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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  B,ook Reviews Socratic Ignorance. By Edward G. Ballard. (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1965. Pp. vi + 189. Guilders 24.30.) Through an interpretation of the role of Socratic ignorance in Plato's conception of selfknowledge , Professor Ballard seeks to establish the limits of man's power to know (v-vi). Plato, it is argued, finally abandoned his earlier "tragic" view of knowledge for a kind of divine comedy in which he acknowledged the ultimate dependence of reason on poetic myth. In this context, tragedy means sharing the blindness responsible for Oedipus' "failure to grasp the full particularity of his problem. To the Sphinx's riddle he answered 'Man' in general without seeing that the true answer would have pointed to Oedipus himself as [an] individual" (31; cf. 34, 74, 122, 157-159). Like Nietzsche, Ballard doubts reason's capacity to solve the riddle of the Sphinx (cf. Jenseits yon Gut and BOse, aphorism 1). But, in contrast to Nietzsche, who therefore questioned the value of reason and truth, Ballard merely cautions against "tragic" intellectualism , the "hubristic" insensitivity to man's individuality discerned in such dialogues as the Phaedo, the Symposium, the Republic, and perhaps the Timaeus (5f., 24f., 35f., 41--47, 73, 85, 158f., 173f., 182). For if only universals are real, as these dialogues teach, and particulars are therefore to be shunned, why should one accept the personal and political responsibility central to what Ballard calls Socrates' "existential loyalty" (20, 23, 32, 45, 60, 73, 79, 153, 157, 160, 17Of., 179f.) ? Although precluding tragic, ascetic love of universals, "existential loyalty" requires that these absolutes exist independently of the realm of change and individuality, if morality is to defend itself against the skeptical relativism or subjectivism ascribed by Ballard to the sophists . Unfortunately, the unbridgeable gap, the x~p~6~ between individuals and Forms, knower and known, is conducive to the relativism which it was supposed to avoid. For if the X~p~a'l~6~is truly unbridgeable, the Parmenides' arguments against the usefulness and relevance of the Ideas are valid (cf. 11, 80, 86-92, 109f., 129, 131f., 163). Men would then be compelled to find their good in their individual selves, not in some common or universal Idea existing in absolute independence. To preserve the aspects of the x~p~ demanded by "existential loyalty", but at the same time avoid both "tragic" objectivity and sophistic subjectivism, Ballard proposes a solution "platonic in spirit, even if not in every detail" (161; cf. vi, 64): "The forms are 'seen' but they are seen not directly by sages and philosophers as they were, supposedly, in the Phaedo and the Symposium. They are seen only by the mythical Demiurge; then they are imitated in the world soul where they may be recognized again by the skilled intellect. In this manner Plato endeavors to save his moral, political, technical, and scientific beliefs from the several forms of sophistry" (163; cf. 49f., 72-79,120f., 140f., 154f., 160-68, 172, 181). Only in myth can one picture to oneself the infallible knowledge precluded by the x~p~b~ and by the demands of "existential loyalty." Although Platonists might deprecate Ballard's elevation of myth above reason, they would be well advised to contemplate the perplexing problem which he attempts to solve. Ballard is no irrationalist (80, 182). His is the somewhat Kantian enterprise of combating both dogmatism and skepticism by making reason aware of its ultimate need for faith in a myth transcending reason. However, he fails to perceive that Plato's main sophists and rhetoricians, far from indulging in skeptical relativism (118, 157,163), were also guilty of the "tragic" intellectualism which insists that moral excellence (&per~)must arise from infallible insight. In the Republic (340D1-341A4), for example, Thrasymachus, and not Socrates, first makes unerring knowledge prerequisite for sound rule. However differently they view the activities to which knowledge leads (e.g., as tyranny or as philosophic contemplation), Socrates and Thrasymachus are closer to each other than either is to Glaucon for whom virtue is dependent upon something akin to Kant's "good will" or noble simplicity rather than on expert knowledge, x 1 I have discussed this aspect of the Republic... 
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