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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Book Reviews Richard D. Mohr. The Platonic Cosmology. Philosophia Antiqua, Vol. 4 ~. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1985. Pp. xi + 2oo. Paper, $27.5 o. This book is a collection of eleven essays on aspects of Plato's cosmology. Eight of the essays have previously appeared in scholarly journals. Six of the eleven are devoted to passages in the Timaeus; the others concern passages in other late Platonic dialogues . The essays are preceded by an introduction which states the main "themes and theses" developed in them; they are followed by a bibliography, an index locorum, and an index of authors cited. The longest and most original of the essays are the first two, which deal with Tim. 3oc-31b (the "unique world argument") and 37c-38c (on time), respectively. Mohr argues that the cosmos is unique because it is an "immanent standard," a sensible counterpart of the Form of Living Being (like all Forms a "transcendent standard"), and standards must be unique. In his analysis of 37c-38c Mohr also describes Platonic time as an immanent standard, namely a clock (59). Essays three and four concern Plato's account of the Receptacle (space) and the status of the phenomena that appear in it. Space is a medium in which phenomena appear; phenomena are unknowable insofar as they are in flux, but intelligible insofar as they are images of Forms. In Essay five Mohr argues in opposition to Cornford that earth, air, fire and water, the primary bodies of the Timaeus, are present in the chaos that precedes the Demiurge's production of the cosmos and possess even then the geometric natures described at 53cff. Essays six to eleven deal with the relation of the cosmology of the Timaeus, Statesman , and Philebus to that of the Phaedrus and Book ten of the Laws. Mohr argues that Plato in the Timaeus and Statesman viewed phenomena themselves as causes of disorderly motion and thus as sources of evil, whereas in the Phaedrus and Laws ten all motion is caused by soul. Thus the doctrine of motion in the two pairs of dialogues is inconsistent. Mohr also claims that Plato treats the world-soul in the Statesman, Philebus , and Timaeus differently than in the Phaedrus and Laws: as a maintainer of order rather than as a source of motion. Finally, he argues that the Laws, unlike the Timaeus, must provide an explanation of evil because it does not treat phenomena as a source of evil and a limitation of the Demiurge's power as the Timaeus does. Mohr's method combines careful analysis of the text with critical discussion of the interpretations of other scholars. The essays demand of the reader familiarity both with the text of the particular passage under discussion and with the secondary literature; this limits their audience in effect to professional scholars in ancient phi- [585] 586 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 25:4 OCT 1987 losophy. Mohr's interpretations often shed light on these passages. Though scholars will disagree with some of his conclusions, I found them basically sound. The book would have been strengthened, however, by a fuller discussion than Mohr offers of the general aspects of Plato's cosmology. In the introduction he notes that: "Plato's cosmological writing, especially the Timaeus, is the one place in Plato's work where all of the "furniture" of Platonism--gods, souls, Ideas, matter, space, properties, natural and artificial kinds--are seen related each to all within a single frame" (1). Mohr, however, devotes little space to an account of that frame and the items within it; for the most part he subordinates discussion of these major themes of Platonic cosmology to the exegesis of particular passages. As a result, one has to hunt around a bit for Mohr's interpretation of the nature of the Forms; and, though his description of them as "exemplars" and as "the fundamental individuals of Plato's ontology" (2) is intriguing, I found no explanation of how these claims could be reconciled with the claims that the Forms are not "things qualified" (43) and are universals (56). Further, Mohr gives the reader several indications that he favors a literal interpretation of the Demiurge's... 
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