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   At the beginning of Iliad 13 ZEUS turns his eyes away from the bloody slaughter on the battlefield, where the Trojans are furiously attacking the ships of the Achaeans, and instead directs his gaze far off toward the north and east, looking out over the lands of the horse-herding Threikoi, the close-fighting Mysoi, and then, apparently further and further away—both geographically and morally (both ethnically and ethically)—the noble, milk-drinking Hippemolgoi, and, finally, the justest of men, the Abioi (Il. 13.4-6):
   
 
 
 The Threikoi and Mysoi are well known historically. The Hippemolgoi are apparently a Scythian tribe; Hesiod, in his fragmentary Catalogue of Women 150.15, mentions —"the Scythian drinkers of mare milk." But the Abioi are a mystery. The word is a hapax legomenon in Homer, and (as a proper noun) all that have survived of its later occurrences appear to have been inspired by this very Homeric passage.1 [End Page 465]
 Homer seems to derive the name from alpha-privative plus , that is, "without violence," rather than βÍoς(without a livelihood) or (without a bow), for he glosses it "justest of men." The fact that there is a schema etymologicum preceding in the collocation of and should incline us toward the view that , too, is a gloss. And the overall contrast that Homer is drawing between the unceasing toil and violence of the Trojans and Achaeans fighting by the ships and the comparative utopia of the noble Hippemolgoi and just Abioi of the north and east lends further support to the view that Homer is engaging in etymological wordplay here—that he intends to be understood as "those who are without violence." Zeus' eyes are seeking a respite from the violence of battle as they gaze further and further afield.
 Two and a half centuries after Homer, Aeschylus makes a cryptic reference to a similar sounding tribe (frag. 196—a quotation attributed to Aeschylus' Prometheus Unbound by Stephanus of Byzantium in his Ethnica). Here Prometheus is instructing Herakles about the details of his itinerary:
   
 
 
   Then you will come to a tribe, the most justof all <mortals>, and the most hospitable,the Gabioi, where neither the plow nor the earth-cutting mattockplows the land, but rather the self-sownfields bring a bounteous livelihood to mortals.
 
 
 Aeschylus' , "the most just and most hospitable tribe of men," are apparently the same as Homer's . The two descriptions are remarkably similar, and both poets place them in the same geographical [End Page 466] region (to the far north and east).2 This was certainly the consensus among the ancient commentators—both of Homer and Aeschylus—who unanimously equate the and as designations of the same Scythian tribe.3
 How, then, can we account for the remarkable difference in form ()? This is not a simple spelling error, nor are these common biforms. Whence the mysterious gamma in Aeschylus? Or the lack thereof in Homer?
 Two explanations present themselves: (1) Aeschylus derived his notion of the tribe from Homer—from this very passage in Iliad 13—and for some inexplicable reason added the gamma to and (2) Homer dropped the gamma from , the name of a tribe known to Aeschylus from a source other than Homer in its correct and original form.
 The former is the usual explanation offered by modern commentators on these texts—for example, Richard Janko on Iliad 13.4-7; Mark Griffith on Aeschylus fragment 196—who accept without hesitation a line of influence from the more ancient to the less ancient author and refer without elaboration to a "mysterious" or "unclear" addition of Γ by Aeschylus.4
 I propose the latter explanation as the more probable. It seems unlikely to me that Aeschylus is deriving his notion of the tribe exclusively [End Page 467] from Homer. This passage is the only reference to the tribe in Homer, and here Homer clearly intended not but , as the gloss (i.e., ά + ) strongly suggests. Simply stated...
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