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Investment in science has led human civilization to many achievements in science and
technology, including military weapons. Advanced weapons nowadays may seem cool
and fancy than stick and stone in the stone age, or swords and arrows in the middle age,
but they are also surely a thousand-time more powerful and deadlier.

At the first look, it might seem that our investment in science has been paid off, but it is
not true in the scenarios that such weapons are used for waging war — the worst scenario
of a conflict. War always leads to deaths and devastation. Cultural and environmental
heritages cannot be rebuilt, and humans cannot be reborn [1,2]. They are, to some
extent, invaluable.

Weapons do not destroy things and kill people by themselves, but they are used and
controlled by the hands of humans. No matter how advanced they are, they are still tools
that serve humans’ interests. Therefore, it is unwise to expect the sole development of
technology and science can help resolve conflicts. Conflicts need to be resolved through
humane approaches aided by science and technology developments. Besides advances
in science and technology, humanities and social sciences developments are
indispensable for resolving conflicts and improving well-being [3].



The cost of science can be either rational or irrational, depending on its purposes [4]. So,
don’t make our science costly by making war. Otherwise, human civilizations will resolve
conflicts using “sticks and stones”, as Albert Einstein quoted.
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