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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Notes and Discussions European Identity and National Characteristics in the Historia philosophica of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries Philosophy proper commences in the West. It is in the West that this freedom of selfconsciousness first comes forth; the natural consciousness, and likewise Mind disappear into themselves. In the brightness of the East the individual disappears; the fight first becomes in the West the flash of thought which strikes within itself, and from thence creates its world out of itself. For Hegel, in whose time the West still coincided with Europe, philosophy was a profoundly European phenomenon. However, in its definable rise and development in Greece, it was connected with a particular political, social, and spiritual organization or rather with a "people" or "nation" (VolklNation), and it is to this category that Hegel referred again in his exposition of "Recent German Philosophy": In the philosophy of Kant, Fichte, and Schelling, the revolution to which in Germany mind has in these latter days advanced, was formally thought out and expressed; the sequence of these philosophies shows the course which thought has taken. In this great epoch of the world's history.., two nations only have played a part, the German and the French, and this in spite of their absolute opposition, or rather because they are so opposite. The other nations have taken no real inward part in the same .... * Hegel's Lectures on the History of Philosophy present us with the fulfilment of the twin concept of universalreason/nationality, in which the idea of "European" consciousness is articulated philosophically and dialectically. And indeed, the history of philosophy understood as historia rerum gestarum seems to have swung--in the nineteenth Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, Lectures on the History of Philosophy, trans. Elisabeth S. Haldane and Frances H. Simson (Atlantic Highlands, NJ, 1983; reprint of the London edition, 189~1896 ), Vol. I, "Introduction," 99. Cf. Giovanni Santinello, "Storia della filosofia e dialettica: Hegel," in Storia delle storiegenerali dellafilosofia, a cura di Giovanni Santinello e Gregorio Piaia, Vol. IV/I: L'et~ hegeliana. La a~iografia filosofica neU'areatedesca(Padova, 1995), 435-39. *Hegel, Lectures on theHistory of Philosophy, III: 4o9. [593] 594 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 34:4 OCTOBER ~996 century and later--between two perspectives, both of which, though indeed in different ways, go back to the "idea of Europe" and to the associated principle of cultural unity. One perspective treats the history of philosophy as the history of reason understood universally, and hence not solely European (or rather, universal precisely inasmuch as it is European)~; the other reads the development of philosophy according to the role which History has at one dme or another granted to the thinkers of the particular European nadon that serves as a reference point or moving force. (One only has to think, for Italy, of Gioberti's well-known thesis of "Italian primacy with respect to thought" or of Bertrando Spaventa's theory of the "circulation of Italian thought.'4) In the light of these concepts it is possible to reread from a European viewpoint the historical-philosophical literature of the two centuries before Hegel, that is, the period which saw the refounding of historia philosophica as a literary genre which was autonomous and increasingly engaged in the "critical" and "philosophical" sphere. In fact it could be pointed out that the "myth of the philosophical people" (as Croce called it in a controversial reference to Germany)s was found with incontrovertible clarity as early as the Prologue to the Vitae of Diogenes Laertius (and one could go back to Aristotle himself): There are some who say that the study of philosophy had its beginning among the barbarians. They urge that the Persians have had their Magi, the Babylonians or Assyrians their Chaldaeans, and the Indians their Gymnosophists; and among the Celts and Gauls there are the people called Druids or Holy Ones .... These authors forget that the achievements which they attribute to the barbarians belong to the Greeks, with whom not merely philosophy but the human race itself began. 6 On the other hand we are well aware that the elaboration of the idea of Europe as a geographico-cuhural entity came somewhat later... 
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