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				Abstract
				

We propose that typical schizophrenic delusions develop on
the background of preexisting anomalies of self-experience. We argue
that disorders of the Self represent the experiential core clinical
phenomena of schizophrenia, as was already suggested by the founders
of the concept of schizophrenia and elaborated in the phenomenological
psychiatric tradition. The article provides detailed descriptions
of the pre-psychotic or schizotypal anomalies of self-experience,
often illustrated through clinical vignettes. We argue that delusional
transformation in the evolution of schizophrenic psychosis reflects a
global reorganization of consciousness and existential reorientation,
both of which radiate from a fundamental alteration of the Self. We
critically address the contemporary cognitive approaches to delusion
formation, often finding them inconsistent with the clinical features
of schizophrenia or implausible from a phenomenological point of view.
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