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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  460 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 35:3 JULY a997 as the "Socratic interpretation TM has it, enable readers to engage in philosophical discussion about important problems with the goal of their own philosophical enlightenment , then philosophical analysis should in no way be ruled out as a method of achieving this aim as one studies Plato's works. The Third Way is timely and a must-read for Plato scholars. It challenges prevailing ideologies about Plato, and provides a source with which one can dialogue concerning the genuine purpose of his writings. Indeed, if we are to take Plato seriously, we must expose to criticism even the very methodology according to which we seek to comprehend his dialogues. The Third Way succeeds along these and other lines, and those interested in putting into practice the Socratic method insofar as it pertains to the very interpretation of Plato's dialogues will find it refreshing and challenging. J. ANGELO CORLETT San DiegoState University William Wians, ed. Aristotle'sPhilosophicalDevelopment.Lanham, MD: Roman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 1996. Pp. xiv + 407 . Cloth, $69.5o. Paper, $~6.95. Aristotle's philosophical development has proven to be extraordinarily difficult to trace, despite a Corpus of more than t 5oo pages. The probIems are notorious: most of the Corpus remained in Aristotle's possession until his death, thus subject to revision; some treatises were written by his successors; additions or "corrections" may have been made to canonical treatises; the Corpus was eventually edited by Andronicus of Rhodes. Contrast Plato: his dialogues became public at different moments; plausible hypotheses have been offered of simultaneous evolutions of his philosophical concerns and his stylistic sophistication, the latter analyzed persuasively by computer. None of the authors in the present volume relies on computer-aided analyses of Aristotle's mannerisms--with good reason, for such analyses as exist have yielded results unhelpful for chronological purposes. It is as if the entire Corpus had one publication date: "posthumous." To be sure, there are references to historical events or persons outside the ambit of the Corpus, but most of those references are valuable chiefly as terminipost qu/bus. Aristotle did not write everything simultaneously; the Corpus must contain the record of a philosophy developed over a lifetime. Theorists of Aristotle's philosophical development often point to inconsistent positions taken on various issues; since Aristotle was a great philosopher, he could not have held both positions simultaneously, so one must be earlier, the other later. One version of this way of thinking assumes that Aristotle, a member of Plato's Academy for twenty years, must have committed himself to parts of Platonism, then (gradually or suddenly) given that up to embrace his distinctly different or opposed philosophy. Since the time of Case and Jaeger, early in this century, the fragments of dialogues and other texts supposed to have been written while Aristotle was still under the spell of his teacher (e.g., Eudemus, On Philosophy)have 9j. Angelo Corlett, "Interpredng Plato's Dialogues," forthcoming in ClassicalQuarterly. BOOK REVIEWS 461 been taken as Aristotle's starting point; some part of the Corpus is the end point. Jaeger, Nuyens, and many others have thought that they have found inconsistent positions expressed not only between fragments and Corpus, but within the Corpus, sometimes even within a single treatise (Metaphysics, De Anima), explicable, so it seems, only by positing a temporal space between the composition of the opposed passages. Hypotheses of this sort appear to be limited only by the ingenuity of the interpreter. The contributors to the present volume are certainly among the most ingenious. The book valuably includes most of the brilliant, and seminal, 191o Encyclopedia Brittanica article by Thomas Case, and the informative "First Thirty Years" by A. H. Chroust (1963). The remainder of the articles were originally presented at a conference ; their authors are well-known Aristotle scholars, representing a wide range of types of Aristotle interpretation. The authors also vary in their degree of commitment to developmental hypotheses in the interpretation of Aristotle: Hintikka, Wians, Modrak, and Cleary seem to deal only tangentially with developmental theories, while Berti, Brinkmann, Code, and Pellegrin seem more or less hostile to such notions. Berti, for example... 
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