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Philosophy for Children and Democracy:

Theory and Practice for Visualizing Preference Change and Consensus-Making
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This article examines the relationship between Philosophy for/with Children and democracy from
both theoretical and empirical perspectives. The first half of the article draws on the theory of
deliberative democracy to identify some democratic aspects of Philosophy for/with Children. The
second half of the article empirically investigates the way in which we can practice Philosophy
for/with Children as a practice of deliberative democracy. To this end, the article illustrates the
classroom activity designed by the authors, the aim of which is to enable students and teachers to
visually share the phenomenon of “preference change” and “consensus-making.” Drawing on the
empirical findings, the article explains theory, method, practice and democratic contributions of the

activity.
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