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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Alfred Sidgwick on Meaning PETER RADCLIFF THE WRITII~GSOF ALFRED SIDGWICK (1850--1943) are little read nor often cited? The lack of attention paid to Sidgwick is not a tragic loss since much of what he maintained about language and meaning has been independently arrived at by linguistic analysts. A "family resemblance" between certain analytic philosophers and the pragmatists has been detected by some philosophers. ("Here the word, there the meaning. The money, and the cow that you can buy with it. [But contrast : money, and its use.]") 2 This English philosopher who studied at Oxford may serve as a homological if not a phylogenetic missing link. A familiarity with jurisprudence has enabled some philosophers to shed light on philosophical problems of long standing. Sidgwick, perhaps, belongs in this number, a Other philosophers have suggested that the proper model for philosophical argument is legal argument rather than mathematical deduction or scientific theory construction. Sidgwick's writings suggested that legal argument could serve as the paradigm for all argument with the exception of mathematical deduction. It is this reliance on the legal model that gives a contemporary ring to some of Sidgwiek's writing. One can move quickly from the wheeled vehicle problem (Is a man on skates or a bicycle to be charged the toll for wheeled vehicles?) to a discussion of vagueness (Waismann's open texture), an attack on essences, the claim that the meaning is the use, an emphasis on the importance of context, attention to particular cases, and an attack on simples. Sidgwick does all of these things. i His controversy with Dodgson over the interpretation of "if... then" is mentioned in a footnote by A. N. Prior, Formal Logic (Oxford: 1955), p. 19. John Passmore gives a brief discussion of his work in A Hundred Years o] Philosophy (New York: 1957), pp. 170-171 and includes him in the bibliography at the back of the book hsting four of his six books, lie omits An Elementary Logic (Cambridge, 1914), abbreviated hereafter as Logic and, surprisingly , Distinction and the Criticism o] Belie]s (London: 1892), abbreviated hereafter as Distinction, the book in which Sidgwick first stated a number of his characteristic doctrines that were to be amplified in the later works: The Process o] Argument (London: 1893), abbreviated hereafter as Process, The Use o] Word8 in Reasoning (London: 1901), abbreviated hereafter as Use, The Application o] Logic (London: 1910), abbreviated hereafter as Application. Passmore also fists Sidgwiek's first book, Fallacies (London: 1883) and, unfortunately, his account of Sidgwickis largely based on this work. R. Abel's study of Schiller, The Pragmatic Humanism o] F.C.8. Schiller (New York: 1955), contains only two references to Sidgwick, although a great many of Schiller's ideas were derived from Sidgwick. In addition to his six books, Sidgwick published numerous articles in Mind between 1878and 1941.His last article, "A Note on Ambiguity," Mind L (1941), 423-424, published when he was ninety-one, emphasizes the need for distinguishing between sentence and statement and might have marked a beginning rather than an end. An obituary by H. Sturt, Mind, LIII (1944), gives a short account of Sidgwick's life and philosophical activity. A number of Sidgwick's letters to Schiller and typed copies of some of Schiller's letters to Sidgwick are to be found in the F.C.S. Schiller collection in the library of the University of California, Los Angeles. Ludwig Wittgenstein, Philosophical Investigations, trans. G.E.M. Anscombe (New York: 1953), remark 120. 8Sidgwick took his degree in jurisprudence. Sturt in the obituary notice in Mind mentions that it was a fourth-class degree. [2251 226 HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY I At the center of Sidgwick's thought is what he calls the problem of application. How can a general term apply to a number of distinct particulars? Sidgwick solves this problem by holding that, instead of a fixed meaning determining whether a rule, statement, or general term applies to a given situation, the decision to apply the rule, statement, or general term in this situation determines the meaning. "Thus the enquiry after a definite meaning is always the enquiry how some general name shall be applied... 
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