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138 Chapter6 

As another example of the lack of knowledge in the social sciences, in the 

U.S., about seventy-five percent of actual voters don't know what the policy

preferences are of the democratic and republican candidates. 6 Voters largely

do worse than a coin flip on distinguishing platform positions between the

candidates on issues such as abortion, the environment, and welfare. The

amount of knowledge journalists in the mainstream media have over the

masses is extraordinary.

Moreover, democratic deliberation tends to cause apathy and move people 

further to the extremes.7 Political psychology data shows that rational 

deliberation adds nothing more than if people just baldly stated their position 

without any discussion. Rational deliberation, discussion, and debate don't 

change people's minds to the other side but can have a corrupting influence. 

Yet, irrational influences in deliberation, such as a candidate's looks and a 

candidate's use of emotionally charged and biased words, can have a strong 

influence for change. 

While it was initially thought that people mostly vote for their perceived 

national good rather than selfishly,8 new studies show that high and low 

information voters in terms of political knowledge vote based on their social 

identities and partisan loyalties.9 When the policy preferences of a party 

change, its members eventually for the most part fall in line regardless if 

they're politically competent or not. The phenomenon of tribalism has been 

well found and replicated in political psychology, where people will even deny 

basic truths of the world and common-sense morality to maintain 

consistency with their tribe.10 For example, experiments show that voters will 

approve a policy X if they're told that it's what their party approves of, but 

s Althaus, Collective Preferences. Ilya Somin, The Problem of Political Ignorance (Stanford, 
CA: Stanford University Press, 2013). 
7 Norbert L. Kerr, Robert J. MacCoun, and Geoffrey P. Kramer, "Bias in judgment: 
Comparing individuals and groups," Psychological review 103, no. 4 (October 1996): 687. 
Donald Downs, The New Politics of Pornography, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1989). John Hibbing and Elizabeth Theiss-Morse, Stealth Democracy: Americans' Beliefs 

About How Government Should Work (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002). 
Tali Mendelberg, "The Deliberative Citizen: Theory and Evidence," in Research in 

Micropolitics, Volume 6, ed. by Michael Delli Carpini, Leonie Huddy, and Robert 
Shapiro, (Bingley, UK: Emerald Group Publishing Limited, 2002), 151-193. 
a Althaus, Collective Preferences. Caplan, The Myth. 

s Achen and Bartels, Democracy for Realists. 
10 Henri Tajfel, "Social Psychology of Intergroup Relations," Annual Review of Psychology33, 

no. l (February 1982): 1-39. Drew Westen, The Political Brain, (New York: Perseus Books, 
2008). Jonathan Haidt, The Righteous Mind, (New York: Vintage 13ooks, 2012). 
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they'll reject this same policy if they're told that it's endorsed by the opposing 

party rather than their own.1 1 It's generally held in evolutionary psychology 

that in-group biases are innate, and we are genetically pre-wired for them. 

Democracies are not about individuals having the power to vote and put 

forth their own policy preferences. Rather, democracies are really about 

political parties and identity groups along with their group agendas. Studies 

show that for those who know the policy preferences of politicians, people 

pick a favored candidate from their party first, then adopt the candidate's 

positions even though they go against the voter's initial preferences or are 

positions typically held by the opposing party.12 Moreover, politicians are not

looked upon negatively when adopting contrary views. Peoples' policy 

preferences are malleable, and what it means to be a Republican or Democrat 

is largely up to the party leader. 

Platforms can change based on the leader's direction, such as with Donald 

Trump moving the Republican party to the extreme right towards fascism on 

certain issues. For example, he favored a "total and complete" travel ban on all 

Muslims, a largely peaceful people, while a candidate for president and the 

tribes did align when it came time to vote despite the agenda for a clear 

violation of freedom of religion.13 He has issued a presidential memorandum

that bans most transgender people from enlisting in the military with a few 

exception cases, such as for service members who were diagnosed with 

gender dysphoria before the effective date of the policy.14 This inequality in

employment violates their right to serve in the military. A party's platform can 

come to adopt discriminatory policies that violate minority rights, such as 

being against civil rights or for slavery, imperialism, and genocide as was 

11 Geoffrey L. Cohen, "Party Over Policy: The dominating impact of group influence on 
political beliefs," Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 85, no. 5 (November 2003): 
808. 
12 John Zaller, The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion, (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1992). Gabriel S. Lenz, Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to 

Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012). David 
E. Broockman, and Daniel M. Butler, "The Causal Effects of Elite Position-Taking on
Voter Attitudes: Field Experiments with Elite Communication," American Journal of

Political Science 61, no. 1 (January 2017): 208-221.
13 Jessica Taylor, "Trump Calls For 'Total And Complete Shutdown Of Muslims Entering' 
U.S.," NPR, December 7, 2015, https://www.npr.org/2015/12/07 /458836388/trump
calls-for-toTol-and-comploto-shutdown-ot'-muslims-entering-u-s.
14 Hallie Jackson and Courlnoy Kubo, "1htmp's controversial transgender military policy
goes into effect," NBC No1111, J\,prll 12, 2019, https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc
out/trump-s-controvor8lbl•tf[lllli[40ndor•tnllltctry•policy-goes-effect-n993026.
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