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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Notes and Discussions Early Influences on Peirce: A Letter to Samuel Barnett The letter we publish here is an outstanding example of Charles S. Peirce's fondness for intellectual autobiography? It is part of a correspondence between Peir~ze and Samuel Barnett (185o-1943) in late 19o9 and early 191o. Barnett was professor of mathematics at the University of Georgia and had written on probability and insurance . In 1909, he was writing a book entitled Probability, Freedom and Philosophy, and apparently wrote to Peirce asking about his writings on probability.' Peirce responded with a series of letters on his views on probability, the proper preparation for doing work in logic and a long discourse on his existential graphs in logic. Most of the correspondence is of little interest, but the letter of December 9o, 19o9 contains one of Peirce's most detailed accounts of his early reading in philosophy. Some of what he says is known from other passages, but nothing in the Collected Papers or the volumes published so far of the Writings of Peirce provides such a full picture of his formative reading.3 The letter is also noteworthy for other information it gives about Peirce's Popkin learned of the letter from John Krois while lecturing at Emory University in x989. The historical, editorial, and interpretativework is primarilyby Meyers. Popkin offered historical and critical suggestions, which led Meyers to further research on some of the matters in the letters, such as the skeptical sources known to Peirce. We wish to thank Emory Universityand Ms. Linda Matthews, head of Special Collections, for permission to publish the letter, and John Wuichet for his help in checking on the Barnett material at Emory. We also want to thank Alan Olsen of SUNY at Albany for proofreading the letter, and Kenneth Laine Kemer and an anonymous referee of theJourrud for suggestions on a earlier version of the paper. ' Barnett received his B.A. from the University of Georgia in 1869. He was professor of mathematics at Davidson College, then at the Universityof Georgia, and later professor of physics at the University of Louisiana. He wrote two books on insurance:Life InsuranceAccounting(Louisville , 19o9), ll2 pp., and The Statementsof a Life Insurance CompanyIncluding the Gain and Loss Exh/b/t (Atlanta, 1913). The manuscript of Probability, Freedomand Philosophy is in the Special Collections of Emory University. It consists of two large bundles and one roll of literary manuscripts , drafts, and notes. It was never published. sCollectedPapers of Charles Sanders Peirce, ed. Charles Hartshorne, Paul Weiss, and Arthur Burks (Cambridge, MA, a932-1958). Writings of CharlesS. Peiree,ed. Max H. Fisch et al. (Bloomington , 1982-1986). The CollectedPaperswill be referred to as CP; references willbe given to the volume and section number; e.g., 5.402 is volume 5, section 402. The Writingswill be referred to as WP and references will be given to the volume and page number. We will follow the same procedure in referring to C. S. Peirce, New Elements of Mathematics, ed. Carolyn Eisele (The [607] 608 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 31:4 OCTOBER 1993 intellectual biography, notably the influence of Hobbes and his dating of the year in which he gave up nominalism.4 There are two sources of the correspondence, a. The Emory University Library has four letters from Peirce to Barnett, all from Milford, Pennsylvania. The first is dated December 11, 1909. It is about the logic of chances and contains a list of Peirce's major works on probability. The second is the letter of December 2o, 19o9 published here and is mosdy intellectual biography. The third (dated January 5, 191o) criticizes Barnett 's views on probability, and the fourth and longest (dated February 2, 191o) is about logic. There are no copies of Barnett's letters to Peirce.s b. The other source is Harvard University'scollection of Peirce papers in Houghton Library. Catalogued as L 36 in the Robin catalogue of Peirce's papers are several drafts of letters to Barnett, an offprint of a paper by Barnett and what is probably the letter Peirce wrote to break off the correspondence, although it is not clear that it was ever sent... 
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