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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  A Commentary on Max Scheler's Critique of the Kantian Ethic RONALD F. PERRIN THE RECENT TRANSLATIONinto English of Edmund Hussefl's Die Krisis der europtiischen Wissenscha]ten und die transzendentale Phiinomenologie1 serves as a reminder that the critical edge of the phenomenological method was not intended by its author to cut solely at the presuppositions of the natural sciences and the psychology of behaviorism . Writing of the attitude which the phenomenologist should adopt toward philosophy itself, Hussefl noted that "this must include a critical consideration of what, in respect to the goals and methods (of philosophy) is ultimate, original, and genuine.... -2 For the most part, however, the task of applying phenomenology to the intrinsic themes and concerns of philosophy was left to Husserl's contemporaries and successors. One of the more ambitious and problematic exercises in applied phenomenology culminated in Max Scheler's Der Formalismus in der Etl'dk und die materiale Wertethik,3 a study which incorporated the extensive critique of Kant's ethic to which this paper is devoted. SCHELER'S APPRAISALOF KANTIANFORMALISM A cursory reading of the Formalismus leaves the impression that Scheler did not take Kant too seriously. Many of the references to Kant's ethical writings are undocumented and/or out of context. More disconcerting yet, particularly to those who subscribe to more traditional interpretations of Kant, is Scheler's tendency to give only passing attention to central features of Kant's doctrine. For example, Kant's introduction of the transcendental idea of freedom in the Critique of Pure Reason and the crucial role which causality through freedom subsequently plays in the Critique o[ Practical Reason is at best a peripheral issue in Scheler's appraisal.4 For all his apparent unorthodoxy, however, it would be misleading to conclude that Scheler did not approach Kant in earnest. In the preface to the first edition of the Formalismus Scheler referred to Kant's work as the "most consummate ethic which we today possess" and he further underscored the impact of Kant's thought upon his own in the subtitle to that same edition: Mit Besonderer Beriicksichtigung der Ethiks Immanuel Kants. 1 Edmund Hussed, The Crisis o[ European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology, tr. by David Carr (Evanston: Northwestern University Press, 1970). 2 Ibid., p. 18. a Hereafter all references to this work will be cited in my text with the abbreviation FORM followed by the page number. All such citations will be to the third edition published in Bern (A. Franke AG) in 1966.Unless otherwise noted all translations are mine. 4 For a detailed treatment of the implications which Kant's Critique of Pure Reason has for his subsequent ethical writings, see Chapters 1 and 2 in my doctoral dissertation, "Max Scheler's Concept of the Person: Towards a Radical Humanism" (University of California, San Diego, 1971). [3471 348 HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY What, then, are we to make of this disharmony in Scheler's Kant appraisal? To some extent we can attribute its most cavalier aspects to the fact that Scheler's work habits were simply incompatible with the creation of long, well-documented treatises. "Restless in the quiet of a library or study, he preferred the bustle of chattering people and the clink of glasses, even for his most serious writing. Because he did much of his 'research' in restaurants and cafes, his notes scribbled on the back of a menu or letter, he found it difficult to trace the sources of many of his ideas.''5 But there is more at issue here than the character of Scheler's life style. Scheler was primarily interested in Kant's philosophy as the paradigm expression of ethical formalism and, as we shall subsequently see, he tended to focus his attention upon its most general features, particularly the bifurcation of experience into formal and material constituents, the distinction between a priori and a posteriori knowledge and the dualism of phenomena and noumena, without concern for the many nuances of meaning which these terms assume in the three Critiques. This approach was the result of Scheler's conviction that all previous attempts to refute Kant's doctrine through an evaluation of Kant's thought as it... 
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