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PHILO OPHY AND UICIDE-STATISTICS IN AUSTR 
H NGARY: 

Variation on a Theme of Ma aryk* 

J.C. yiri 

In his book The Austrian Mind (1972) W. M. John ton observe 
that between 1861 and 1938 a striking number of Austrian 
intellectuals committed uicide. He also remark that prior to 1920 
suicide was relatively rare among Hungarian intellectual: and as a 
po ible explanation he refer to their more inten ive political 
activity. John ton con entrate on uicide by intellectual' one 
mu t, however, a ume that uch suicide are of anecdotal interest 
only since it i with creation of the mind that the intellectual qua 
intellectual will re pond to the difficultie urrounding him. By 
committing suicide he will however imply add one to the sum 
total of suicide death . 

The present paper, accordingly investigates relation between a 
society' intellectual life and its general uicidal tendencies. In so 
doing it takes up a central theme of T. G. a aryk's uicide as a 
Social Mass Phenomenon of Modern Civilization, publishe in 
Vienna in 1881, republished in an American tran lation in 1970, 
and reprinted in the original German in 1982 by Philo ophia 
Verlag, Munich. 

* * * 

By way of introduction, et me refer to some present-day 
Hungarian uicide- tatistics. Since the beginning of the 1960 the 
uicide rate in Hungary has con istently exceeded that of every 

other nation. Moreover, while in the last three decade the rate of 

• Reprinted with some alterations, from East Central Europe 5/1 
(1978). A ver ion of the present paper was published by Philosophia 
Verlag, Munchen, as an introduction to the 1982 edition of Masaryk's 
Suicide. 
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TABLE I 

BER OF SUICIDES PE.R 100.000 OF TH nON IN THE SUO TLS OF AUSTRlA·HU 

921·30 1931.040 1960 1965 1970 1971 

Hun 320 26.' 33.7 6 35.1 

AlISlria 31 o 23. n ~1.9 24.2 22.7 

CuchOllovalUa 206 21.5 24.5 SJ 242 

explanation of the present Hungarian situation historical investiga­
tions concerning the dual monarchy might contribute sigmficantl}. 
These investigations would, however, produce no results if the 
merely considered patterns of, say, economic change or population 
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density. For although it mu t be obvious that changes in suicide 
rate are a function of certain ocial changes, it is just as obvious 
that there exi t no necessary connection between suicide trends on 
the one hand and other manifest ocial trends and developments 

n the other. 
There were two period in nineteenth-century Austria during 

which the number of uicide increa ed rapidly: the first coincided, 
ore or Ie with the economic crisis of the seventie and the 

sub equent depre ion; the other occurred in the late nineties, 
during a time of moderate economic pro perity. Suicide rates 
cannot be correlated in any definite way either with poverty or 
with wealth. Of the Au trian provinces, Galicia was one of the 
poorest, Upper Au tria relatively rich but both had low uicide 
ate . It i known that men ommit suicide more often than 

women, old people more often than the young, unmarried people 
more often than tho e having a family tho e living in town more 
ften than those living in village ; yet the striking fact that in the 

southea tern countie of Hungary suicide is, and as far as records 
indicate alway has been two or three times a common as it is in 
the northwe tern counties, re i ts any explanation in terms of 
differences in the sex and age distribution of the population, or in 
terms of differences in family structure or ettlement patterns. It is 
known that tho e working in industry are on the whole, more 
liable to commit uicide than tho e working in agriculture. Yet, 
when in Au tria in the fir t decade of thi century uicide rates 
were projected for each province on the basi of overall Austrian 
average with regard to different profe sian and to the distribu­
tion of profe ion in the province in question, they did not 
coincide with the actual rates. In Bohemia the difference was, after 
Trie te, the greate t: there, the number of actually committed 
suicides exceeded the anticipated figure by 60 percent. 

If we are thu unable to di cern a generally valid connection 
between the level of and changes in suicide rates on the one hand, 
and other directly observable social phenomena on the other, we 
are confronted by a problem. If we assume, as we must, that it is 
indeed social factors which to a great extent determine suicide 
death rates we mu t, obviously, search for uch factors at a deeper 
level. ow such factor are, ometimes, clearly reflected by 
developments in a society's intellectual life. Of the constituents of 



94 

the latter, the changes in the role and intensity of philosophical 
thinking - as a mode of thinking especIall)' directed to th 
problems of human existence - are quite likely to be bound up 

ith those social processes which influence suicidal tendencies. 
That our understanding of the causes of high suicide rales wtll in 
fact be furthered by an investigation into the history of philosoph 
in Austna-Hunszary, is the thesis of the present paper. 

Philosophy and Suicide. Some Socio-Psychological Observations 

I processes leading to philosophic con­
ry different from those leading to 

however, reveals that the causes which 
on the one hand result in the intensification of philosophical 
reflection in a given society will on the other hand often bring 
about a rise In the rate of suicide. And since philosophy alway 
provides clues as to the social-historical causes of its own forma­
tion, a history of philosophy with predominantly socio-psycho­
logical interests might, as it were, narrate what suicide statistic 
merely show. 

Philosophy has many faces, and if we now try to describe a face 
of it whIch, it is hoped, only a few will regard as a mere mask, w 
can say that the task of philosophy is to analyze the categorie 
round which the knowledge we have is built. The task of philoso­

phy IS to maintain some order and system within the network 0 

those elementary distinctions through which our orientation in the 
orId is made at all possible. The work of phl1osophers become 

urgent when orientation In the world is hampered by conceptual 
confusions. Such conceptual confuslOns, however - and here phi­
losophy is alread) showing another of its faces - arise only in 
pecific historical situations: in situations where a community ba 

to choose between historical alternatives, neither of which it can 
holeheartedly embrace. An example of the philosophical attitude 

was presented in the 1960s by Georg Lukacs. Speaking of hi 
o-called Ontology - a work in which he set out to prove that the 

concept of freedom and the concept of limitation do not actually 
contradict each other - Lukacs, in 1969, said that "to-day, over 
the age of eighty, J have yet to write my really decISive works. Thi 
is not a biographical question but the ideological consequence of 
the world situation" - the "world situation" being characterized 
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Y the simultaneous cn 1 of ureaucratic Marxism and the 
"American way of life." Lukacs, incidentally recognized much 
earlier that it is paradoxical historical ituations that give birth to 
philosophy. Analyzing the emergence of German classical philos­
ophy and pointing out that when viewed from backward Germany, 
both the achievement and th dark sides of British capitali m 
were clearly discernible, in hi The Young Hegel he wrote: "For 

ermany's great bourgeoi humani t there arose the complicated 
and paradoxical nece ity to accept on the one hand bourgeoi 
society, to recognize it a the only po sible and h nce neces ary 
society, as the progressive reality; on the other hand, they had 
openly and critically to expo e nd tate its contradictions, not to 
capitulate apologetically before the inhumanity that is bound up 
with its essence." 

The intellectual ituation thu characterized by Lukacs can so 
to speak, be regarded as a paradigm of the manner in which phi­
losophy comes into being. The multinational Habsburg Empire 
certainly produced in the process of retarded bourgeois trans­
form tion, many uch ituation. The more effectively repre­
sentative 0 bourgeois liberalism in Austria fought the con­
ervati e establishment the more threatened they became y the 
o ialism, nationalism, and antisemiti m that were gaining strength 

under liberal conditions. The more succe ful German nationalists 
were in awakening the national consciou ne s of Au trian er­
ma os, the more irrevocably they undermined the foundations of 
the multi-national state in which they enjoyed considerable ad­
vantage . And the more succe fully Czech nationali t loosened 
the ties between ohemia and German Au tria the more defense­
less they became in the face of Pan-German and Pan-Slav im­
perialism. 

Hungarian nationalism, too representing the Hungarian minori­
ty within the ingdom of ungary found it elf in a ituation 
where the more extreme its program wa , the Ie it could trive 
for Hungary' independence, since only within the framework of 
an u tro-Hungarian Empire supported by Vienna wa it pos ible 
to maintain Hungarian predominance in Hungary. Hungarian 
nationalism was, however, in power; its dilemma wa of a political, 
not of a conceptual, nature. This dilemma was olved politically 
again and again' and while it resulted in moral disillusionment and 
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created a poetry of loneliness and melancholy, it did not, before 
the political crisis of 1905-06, find expressIOn in philosophical 
form. The poet Janos Vajda recognized in the seventies that there 
was no Hungarian party which he could join with real conviction: 
a party whose program could somehow give meaning to his life. 
On the other hand, the young Lukacs in the 1910s had to choose 
not between parties, but between world-historical alternatives; 
between socialism and the bourgeois world, between East and 

est. He attempted to search, philosophically, for a /hird waJ • 

As for Czech nationalism, toward the end of the century it too 
constituted an effective political power, in need of an articulate 
political philosophy as a guide to action. Such a philosophy wa: 
elaborated at the turn of the century by T. G. Masaryk. In hi 
book The Czech Ques/ion (1895), Masaryk wrote that in a human­
itarian spirit and in accord with the facts of history, "we must, in 
agreement with our fellow-countrymen, strive towards independ­
ence within the framework of the Austrian Empire." In 1881 
Masaryk, then still a Privaldozent of philosophy at Vienna, pro­
vided a rather more sublimated formulation of the dilemma of 
dependence and independence in his philosophical-anthropological 
work on suicide. In search of a religion that would constitute a 
defence against suicide, and in search of ethical perfection at the 
arne time, Masaryk hoped for a unification of the Catholic belief 

in au/horily and Protestant individualism - a religious third way. 
And it was for a third way that Ernst Mach, the rector in Prague 
was looking, caught as he was between Czech and German 
nationalist controversies. Only the establishment of an independ­
ent Czech university could prevent the originally German institu­
tion from becoming predominantly Czech; and Mach, in 1882 
succeeded in having the hitherto unified university separated and 
an independent Czech university established. Philosophically, 
however, he could regard tbe Czech-German national strife a 
actually non-existent. In bis work The Analysis of Sensa/ions 
(1886), he declared the concept of a "nation", like that of the 
"'""go", to be empty. 

* * • 

Philosophical constructions come into being through. and are 
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formed by, hi torical-political ten ion; the dispo ition to uicid 
however eems to be essentially independent of political condi­
tions. It wa an early di covery of the sociology of suicide that not 
political, but geographical, bor r eparate area havin high ui­
cide rates from tho e having low ones. Hung there certainly 
bave occurred since the last century, fundamental political 
changes: but the uneven territorial di tri ution of suicid death 
rate ha not tbereby been affected and evidences very much the 
arne pattern a that of a hundr d year ago. It ha already been 

mentioned that the uicide rate for the southea tern countie f 
Hungary h b en, for many decade now, two or three times as 
high as those for the northwestern countie . One can not from a 
ociological point of view explain these constant difference oci­

ologically they have to be accepted a given, i.e. as bein linked 
with p ycho ocial cbaracteristics that ar somehow, originally dif­
ferent in different areas. 

hat the p ychosocial characteri tic of a community do indeed 
to a gr at extent determine the suicidal di po ition of it members, 
mu t certainly be a umed. Suicidal behavior i the kind for which 
people are, a it were, trained by ociety, in particular by their 
family and their immediate ocial environment. Those seemingly 
innocent communication and behavioral pattern through which 
one frr t makes one's acquaintance with the notion of uicide, or 
out of which th idea of suicide arises, do not receive the same 
empha i , are not uttered or di played with the same frequency 
and in the arne form in different area different cultural group , 

ifferent ub-cultures. Of tbe p ycho ocial characteristics having 
an influenc upon suicidal di po ition the rna t important, how­
ever, aT not tho e which directly take part in forming the ide of 
uicide. Recent inve ligation into the p ychic force behind ui­

cide clearly indicate that suicide hould not be conceived of as 
here an now act of a ingl person, but hould on the contrary, 
be een a the limiting point of a longer social proce s, in hi h 
prace the immediate a well a the broader environment of the 
per on in ue tion played a deci ive role. Before committing sui­
cide, a per on will somehow, alway attempt, through a pecific 

ct called the cry for help - indeed through a serie of such acts ­
to call attention to him elf. Even attempted uicide hould be 
regarded a a p cial form of cry for help. A fatal uicidal act will, 

-
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generally, only ensue if the cry for help has not elicited any positive 
response - indeed has, perhaps, elicited a negative response, an 
encouragement to suicide. This is why there exists a strong disposi­
tion to suicide among people who are single or who are living 
alone, among deviants rejected by society, or among those who are 
living in a foreign environment, e.g., in emigration. The suicide 
rate is high for those subcultures in which the cry for help will not 

e heard; where people living together are strangers to each other 
where the cohesive force of the community is weak. This force 
becomes weak if the social regulation of individual behavior, and 
in natural interconnection with it, the system of common convic­
tions, is disturbed. 

an explanation for the fact that Catholicism provide 
generally, a stronger defence against suicide than does Protestant­
ism, sociologists pointed, even in the last century, not so much to 
differences between specific beliefs, but rather to the difference 
between the organization of the respective churches. "The Roman 
hierarchy with the Pope at its top" - wrote Masaryk in his Suicidl 

'became, in the course of a few centuries, a once and for all 
rticulated whole, an organism with strict discipline and order. .. 

By this organization the Church succeeded in chaining the souL... 
f course the favorable effect of Catholicism ceases where it has 

lost and is losing its power over souls, e.g., in France and Austria, 
where the disposition to suicide is very strong." Catholicism lost 
its power over souls in Austria because, according to Masaryk, it 
had actually to be re-erected on shaken foundations - over a 
forcibly suppressed Reformation. Moreover, the edifice of the 

hurch was further weakened by the politics of Joseph II. Masa­
yk's reflections suggest, and this renders them especially interest­

ing, that a social structure which permits a high suicide rate i 
although independent of momentary political effects. a result of 
definite historical and pOlitical developmentu. 

Interesting in this respect are the observations of Milan 
Machovec, the author of an excellent book on Masaryk. "Mter the 
battle of the White Mountain," according to Machovec, "the 
Czech people became, externally, and in the end internally 
Catholic - most of them sincerely so. But here a basis was laid for 
certain far-reaching traumatic stereotypes, especially that of a pro­
found conflict between the personal and the social 'Ego', skepti­
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Imperial-Royal Dual Monarchy found themselves confronted with a 
difficult problem. They were supposed to feel themselves to be Imperial 
and Royal Austro-Hungarian patriots, but at the same tIme also a 
Royal Hungarian or Imperial-Royal Austrian ones. TheIr not incom­
prehensIble slogan, in the face of such difficulties, was "Untted we 
tand!" ... But for this the Austrians needed to make a far stronger 
tand than the Hungarians. For the Hungarians were first and last 

only Hungarians, and counted only incidemally, among people who 
did not understand their language, as also Austro-Hungarians. The 

ustrians, on the other hand, were primarily nothing at all, and in th 
view of those in power were supposed to feel themselves equal! 

ustro-Hungarians and Austrian-Hungarians - for there was not 
ven a proper word for it. 

a result of a political schizophrenia reaching back several 
centuries, then, the inner cohesive forces of German Austrian and 
Bohemian society loosened; and it seems that in the high suicide 
rates in contemporary Austria and Czechoslovakia depressing 
experiences of the past continue to make themselves felt. The high 
Hungarian suicide rate, too, will appear less perplexing if one 

umes that the present situation was influenced not only by con­
temporary social processes, but also by processes and events of 
more remote times. The problem of suicide in Hungary is consti­
tuted, above all, by the high rates for the southern-southeastern 
areas. The five counties which for many decades now have had the 
highest rates - Csongnid, Bacs-Kiskun, Szolnok, Hajdu-Bihar 
and Bekes - form, together with those counties (Pest, Tolna 
Baranya, Feher and Heves) which, according to the statistics for 
J950-65, come next, a continuous area, of which only the eastern 
margin is heir to Calvinist traditions: the counties Hajdu-Bihar 
and Bekes. Except for the territory of Hajdu-Bihar, this area i 
almost identical with that marked off by the treaties of 1606 - a 
part of the country which, for the greater part, was repopulated 
only after the Turkish wars, in the eighteenth century. It is quite 
possible that the historical experiences of the population in the 
devastated areas under Turkish occupation, combined with th 
original weakness in the inner cohesive forces of a society consti­
tuted by immigrants, contributed to the relative emotional poverty 
and coldness in the subculture of the southeastern plainJand 
which, as the outstanding Hungarian psychiatrist Bela Buda ha 
pointed out, one so often encounters in the stories and novels of 



hi h mi ht ea il be ne of 



30_ 

as representea In 

re not 
tern 



303
 

r ratb r r Ii ble i.e. th 



O£ 

. ­
00 
w 
. ­
w 
v­

.... 
00 
W 
0'1 

~ 

. ­ .... . ­ .... 
00 00 00 00 00 
0'1 0'1 V\ V\ .. 
0'1 . ­ 0'1 .... 0'1 
~ 0­ 0­ V. V. a v- a V\ 0 

00 
\0.... 
-0 
V\ 

~o:::---::::;oor-_~-~-t------t---.,~--+--- OZ 

A'MOIN HI 331 I 31-1 ~ nJoa S31V1S NV3dO'M03
 
3WOS ~O.::l 011 1 dOd' 1I1:W 000'001 ~E1d S GI IOS:I ~. {twn
 

Z 1 .L 
~o£ 





that it planned 
ld paper. Onl 



307 

the second edition (1860) ofhis book, Zimmermann abandoned the 
conceptual framework of Bolzano and introduced Herbartian 
categories in te d, ugge tive of a harmony actual and real. 

immermann of cour e declared that the modification were only 
terminological and did not affect the substance of the matter; and it 
i true that the German profe or of philo ophy Herbart, who died 
in 1841 wa at this time regarded th official philo opher of 

u tria. The change i Zimmermann' book thu had xternal 
rather than immanent philo ophical reasons; but what the pre­
dominance of external considerati os in contemporary work 0 

philo ophy really ignaled wa that philosophical thought had n 
untimely chara ter. 

After 185 ,in which year the mu ic critic and ae thete Eduard 
Han lick, obviously a philo ophical disciple of Bolzano, publi hed 
hi penetrating om Musikalisch- chonen, no philosophical event of 
intere t occurred in u tria for a decade and a half. But in 18 I arl 
Menger's Grundsiilze der olk wirlschajlslehre as pubIi hed, n 
economico-philosophi al work expre sing, in n abstract 00­

ceptual form, the contradictions inherent in Au tria's retarded 
economical dev lopment a well as those in the political situation of 
the u triaT' liberal . In 1872 the Leseverein der Deutschen Studenten 
Wien wa founded - a ociety giving spiritual expre ion to the 
German nationali t attitude among university student an n­
tituting a focal point for th Viennese cult of Wagne and 
ietzsche. In 1874 the South German Franz Brent no, author of a 

pre-phenomenological work that aroused attention and has since 
become a cia ic wa invited by the Univer tiy of Vienna to occu y 
one of the hair of philosophy. In 1875 Krakow-born Ludwig 

umplowicz won, for hi di sertation Rosse und toot - in fact a 
tre ti e in th philosophy of hi tory - the title ofprofe or at Graz. 
In 1878, the fIr t ver ion ofMa aryk's philo ophical-anthropological 

uicide was completed. During the following year the intensity of 
philo ophical thinking once more dimini hed in ,ustria - not 
however, in Bohemia. It wa in 1884 that Ernst Mach in Prague 
tarted to write hi The Analysis oj Sensations, in which the Ego 

became dissolved into a complex of neutr 1 elements. "The Ego 
cannot be aved," rote Mach, and: "if I die, the elements will not 
occur any more in that usual, well-known pattern. This is all there i 
to say." 



The philosophical upswing of the 1870s in Austria more or Ie 
coincided with the intensification of suicidal dispositions. The 
uicide rate for Vienna showed, subsequent to the decline in the 
econd halfof the 1850s, a marked rise at the beginning of the 186v~. 

The Austrian average did not increase rapidly until the end of that 
decade. Between 1866-70 and 1871-75, however, the increa 
amounted to 49 percent (between 72 and 73 to 47 percent). The 
figure is 63 percent if the 1869-73 and 1874-78 averages serve as the 
basis of comparison. During the same time, i.e. between 1869-73 
and 1874-78, the rate for Vienna rose by 48 percent, and reached 
29.5 per 100,000. These dramatic increases cannot be attributed 
olely to the economic crash of 1873, since in the following year 

too, a high level and a rising tendency were still observed. It i 
rather, the effects of a statistical modification that one encounte 
here, the effects of a change, in 1872, in the data collecting system. 
While unti11872 only church authorities provided data, from 1873 
on medical authorities, too, compiled statistics. In other words, the 
increase observed for Austria and Vienna in the first half of the 
1870s was not, in its entirety, an actual one. 

In the second half of the decade, however, one faces an 
unambiguously real and considerable rise. The 1880s brought for 

ienna a gradual fall in the suicide rate; the Austrian average, too 
decreased somewhat from the second half of the 1880s. Bohemia 
was an exception. There, for the rest of the century, a continuou 
and marked increase was registered. If we now consider the year 
during which the Bohemian suicide rate for the first time displayed 
tendency contrary to that of Austria - i.e. the first and even more 
the second period of the 1880s - we find that the emergence of 

ach's philosophy partly coincides with and partly precedes those 
years. The value of these observations is, however, diminished b 
the fact that the suicide rate for Prague during this period does not 
eem to be available, and one should of course not expect that it 

tendency necessarily coincided with that of the Bohemian average 
rate. The marked rise of the suicide rate for Vienna in the early 1860 
preceded by several years the great upswing of Austrian philosoph­
ical thinking; while the beginnings of the latter more or Ie 
coincided with (in Menger's case indeed preceded) the increase i 
the suicide rates for Austria and Vienna in the early seventies, it 
final chapter occurring during the years when the increase in the 
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our feeling of the worl ,the Lebensstimmung of the new generation. 
very di tincti n i aboli hed here, phy ical and p ychical now 

togelher, elem nt and n alion become one the go is di olved and 
everything become one etern I tream... For years I have nOl read 

nything that 0 immediately comm nded my a ent, with a igh of 
relief and the feeling that h re omething is made obviou that all of us 
have for a long time now dimly en ed. 

In 1 03 great enthu ia m greeted Otto Weininger' ex and 
Character, which wa howev r c rtainly equalled in philo ophical 
depth by hi posthumou ly (1906 publi hed fragment On the Last 
Things. In 1903, eininger committed uicid at the ag of twenty­
three. This act occurred at time when the uicide rat for Vienna 
wa on the decline. fter the decrea e of the I 0 the uicide r te 
there 0 ciliated in the 1 90 around 28 per 100 000. There wa a 
udden ri eat th end of th century. The rate wa 29 for 1 99 and 

35.4 for 19 O. ub equentl ther wa a deer a ,the trend changing 
in 1906. Th av rag u tri n rate wa , sin c th lOs, lowly 
decrea ing. Between 1 96-19 0 and 1901-05 th re wa ,however an 
increa of 17 percent the ri e holding firm in the following year. In 
Lower u tria in the mid-ninetie there was a gradual in rea , 
becoming more pronounced towards the end of the century. 

In tyria, a in B hernia th uicide d ath rate was during the 
last third of the c ntury continuou lyon the ri e. The in rea wa 
relatively low between 1891-95 and 1 96-19 0, relatively quick 
between 1896-1900 and I 01-05. Comparing the change in suicid 
rate with changes in philo ophical en itivity, on could ay that the 
philo ophicallow-ebb of the 1 0 coincided with th decline of the 
Au trian average uicide rate a well a with that of the r te for 
Vienna. The eginning of th philo ophical up wing towards the 
end and at the turn of the c ntury clearly preced d the marked ri e in 
the uicide rate for Au tria Lower u tria and Vienna while 

einong philo ophical elf-realization roughly coin ided with the 
mo t pronounced incr a e in uicid rate for ustri includin ,to 

particular, tyri . 
In Bohemia the low increa e in the uicide rate during the 1 0 

and 1890 wa t the turn of the c DtUry, followed by a more 
marked ri e. In the average of 1901-05 the rate was 2 .2 per 100,000. 

or Pragu the data re rather incomplete. The increase in the rate 
for Prague was 22 perc ntb tween 1 91-1900andI901-10.Betw en 
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1900 and 1909 the rates for each year are also available, and their 
analysis suggests that the rise was a sudden one, occurring actuaU 

t the turn of the century. The suicide rate for Prague was an 
extraordinarily high one: 61 per 100,000 in 1891-1900,75 in 1901­
1910, and 93.3 in 1905. These figures are, however, not valid. 
Persons committing suicide in a suburb of Prague were mostl 
brought to the central public hospital and were buried from there 
their case being registered in the statistics for Prague. In 1906-09 the 
average suicide rate for Prague war 67, the average for Prague 
including the suburbs was 35. This latter figure, too, is higher than 
the corresponding figure for Vienna; and of course the suicide rate 
could not possibly have an even distribution for the area constituted 
by Prague and the suburbs, i.e. the actual rate for Prague must have 
been above 35 in 1906-09, and above the proportionate figure of 50 
in 1905. 

In 1900 about nine tenths of the population of Prague was Czech 
and one tenth German. We do not know what the distribution of the 
uicide rates was between the Czech and the German population. It 

does not, however, seem probable that there should have been a 
great difference between the two rates, since on the one hand a low 
Czech rate would imply an absurdly high German rate, while on the 
other hand one cannot believe that among those Germans and 
German-speaking Jews living a Kafkaesque existence the suicide 
rate should have been low. The hero of Kafka's short story "The 
Judgment," written in 1912, commits suicide; the main character of 
the fragment "Wedding Preparations in the Country" is, all the 
time, thinking about one problem: how he could withdraw from any 
human relationships he has. Kafka's first works were, in any case, 
written in a town with a very high suicide rate, simultaneous to, 
and immediately after, the suicide peak in 1905. The substantial 
increase in the Bohemian rate at the end of the century, and tbe rise 
in Prague which probably occurred during the same time, were 
preceded by the publication of Masaryk's political-philosophical 
work, The Czech Question in 1895. 

The average suicide rate for Hungary was, until about 1896, the 
year of the millenium, lower than that for Austria. The fragmentar 
data for the l850s report a rate of about 3-4 per 100,000. From the 
end of the 1870s onwards, more or less systematic data are available. 
The Hunllarian rate, if Croatia is not included, was about 9 per 
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opher who died young but who exerted a great influence in 
particular on Karoly Mannheim and Arnold Hauser. One find 
that in Budapest the strengthening of suicidal dispositions was in 
fact accompanied, indeed preceded, by an intensification of philo­
ophical thinking. 

* * • 

The present survey shows that, between the history ofphilosoph 
in Austria-Hungary and the turning-points in Lts suicide statistic 
triking chronological correspondances are by no means rare. These 

correspondances seem, in most cases, to display the very pattern 
that was, in the present paper, initially suggested, i.e. a chronological 
precedence of the intensification of philosophical reflection in 
relation to increases in the suicide rates. Statistics thus render 
probable the thesis that in Austria-Hungary the tensions abstractly 
expressed in philosophy were indeed identical to those tension 
which led to high suicide rates. If the suicide rate is to-day high in 
Hungary, this fact is not independent of both the remote and the 
more recent turning-points and dilemmas of Hungarian history. 
And it seems that Hungarian philosophy, past and present, provides 
useful insights as to what these turning-points and dilemmas were, 
or indeed are. 

ote: 

The source of the statistical data here presented was, first of all, the 
ustrian Sraristische Monatsschriften. in particular the material provided 

by the vol urnes published in 1895 and 1912. Further sources were: H.A. 
Krose,Der Selbsrmord im 19,Jahrhundert nach seiner Verteilung aujStaaten 
und Verwaltungsbezirke (Freiburg i.Br.: Herdersche Verlagshandlung, 
1906); T.G. Masaryk, Der Selbstmord als sociaIe Massenerscheinung der 
modernen Civilisation (Wien: Verlag von Carl Konegen, 1881); G. Mayr, 

tatistik und Gesellschajtslehre. Vol. 3 (Ttibingen: Mohr, 1909). Source 
for Hungarian data were: Budapest Szekesfijv6ros Starisztlkal Kozle­
menyei, Vol. 51; Magyar Statisztikai Evkonyv (1895); various publications 
of J6zsef Korosi; the volume A devitins viselkedes szociol6giOja (Budapest: 
Kozgazdasagi es Jogi Konyvkiad6, 1974) ed. by Rudolf Andorka, Bela 
Buda, and Uszl6 Cseh-Szombathy; and an article written by Andorka, 
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Hungarian Quarterly, 18, No. 67 (Autumn 1977). Regarding Masaryk, I 
made use of Milan Machovec's Thomas G. Masaryk (Graz: Styria, 1969)­
the quotations from The Czech Question are based on the German 
translation given in the appendix of Machovec's book. Attempted suicide 
is interpreted as a cry for help by E. Stengel, in his Suicide and Allempred 

uicide(Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin, 1972). The formulation by 
K.W. Deutsch is taken from his Nationalism and Social Communication 
(Cambridge, Mass.: MIT-Press; New York: John Wiley, 1953), p. 71. My 
uggestion that the long-lasting effects of the Turkish occupation might, to 

a certain extent, be responsible for the uneven distribution of suicide rate 
in Hungary, is partly derived from the contrast drawn by Gyula SzekfU 
between two types of Hungarian, the western (dunai), and the eastern 
(tiszai) type. The difference between the two characters, according to 

zekfii, "might stem from the difference in racial mixture... but also from 
higher education, or - and here our historico-psychological means will 
hardly prove sufficient - simply from custom," from patterns ofbehavIOr 
"inherited through the generations." "The Transdanubian (western) 
Hungarian had at least something to lose during the centuries, something 
for which it was worth his while to think, to look for a modus vivendi 
between the Turks and the Germans." (Harom nemzedek, Budapest: 'Elet 
lrodalmi es Nyomda R.T., 1920, p. 128.) As regards Andersen I found 
useful suggestions in H. Hendin, Suicide and Scandinavia. A Psychoanalytic 
Study of Culture and Character (New York: Doubleday, 1965), p. 44, a 
book to which I am indebted in more than one way. The student Leseverein 
at Vienna is described in W.J. McGrath's dissertation "Wagnerianism in 
Austria," 1965, and more recently in his book Dionysian Art alld Populist 
Politics in Austria (New Haven and London: Yale Univ. Press. 1974). 




