOV EKEIVOV OV GUVICTOVV TOVG A0YovS TODS KOAODG,
0P GTOLG Omoiovg €yyiyveTal oty youyn N coepocsivy. To (Rmua
mov Oepatomoteitonl oM omd TOL oNUEIOL AVTOV gival dv pia TETow
oTpikn UEB0dOG €xel €va €101KO YVOOL0KO TEPIEXOUEVO, €AV ONAOT|
EYel oyéom pe E0KEG, TEYVIKEG, UTPIKEG YVMGES N €0V GUVICTA pia
KaBOAOL YVOOT, VIO TNV EVVOLOV WIS YVOCENMS TOL gival TPo TV
LEPAOV OAT, NTOL UI0G YVOCEWMG 1 omoia givol oMK Oyl ®G OTOTEAEG O
00poicHaTOg UEPIKMTEP®Y YVAOCE®MY, OAAA TPOTYOVUEVOG-TOVTECTIV
KaTd £vav TPOTO TPMOTAPYIKO KOl TPMTOYEVT]-, Kol 1 omola exteivetal
TEPOV TOV ONUEIOL GTO OTOIOV GTAWATA T WTPIKN TEYVN: TO CRTNUO
OVTO TPOUTVOEL TO KOUPLO EPATNUA Yot TNV SVUVOTOTNTO VIAPEEMG LLOG
EMOTNUNG TNG EMOTNUNG 1 OGS EMOTAUNG TOV EMGTNUAOV, TOL
e€etaletal 6TO KEVTPIKO TUNILO, TOV O1AGYOV.

Ané 10 onueio mov apyiler M SwAektikny épevva  TEPl
cOEPOCHVNG, N AloAekTikr] akolovlel og yevikég yYpauuég pio mopeia
€K TV E£® TTPOG TOL £VOOV, 1] OTTOL0. GTO TPATO TG PAVEPMOLLA, 1101 TOAD
7TPOoToL 000l 0 OPIGUOC TG COPPOCVVNG MG AVTOYVAOGING, CLUVOEETAL

8 Adrapiéonc I’, 129e-130e.
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LE TNV 0VTOYVOGio HEGH amd pio EVVOle ECMTEPIKNG 1 EVOOGTPEPOVG
emomteiog, M omoio. amotvm@veTol oty avtiinyn (158e-159a) ot
EPOCGOV 1] COEPOCLYT EIVOL TAPOLGA GE KATOLOV, 0VTOG O KATOL0G Ol
e owtoemonteiog’ ivat Suvatdv va Exel Kamowa yvoun YU ovthv. Avth
N kivnolg ond ta €€ mpog ta Evoov avtikatonTpileTol, €miong, ue
COPNVEIDL GTOVG OV0 TPMTOVG OPIWOUODE TG cmPpocvvrg (159b-
161b),"° cOpEoVa e TOVS OTOIOVE 1) COEPOGHVY d1adoyLkd opileTat ®C
ROVYIOTHS TIC KOL O AldmS: TOPATIPOVUE OTL 1 d1d0YN 0VTH EKQPALEL
o€ €V0, TPOTOYEVEG GTAO10, TOV apyotepa Ba e&eliyBel kot Oa evtabei,
pio eopd amd TG e£MTATEG GPAIPEG TNG AvVOPOTIVIG CLUTEPIPOPAG
7pog 10 £6m. To Tpocmmo Xopuidng, Ady® TS POUGEDS TOV, ALY Kot
®G POPEVS TV dVO TPMTOV OPIGUMY TOV SLOTVTMVOVTOL GTOV SLAAOYO,
ekepalel to 10emdeg TOV Kadog Kkayaldog, aAld, kupimg, péoa omd TO
TPIGLO TNG OPIOTOKPUTIKNG AVTIANWENDC TOV 10e®O0vg avtov. H kpitikn
OV AOKEL 0 ZOKPATNG GTOVG OPIoLoVS Tov Xapuion, o onoiog, Aody,
eKQPALEl TO OPICTOKPATIKO 10EMOEG, ONA. TOV OPIGTOKPATIKO TPOTO
epunvelag Tov kadog kGyaldog, GUVOEETOL UE TNV OVAYKT EAEYYXOL TNG
TOPOSOCIOKNG OVTIANWEMG Y10l TNV OPETT TNG COPPOCHVNG, KoL EV YEVEL
He v ovéykn va efetacBel  agio g mopadoctokhg apetic.t O
Spapaticog xpovog atov onoiov emiréyet o ITAdtov va tonobetroetl Tov
S1dAoy0, xp6vog Tov cuvvdéetal pe v Ekpnén evog morépov mov Oa
onNuavel pio. GTPOPN] OTNV TOMTIKN] KOl TOMTIGTIKY] 1GTOPiOL TNgG
EMMMVIKNG 0pYOLOTNTOG, GLVOEETOL GUESH, KOTA Miov epunveio, pe
LTIV TNV KPLTIKT 0T TOPOS0GI0KE TPATLTTO TG PETHC.

H #ovypiotne (A& mov amavtdton axdun pio @opd oty
KAOGGIKN EAANVIKY YPOUpOTEiR, oToV dKovikd A0Yo tov Avcio katd

® IpB. L I. Kovtobxog, H epdmoic i sonwv eic tov Hhdrowva, H eféhiéic me
Tartwvikns Awodexurng omo e omoltov Oéoews e1g v ovvleotv kor omo THS
Ovotoloyiog e1g v Ovroloyiov, AB. Awtpin (Agvkooio 1965), 14.

Y 11pp. K. Gloy, “Platons Theorie der émotiun éavtiic im Charmides als Vorlaufer der
modernen SelbstbewuBtseinstheorien,” Kant-Studien 77:2 (1986): 140.

" TIpB. W. T. Schmid, Plato’s Charmides and the Socratic Ideal of Rationality (New
York: State University of New York Press, 1998), 20-35, kot Sue, 45-46.
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tov Evav-3pov’®) ko M aidwc mopovostdlovy TOGO SopOopETUCE
EKQAVOEL;, MOTE VO TPOKVTTEL TO TPOPANUO OTL €vo KAl TO OLTO
Tpayuo. wopovoldletal GAAOTE KOAOV, ayaBov kol o@EAUOV, Kol
GMote aoxpov, kakdv kat PraPepov.® H kprruchi avthi otovg dvo
TPOTOVS OPIGHOVG TaAPUPEALETOL EVPLHS amd Tov B. Witte™ pe toug
AOYOVG oL TaPoVGLdlEl 0 Oovkvdidng' vo ekpw-vodvTa amd Tor PEAN
g [Tehomovvnoilakng Zoppoyiog oty Zraptn aUécmg LETE TNV LAy
g [Moteidatog, AOGYove d16000G, KOOMDG N EMPLACKTIKY] GTACLS TOV
YTOPTIOTOV OTEVOVTL OTNV KNPLEN TOL TOAEUOVL ONO HEV TOLG
Kopwoiove eppmvedetar o¢ Ppaddtng kar avapinticome,'® ond d¢ tov
Baciind Apyidapo wg cwppoodvy Euppwy, UE TO GKETTIKO OTL M «OidMG
cOPPOcHVIC mAeioTov petéyew.” H mapamipnoils ont) vmo-Setkvist
OTL TNV €mOYN €Keivn M oL{NTNOIS YO TO TEPIEXOUEVO TNG COPPOTVVNG
OTNYOVGE KAMO0 TOAMTIKO €VOLPEPOV Kal, KaTd piov epunveia, pio
TOMTIKY] onuocios M pio moAtikn O1dotactg eivar, emiong, éva
TOPEAKOUEVO TV OPIoU®Y oL Tapovaidlel o TTAdtov otov Xapuion.
H moltikn didotocig dwpaivetal Kot 6Tov TPitov Opiopd, 0 0moiog
Yopoktnpiletol ™G aiviypo: coepocuVT €lval TO TG abTOD TPATTELY
(161b-d,162a-c). Mg 1tov opioud avtd onuatodoteitol 1 PETAPRACIC
€VTOG TOL dAdYoL o€ éva Pabitepo eminedo okéyemc, LETAROCIC Yo
TNV OO0V EMOTPATEVETOL KOl TO OPOUATOVPYIKO VPO TNG OAAAYG
TOL TPOCOTOV pe TO omoiov TAEov cuvouirel kot ouvvetetdlel o
YoKpdtng, kabdc 1 oKuTIAN TOL AOYOUL dideTal amd Tov Xapuion oTov
Kputia, o oroiog gival kon 0 eUmvevo TG TOL TPiTOL ALTOV OPIGLOV.

12 B). B. Witte, Die Wissenschaft vom Guten und Bosen, Interpretationen zu Platons
“Charmides,” Untersuchungen zur antiken Literatur und Geschichte, Band 5 (Berlin:
Walter de Gruyter & Co., 1970), 43.

13 B\ K. Gaiser, Protreptik und Parénese bei Platon, Untersuchungen zur Form des
platonischen Dialogs, Tiibinger Beitrage zur Altertumswissenschaft, Heft 40 (Stuttgart:
W. Kohlhammer Verlag, 1959), 120.

Y witte, 42.

5 @ovkwsisov Iotopiciv A, 67-86.

18 @ovkvdidov Iotopidiv A, 71 won 86.

7 @oviwdisov Iotopiciv A, 84-85.
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To eninedo avtd dev OMOKOTTETAL OO TO TPONYOUUEVO, S1OTL M
TGO Y10 GLGTOAN KOl GTPOPN TPOG T €vdov, Tov mpoormabel va
ekppdoel oe avOpoTOAoylKO emimedo T OOAEKTIKY) TOpegic.  TOL
dtoloyov, cvveyiletal, LOVOV TOL aVTNV TNV (Oopa meplopiletal otV
mepoyn ™G mpaEemg. Agv etvor dvvotov va avtictafel Kovelg otov
mepacud vo 0ewpnoel, otnv PAon UG TPOANTTIKNG OVOYVAOCEMS, TOV
opIopd M TV €vvold «TO TO £0VTOD TPATTEV» MG TO KOUPIKO onpeio
GLUYKMGOE®G TNG OPETNG TNG COPPOCVHVNG, OMMG OLTH TOPOLSLALETOL
otov Xopuion, e TNV aPETN TG SIKOOGVVNG, OTMG VT Tapovc1dleTal
010 A'Bphio g Holirgioc.'® To evdpépov ototyeio o omoio pmopei
Kaveic va 0E10momaEL Yo TNV gpurveio. Tov Xopuion—awmg TopovTikoc,
BePaicg, Kot Oyl ©G GVYYPOVOG TOL JAOYOL OVOUYVAGTNC—OP EVOG
Hev omd TV oVVEEST TNG SIKOOGOVNG HE TO 16 dawtod mpdrrery,™
aQ’eTEPOL O€ OO TNV GVUVOEST] TNG COPPOGVVNG LLE TNV EVOPUOVIOT] KoL
v €§100ppomNON TOV UEPOV NG WYuyng, obLVOEoN mov, Emiong,
omavtdron 6to A'BpAio g Holireiog,” ivon To otoryeio g evotnTog
TOV TPOGOTOVL TOVL OVASVETOL PEGO OO TG GLVOLGES OVTEC.”
YUVOEOUEVT] 1| COPPOCHVN LE TO TG EAVTOD TPATIELY GTOV Xapuion,
GUUPBAAAEL OTNV AVAdEEN TNG EVOTIKNG OlOCTAGEMG TOV E0VTOV, UG
100 TACEWDG TOV S10GTATOL KOl TOAVUEPILETOL LEG® TNG TOAAATAOTNTOG
Kol TG mowiAiog ¢ mpdéemg, mov oty [loliteior dNAoVTAL 3100 TOL
molvmpayuoveiv.? Trov Xapuidn, Opog, 10 ¢ éavtod mpdrrerv emTeAel
Kot poy AN Aertovpyia, kaBdc to molvmpayuovelv avTidlooTEALETOL
TPOG TO OWPPOVEIY, TO OE CWPPOVEIV GULVOLETAL LE TO «TOV UEV
dAlotpiov ur GntecBor, o O¢ £owtod Ekaotov €pydlecBoi te Kol
apattewv» (161d11-162a2). Kor porovotl, 6€ avtiv v @don g

¥ Molureia, 432b k.e&.

¥ Ioliteia, 433a8-b1: «Koi pipv 611 ye 10 T8 0)TOD TPATTEW KOd i) TOALTPAyHOVETY
dwotoovvn €oti, kol TodT0 GAAOV 1€ TOMBV AKNKOOUEV Kol aOTOL TOAAGKIG
EIPTKOPEV.

D Tolireia, 430e-432h.

B\, IMolireia, 423d2-6.

2 B\, Iolireio, 433a-434d.
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OIIAEKTIKNG £PELVOC, O COKPUTIKOG EAEYYOG OULYIYVMDOKEL TV OVGKOALN
va gupebel 1 TPAYLOTIKY oNpocio TOV 16 0wTod TpaTTely, aSlOmotEl TNV
Woitepn oyéon TOV TPATTEIY, TOL GLVIOTA TO OEVTEPO GLOTATIKO TNG
evvolag ovtng, UE TO Epyo, dMANON UE TO KOADS Kol @@EAUWS
moovueva, €10l MOTE va dgiEel 0Tl @PEAMI Kot KoAd givol pova to
oixela, ev®d ta PAafepd mavta eivor dilorpia, dpo Otav Aéue OTL
oOEPV VoL AVTOG 0 000G TPATTEL TG AVTOD, EVVOOVUE OTL COPPWV
elvar avtdc 0 0moiog TPATTEL TO. oikeln, ONAAON TO, KOAG KOl MPEAUCL,
Ko Gpa to ayofd (162e-164a). ‘Etol, 1 mpayuatiky onpocio tov 7d
gavtod mparrey wpooeyyiletal, Kot apydc, HESM TNG OMOCAPNVIGEMS
Mg PPACENG TG E00TOD, OMOKMOTKOTOIEITAL, OU®MG, TALOV UECH TNG
EPUNVEVTIKNG OVOADCENG TOV TPATTELV.

Me v didotaor TG TPAEEDG TOL ayafov, OV LTEIGEPYETOL
otV gpunveia Kol Tov opopd TG COPPOCUVNG, OTLELDVETAL GTNV
SlodekTIKn €pguva pio pHetdfesic Tov kEVIpoL PApovg amd TNV TEPLOYN
mg MPA&ewc otV MEPLOYN TNG YVOCENDG Kol TG Oempiog, Kot 1
Awkextikn AoV, TEpav TG otabepdg TG mopeiag ek TV E£® TPOG Ta
€000, OTOKTA KOl £vav TPOCAVOTOAMGOUO Tov Kabopiletonr omd To
YVOPLO HOTIPO TNG TPOTE-PALOTNTOC TNG YVAOCEMS EVAVTL TNG TPAEeEmG,
oV TopakoAovlel otevd TNV cwkpotik Aoyikn. O opiopdg g
oOEPocHVNC 0¢ Tpaéemc Tov ayabov (163d-e) onpatodotel v évapén
g véag emoAANANG Topeiag g AloAeKTIKNG, OV KatevBovel TAéov
To evdlopépov NG €épevvag amd Ty Tpaén mpog TV Bewpio Kot
TPOETOALEL TOAD OUAAG TO £30POG Yo TNV HETAPOCT otV gpunveia
Mg cOEPOcHVNG g avtoyveciog. H mpd&ig tov ayabod mpoimobétet
TNV YVOGLV Tov ayadov, Kot €av To ayafov cuvdietal pe «Td oikeln Kol
A oVTOD», TOTE M TPAEIG Tov ayafov TPoUTobETEL TNV YVACY «T®OV
oikeloVv T€ Kol TV E0VTOD», dNA. TEMKOG TPoDTOBETEL TNV AVTOYVOGIa.

H avtoyvocio avadvetar g 1 Kevipikn évvola mov e&etdleTot
o6ToV S10A0Y0, aKPIPOG HEcA amd TNV GOVOEST] Tov ayafov, Tov 0moiov
N wpa&lg TPoimobETEL TV YVAOOIWY ALTOV, HE «TO OlKElD TE Kol TO
abTOO». ApyKd onueidvetol pio petdbeoig Papovg and to 0 avTod
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TPATIELY OTO Yryvedokely avtov éovtov (164d, 165b), dni. omd v
avtonpaéio oTNV oVTOYVMGia, Kol AUécmg UeTd pia petatdmiolg omd
TOV OPIoUO TNG GOPPO-GVVNG MG Emtatiung éavtod (165C) otov opiouod
Mg oOPPOcHVNG ®C UOVNG HETaED TOV EMOTNU®V, TOL Eivol Koz
EMOTAUN TOV GAL®V EMOTNUOV Kot EMOTUN ady éavtijs (166¢, 166 e
5-8).

Y10 ywpio 164 b-c mapovoidletor pio Kpioyn aLOGTPOPT TOL
Ywokpdtovg mpog tov Kpiria, cOpupwva pe v omolov xai 0 yutpog xou
0 KGOe dNUIoVPYOG TPEMEL KAT™ OVAYKTV Vo YVOPILeL v TPOKEITOL VO
o@eknbei amd T0 £pyo OV TPATTEL. XTOV GUAAOYIGUO TOL ZWKPATOVS M
GUVOEDIG TV OPEMU®Y pe To ayadd dwoupecorafeitanr and ta déovra,
YEYOVOG TTOL VTOJEIKVVEL OTL OTAV TPATTEL KAVEIG Tal ayafd to yvopilet,
S10TL dev glvar duvatov Vo TPATTEL Kaveic Ta déovta €av Ogv yvmpilet
mowd etvor avtd. AkoAlovbel pio TOAD GMUAVTIKY dPOUATOVPYIKT] TOUN
(164c-165c), pe v omoiav omdel kol SOKOTTETOL O SLHAOYOG KOl
mopotifeTon évag povoroyoc tov Kprria: og avtov o Kpitiag, pe tov
oplopd mov 6i1del, emmpileTonr ™V ovvdeon peTa&d cOPPOcHYNG Kot
OVTOYVAOCING, OLCLUCTIKAOC, OUMG, UE TNV OPOUATOVPYIKT] LTV TOUN
EYKOTOAEITETAL TO DELOL TNG GOPPOSHVIC KOl GTO TPOGKNVIO EPYETAL
t0 {gmuao g ovto-yveciog. AkoloObmg, avoiyel pio  peydan
nmopékPact, oV omoiav, 6€ GUVIEST UE TNV avToyvacio, e&etdletar,
axoun mo mpofefAnuévo Ko amd TNV awToyvooia, to (RTmuo Tng
OVTOEMIOTI NG,

Yy dbpkel ¢ dpopatovpyiknig ovthg toung (164c-165c),
omv omoiav o Kpitiag cuvdéel v avtoyvacia pe v co@pociHvI,
glval YopakPoTiKd 0Tl 0 110G 0P’ €VOG LEV SLOTUTTMVEL, GE GYECN LE
v onuocic Ttov  deA@ikod  pnTod, TNV 1ooduvapia  yvdbi
OODTOV=0W@PPOVEL, 0P ETEPOL OE ONAMVEL OTL VIAPYOLV OLVOTOTITEG
Kot GAAV EPUNVELDY TOV PNTOV, SELYIO TOV 0TIV GLVIGTOOV T PNTA
«undev dyoav» kol «€yyom mapo o’dtn». Ilpdypati, to yvobr cavtov,

2 IIpp. U. v. Wilamowitz-Moellendorff, Platon. 1. Band: Leben und Werke (Berlin:
Weidmann 1920%), 197.
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katd tov E'oawdva, Mtov pio devpouévn MO oapyn, m omoia,
OTOOEGUEVUEVT] OO TO OPYIKO Kol  TPOTOPYIKO TNG  VOnua,
epappolotay pe moAovg Tpodmovg.? Tmv moparipnon tov Kpiria ot
10 Y@ covtov GUVICTO TPoopHory Tov Beod Kol Oyl ovufoviy, gival
duvaToV Vo EYKPOTTTETOL 1] SLOPOPA TOV COKPU-TIKOD TEPLEXOUEVOL TOV
Wbl covtov, OmwG avtd Owypapetol oty Amo-loyia, Amd TO
TPOTAPYIKO TEPIEYOUEVO TOV PvdOi oavTOV: TO JEAPIKO PNTO YVl
0avTOV GUVOEOTOV TPAOTUPYIKAOC UE TNV avOpdmivn Yvdon Tewv opiov
oL avOpPMOTOL GTNV GYECN TOV UE TOLG AALOLG, TOLG BE0Vg TPMTIGTMG,
oA PEC® aUTAC Kol otV OYEoT TOv pe Tovg ovBpdmovs.” H
COKPOTIKY] OVTOYVOGIO OtV Amoloyio. KNPLOCE TNV OVAYKN Yo
EMUEAELD, TNG YOYNG HEC® TOL EAEYXOV G Pacikd KabNKov amévavTt
otov 0€6,% e okomd TV amotivaén TG emoveldioTov apabiag, 1 omoia
éykerton 610 «oiecOar €idévar & ovk 0idev» (6To va vopilel kaveig ot
yvopilel 6oa dev yvopilel [Amold. 29b1-2]).

Me v peydin mopékPacn mov avoiyel omd to yopio 165C ko
exteivetonr péypt tov yopiov 175a, eetdletor M avToyvmcio o
EMOTAUN TNG EMOTAUNG KO TNG OVETIGTNUOCHVNG. QG TPog TNV doun
Ko TNV 610pfp®o™n Tov, TO TUNUO 0VTO TEUVETOL OE TPioL PEPT: O) TNV
g€étaomn g duvardttog vdpEemg emotung g emotyung (165¢c-
169d), B) v e&étaon g oeeLEing LG TETONG YVDGEDS, EPOGOV EXEL
yiver vroBetikdg dext) M vrapig e (169d-173d), ko y) v e€étoom
g oeeleiag mov Oo WTOPOVGE VO TPOKLYEL GO W0 TETOW YVAOT)
GUYKPITIKA LE TNV OPEAELN GO TNV YVOGCT TOL ayofod Kol TOL KOKOV
(173d-175a). To tpuquo. avtd tov S1AdGYoV TO Omoio epunveveL TV
OVTOYVOGIO MG EMGTAUN TNG EMGTIUNG KO TNG OVETIGTNHOCVVNG EXEL
OsopnOsi amd kamow pepida ™ épsvvac’’ o¢ pie mpoomddewn yio

% B\ C. J. Classen, Sprachliche Deutung als Triebkraft platonischen und socratischen
Philosophierens (Minchen: C. H. Beck’sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1959), 151.

B\, Classen, 152.

% B\ Aroloyia, 23a-C.

7 B\ R. Mc Kim, “Socratic Self-knowledge and ‘knowledge of knowledge® in Plato’s
Charmides,” Transactions of the American Philological Association 115 (1985): 60 kot
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doknon kputikng ek pépovg tov IIAdTmvog otV crKPATIKN
avtoyvooio. Katd v darnoyn pog, To TUNHO ovTd GLVIGTA i TOAD
YOVIUN KOl EKTETOUEVN] TOPEKPOCT, OTNV Onoiov EGAYETAL KOl
e€etaletan depevvntikd amd tov [TAdtwve éva poviélo avtoyvaciog
SPOPETIKO OO AVTO TOLV ZOKPATOLS, TO LOVIEAD OVTO-YVMGIOG TOV
Kpttia. To 611 1 avtoyvocio tov Kpitio dev tovtileton pe avtiv tov
YmKPATONG KOTASEIKVOETOL oo TV KatakAeida Tov dakdyov (175¢),
UETA TO TENOG TNG HEYAANG TTapekPaoemc, 6mov 0 ZoKpATng Tapatnpel
0Tl «movTOmoow  pueyoAompen®dc»  (moAd yevwouddmpa  [175¢3-4])
KAvope TV mopoympnon va dexbovpe to adbvorto: OTL KOTd KOTOl0V
Tpomo yvapilel kavelg avtd Ta omoio Katd Kavévay Tpomo dev yvopilet
N dev épobe. AALG Kol otV Amoloyia, 6Tav 0 ZOKPATNG avayvopilet
0T dev yvopilel Timote, OMA®G GLVEIONTOTOIEL OTL GTEPEITOL TAVTEADC
emoTUNG («ERaVTd YOp GLVION OVOEV EMOTAUEVE® OG EMOG EImETVY»
[AmoA. 22¢9-d1]), dev Bewpei OTL £xel EMOTAUN TNE AVETIGTNLOGVVNC.
To evdiopépov oToLEl0 AVTOD TOL HOVTEAOL GVTOYVOGING, TNG
avtoyvooiag tov Kpuria, eivor 6t Oepotomolel pio oepd amd
TpoPAHOTa, OTWG gival 1 GYECLG VTOKEWEVOL KO OVTIIKEWEVOL TNG
YVOOEMS Kol 1 duVATOTNG TOLTOTNTOG N UN SOPOPICUOY OVTMOV TOV
500, N dVVaTOTNG VIAPEENC E0MTEPIKOD Kot eEMTEPIKOV OVTIKELUEVOL
MG YVAOOEMG, 1 OYECIG TNG EMICTHUNG TNG EMOTNUNG UE TIS GAAEG
EMOTNUEG, ONA. TO EpOTNUO €AV 1 EMTEPIKN YVMDOLG EIVOL GUGTOTIKY
Y10, TV oToemoTAUN.?2 Opc, TEPO b TV TPOPANUATIONO O TPOG
TO. GUYKEKPEVO, EPOTANATA, 1M OLVOTOTNG VLAAPEEMG €VOG TETOLOV
HOVTEAOL YVAOCE®MG, M Omoio €ival Kev E€01KOL  YVOGCIOKOV
TEPIEYOUEVOL KOL OIPETOL TAVO OO TO ETUEPOVG ELOIKA YVOOLOKE
TEPIEYOUEVA, OEV AMOPPITTETOL JPPNONY, OT®G OElYVEL TO YWPio
168e8-169b3* 1 aromioe TOL VITOSEIKVVEL GTNV GLYKEKPEVT TEPITTOON
1N COKPATIK AIOAEKTIK GUVOEETOUL LE TNV TElpOY TG LTOBECEWMS Kal

C. H. Kahn, “Plato’s Charmides and the Proleptic Reading of Socratic Dialogues,”
Journal of Philosophy 85 (1988): 548-549.
% [1pp. Gloy, 156-158.
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UE TNV amopiav, VIO TNV EVVOlaY TNG OLCYEPELNG TOV OVTILETOTILEL M
dudvola va poPel oe pia T€Tow GOAANYT], Kol O)L LE TO TPOYUATIK®OG
adbvatov ™G vmhpEenc.”® Avtd mov tifeton ev op@Borm eivar m
OQELELN EVOG TETOLOL KPITIKOD LOVTEAOL YVMGEWDG.

To teievtaio U oL SwAdyov, oto omoio euaviletor m
YVoo1g Tov ayafod ko tov koakol (174b10 k.g&.), cvvdéetor pe v
wpa&v Tov ayafov, mov ovaeipbnke g o TEAELTAIOG OPIOUOG TG
coepooivig (163e) mpotod apyicer n peydin mopékPactg (164c8
k.€§.), Kol €t61 1 cOKPATIKN-TAATOVIKY AloadekTikn Eavoppiokel to
viua ¢ pe to ayafo. To edv n coepochvn glvarl 1 ETIGTAUN TNG
EMOTNUNG KOL TNG AVETIGTNUOGVVNG TAPUUEVEL OUPIPOAO, EQPOGOV £TG1
mapofraletor - Omopély TG PACIKG  OPETOAOYIKNIG  OLGIDOOVE
dwpopdg, OmA. m  woeéie. Daiveror, Ouwg, omd Tov OOV
TPOPANUOTIOUO VO OVOOVETOL VO GUTOCLVEWNGLOKO  LOVTEAO
aVTOYVOGiag, To omoio dgv mpovmobétel v kprtikn e&€tacm g
YVOOCE®S M TNV KPUIK] omdctacn omnd Ty Yyvaoon, Omwmg v
mpobmobéter m  avtoyvocic 1N ovtoemotiun tov  Kpitia. To
OUTOCVLVEINOOKO OVTO HOV-TEAO OVTOYVOGIOG 7oL  TPoKpiveTal,
GUVOEETOL LLE TNV YVOGWY TOL oyofold Kol TOL KOKOV, TNV Omoiov
nwpobmobétel | TPA&Ig Tov ayafol, OTMG Kol e TNV YVAOCLY TAV E00TOD,
™mv omoiav TPoVTOBETEL TO 7mpdrTely T fawTod. TNV OplapPikn
VIEPOYN TNG YVAOCENDS TOL ayaBod Kot Tov Kokov €vavtt kdfe dAdng
vrokewvton 000 dvvatéc epunveiec: 1) gite, katd v dmoyn pog, avTh
LOG TOPATEUTEL GTNV SLVATOTNTA TOL avBpmdmTov va yvopilel To ayado
KO TO KOKO GUESH, LEGM TNG AVTOETONTELOG, TOL TOV ££00QOAEL TNV

2 H aromia 6TV COKPOTIKT-TAATOVIKY OKEYN Oev &ival KGMOW0 KPUNPo mov
GUVOLETAL [UE TNV TPAYUATIKH OVTIPAGCT], ONA. HE TO AOYIKMS adDVTOV, S1OTL TO dTomoV
GUVIGTA AKPIPDS TO YOPUKTNPIOTIKO TOL GOKPUTIKOD GIA0GoQelv Kot 1 ene&epyacio
™G aroriog amotelel AmAMG meipa, dNA. amomepa 1 SOKIUY o€ oyéon pe v vaoleory
mov €xet 1ebel kou e&etdileTan amd v dwdektikn épguva. BA. v avatépm dmoyn otov
R. Dieterle, Platons Laches und Charmides Untersuchungen zur elenktisch-
aporetischen Struktur der plato-nischen Friihdialoge, Dissertation (Freiburg 1966),
234-235.
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amevbeiog kol GUEOT KOl AOILUEGOAAPNTN YVAOOT TNG CLCTACEWNG TNG
010G ™ YYuYNS TOV, UE TNV omoloy GLVIEETOL 1] YVAOGLS TOL ayafol, 2)
gite vmapyer pio ypouun oxkéyemg m omoio, Omw¢ vmooTtnpilel o
Friedlander,® péow tov Adynroc, Tov Xapuioy, kar péow ™e faciiixic
1 modimikic téyvie mov avalnteitar otov Evboonuo,* odnyei omv ida
mv I8éa tov Ayadobd g IHolireiac. O C. H. Kahn,* napaméumovtog
oto yopio 290c-d ko 291b-c tov Evfbonuov, emiong, epunvedetl v
Paoirikn vy ToL TPOAVOPEPHEVTOG dOAOYOL G €val 1IGOOVVANO TNG
YVOOEDG TOL KOAOD Kol TOV KOKOD TOV Xopuidn, EpOGOV Kol Ol dVO
OUTEC LOPPEG YVOCEMG EMTELODV TNV 10100 Agttovpyia: kabioTobv TO
TPAYUOTO YPNOULO KO TAPAYouV evtoyio Kol evmpayio | opbompasio
uéoa oty moAn. O C. H. Kahn aviyvedel évo vijpa mov cuvdéetl tov
Avaw, tov Xopuion, tov Ev-0odnuo wou v Illoditeia, Kou ovtod
ovvictatol oto {fTnpa 1| 610 Opapa oG ndikng coeiog, 1 onoid, apov
avalnmOel ko evromobel, koAegitor vo KLPLOUPYNOEL GTO TOAITIKO
medio, 010TL 0 POAOG O OTOIOG TPEMEL VAL TNG EMPLAAGCETOL KOl VO, TNG
avatifetan givatl va kufepvnoet.

Katd v droyn pog, otov Xopuion o Iidtov, katd évav tpomo,
GUVOVTE TOAL TOV ZOKPATH: VD 0 ZOKpATNG TG AToloyias @aivetal
Vo TPOPAAEL TNV OLTOYVMGIN MG COPPOGVUVI OV €IVl £QIKTH GTOV
koféva, O80Tt otnpiletol OTNV TPOCHOTIKY €VOOGKOTNON Old TOL
eléyyov kot Oyl oty dwookaiia, o [TAdtov otov Xopuidy, Sio tov
TEPLEYOUEVOL TTOL aT0dideL otV avtoyvmaeio o Kpitiog, epunvevel v
COPPOGHVI MG OVTO-EMGTHUN, EIGAYEL ONA. TEYVNEVTOG TNV LAOGOPTa
¢ MV yvoon ekeivn mov e&etdlel ti (umopel va) yvopilel kaveig kot T
0L, Y®PIG VO EICOVEL OTIG AETTOUEPELEG TV EWDIKDV EMISTNUAOV, OC TNV
YVOON EKEIVI TOVL VTOSEWVVEL TaL OploL TG YVAGEDS TOV opimv, Kot
mov glvan emiong et otov AvOpwmno-otov kdbe dvOpmmo-0 omoiog

% B).. Friedlander, The Dialogues, First Period, 77-78.

31 BA. Evfvonuoc, 280a-282a kon 288d-293a.

¥ B Kahn, 543-544. To. Tic maparinieg avapsoa otov Evfidyuo kot tov Xepuion
B\., emiong, Kahn, 545, vroon. 4.

% B\ Sue, 122.
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OUIKELITOL OTEVAVTL GTIV YVOOT TOL OT®G £VOC AvOpwTog Tov Slabétet
avtoyvaooia. H yvooig mov yvopiler tov €antd g avikel o Evav
avBpomo mov yvopilelr Tov €0vTO TOL KOl ovayvopilel Ta Opla TOV
€0VTOV TOV.

O opiopde G cOEPOSHVNG 6TO TEAOC TOL SAOYOVL dgv EXEL
Bpebel, ®OTOGO M COEPOGUVY QUIVETOL VO EVOOPKMVETOL K0l GTO
TPOcOTO TOV Xappidn, wov aropacilel vo akolovdnosl Tov ZwkpdT,
Kol 0TO TPOCMTO TOL ZMKPATOVG avaUeifoAd, o omoiog dev Tpoympel
G€ YOPNYNOT TOL POPUAKOV, TPOTOL 1) YUY OLTOV TOL TO EXEL AVAYKT
amoyyeilel TIc emmdég, Tovg Adyovs Tovg Kkatovs. H kpumtikotng 1,
opB0TEPO, 1 ECAOTEPIK] OMOCIOTNGIC, 1| OVACGYESIG TOV AdYoL Tov Oa
apBpmoel v okéyn, etvor avt mov Bo odnynoel oV amopio, TNV
YOVILOTEPN UNTPA amtd TNV omoiov givol duvatov vo exkmndnost 1
P1rocopia.

DIALECTIC, DRAMA AND SELF-KNOWLEDGE
IN PLATO’S CHARMIDES

SUMMARY

Charmides is a dialogue highly indicative of the importance that the prologues to
Plato’s works have for our understanding of the whole spirit and philosophical content
of each dialogue as a whole. It is representative of the Platonic tendency to always
combine philosophical content with dramatic form through narrative and drama, in
order to enhance the reader’s and audience’s insight into the inquiries of his philosophi-
cal work. Following this line of presentation, the prologue of Charmides prefigures the
understanding of the central themes of the dialogue; focusing on the depiction of Socra-
tes as a therapist and of Dialectic as a therapy or a kind of remedy, which through the
process of dialectical engagement and interaction reestablishes the relation of each
interlocutor to his own self.

The narrative about the Thracian doctors of the king and god Zalmoxis and their
special medical knowledge, foreshadows the major philosophical issues which are
examined in the sequence of the dialogue. Socrates’ reference to the good doctors and
his criticism of the Greek doctors who ignore the whole that needs to be cured, reveals
the central demand for the psychosomatic unity of man and the priority of the healing
of the soul over the healing of the body. The holistic Zalmoxian medicine and theory of
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health corresponds to the first step of the Socratic Dialectic. Through the narrative
about the Thracian doctors of Zalmoxis, Socratic-Platonic Dialectic has already begun
to evolve, following a movement with clearly defined direction, namely from the part to
the whole, where the part denotes and signifies the body and the whole denotes the
psychosomatic unity of the human being. Saphrosuné is already involved in this narra-
tive since the incantations invoked by Socrates, which are identified with the “beautiful
speeches,” induce sophrosuné on which the well being of the soul depends. This raises
the question as to whether these doctors apply medical knowledge which has a speci-
fied epistemological content, or knowledge equipped with a universal character—in the
sense of being also prior to all other kinds of knowledge—which transcends the usual
confines of the medical art.

Charmides is invited by Socrates to look deep within himself in order to dis-
cover if he possesses sophrosune, and what sophrosune really is. That’s what Char-
mides is doing by formulating his first two definitions of sophrosune. Dialectic now
follows a movement from without to within. Charmides’ first and second definitions
reflect the social status to which he belongs, the corresponding behavior, and the inner
psychic qualities (e.g., youthful shyness) of a person or persona who represents the
system of values surrounding traditional virtue and the aristocratic conception of the
ideal of “kalos kagathos.” It is probable that the dramatic time of the dialogue, which
coincided with the outbreak of the Peloponnesian war, was associated with a criticism
of the traditional view and model of virtue.

When saphrosuné is defined as “doing one’s own things,” Dialectic still has the
tendency to move from without inwards, but this movement now is implemented in the
field of praxis (action). Platonic Dialectic uses the device of change of interlocutor in
order to signify the transition to a more demanding level of inquiry and thought. This
definition of sophrosune, “doing one’s own things,” on the basis of a proleptic reading,
stimulates us to trace the relation between sophrosunée in Charmides and dikaiosune
(justice) in the Republic. What is important in the Socratic elenchus of this definition is
that it highlights the connection between prattein (doing) and prattein tagatha (doing
the good), between prattein and works (erga), and between the beneficial and the good.
It is clarified that only the makings of good things are praxeis (doings) and that what is
of harm must be avoided as “alien.” The definition of saphrosuné as “doing good
things” re-orientates Dialectic, which now starts moving from praxis to thesria, be-
cause “doing good things” presupposes knowing what is good. But if agathon (good) is
what is kindred to oneself and one’s own, doing good things, or doing simpliciter, i.e.,
praxis, presupposes self-knowledge. Any practitioner of good must be a self-knowing
agent.

The Apollonian ideal of self-knowledge (know thyself) is construed as a “greet-
ing” of the god to worshipers who enter the temple, not as a moral counsel or as a piece
of advice. This distinction implies the difference between a knowledge conveyed from
without and a knowledge discovered by insightful inner search of one’s self. Within the
passages 165c to 175a, sophrosuné is presented and examined as “the knowledge of
what one knows and what one does not know.” It has been claimed that in this part of
the dialogue, the Socratic model of self-knowledge is subjected by Plato to the Socratic
elenchus, where he attempts to make a criticism of it.
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I believe that this section of the dialogue is an extended excursus, aimed to-
wards introducing and examining a model of self-knowledge different from that of
Socrates, Critias” model of self-knowledge. This model of self-knowledge poses a
whole series of philosophical problems; the relation between the subject and the object
of knowledge, the possibility of their identification or the distinction between them, the
possibility of the existence of an internal and external object of knowledge, the relation
of this model of self-knowledge with other kinds or domains of knowledge, and the
question whether external knowledge or knowledge of other knowledges is a constitu-
ent of knowledge of knowledge. The question of the possibility of knowledge of
knowledge is not definitely rejected, especially if we consider that in all of this discus-
sion there is a hint towards the way in which philosophy works and relates to other
kinds of knowledge.

I believe, however, that in the last part of the dialogue, where the knowledge of
good and bad emerges, Plato again meets Socrates and becomes reconciled with him.
The only knowledge that is useful and beneficial is knowledge of good and bad. In this
way Plato chooses to put forward a self-conscious model of self-knowledge, which
does not presuppose, as Critias” model does, the critical examination of knowledge or
the critical distance from knowledge. This self-conscious model of self-knowledge is
connected with the knowledge of good and bad. On the one hand doing of good presup-
poses knowledge of good and bad and on the other, “doing one’s own things” presup-
poses self-knowledge. The possibility of knowing good and bad is ensured by each
person, either through looking deep within himself or by orientating towards the Idea of
the Good itself.

KEYWORDS: dialectic, drama, self-knowledge, Plato, Charmides, Socrates.



