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   1. Introduction:
 "Aletheia Is Not A Greek Word" 
 John D. Caputo has argued that Heidegger's account of the development of Western metaphysics—a story of continuous decline from heroic Greek times to the total oblivion of Being in the technological age—needs to be "demythologized." 1 This does not mean to discard altogether Heidegger's often insightful historical analyses; yet it is necessary to recognize that his conception of history can be read at another level than that of the narrative of the ever-increasing logocentrism of Western thought. Read "critically," Caputo suggests, Heidegger makes claims about transcendental history; not about certain facts in the history of Being, but about the a priori structure rendering these facts possible. Aletheia, then, "is no longer a Greek word." 2 Un-concealment is the "Wesen of history, the process of letting history be, which can never be itself something historical." 3
 Caputo's interpretation makes sense. The later Heidegger famously acknowledged that his etymological understanding of aletheia as un-concealment is not historically verifiable in even the earliest Greek texts: "[w]e must acknowledge the fact," he writes in 1964, "that aletheia, unconcealment in the sense of the clearing of presence, was originally experienced only as orthotes, as the correctness of representations and statements." 4 Moreover, Heidegger has been criticized—rightly so, it seems to me—for the tenuous basis on which he built his interpretation [End Page 501] of Roman thought: almost exclusively etymological analysis of certain key terms. 5 Again, Heidegger's understanding of medieval thought as fundamentally unphilosophical (with the exception of German Meister Eckhart) is superficial. In fact, after his Habilitationsschrift on Duns Scotus (or rather, Thomas of Erfurt) he seems to have abandoned careful work on the intellectual life of the Middle Ages. 6 Thus, Caputo's interpretation enables us to focus on the profound philosophical insights in Heidegger's theory of history, rather than the indisputable weaknesses of his historical narrative.
 That is what I propose to do in this essay. Although I will not abstract from Heidegger's historical narrative, I would like to shed further light on the meaning of his "transcendental" 7 conception of history. To this end, I will first attempt to situate Heidegger's account of the development of Western metaphysics historically, that is to say, in the history of philosophical conceptions of the history of philosophy. For it is difficult to appreciate the full meaning of a philosophical theory without seeing it against the background of its predecessors and rivals—theories from which it emerged and with which it continues to compete. 8 In a second step, I will turn to Heidegger's own version of the "story" of Western thought, as well as the reasons why he added another, transcendental level to it. This will lead us, finally, to a discussion of some philosophical implications of Heidegger's conception of history, in particular regarding the problem of "historicism."
  2. History of the History of Philosophy 
 Philosophy traditionally claims to convey truths that, transcending the conditions of their historical origin, are valid universally. To defend this claim in light of the historical diversity and development of philosophical doctrines, all great philosophical systems contain some account of the history of philosophy. These accounts, in turn, have a history. Let me try to sketch out what appear to be its most important steps. 9
 Throughout his extant works, Aristotle articulates his philosophical theories in constant dialogue with his predecessors. What is more, Book A of the Metaphysics presents the first history of philosophy in the West. Inscribing itself into an overarching circular conception of time and history, 10 Aristotle's understanding [End Page 502] of the history of philosophy among the Greeks is linear. 11 His own thought thus appears as the culmination of the ideas of his predecessors, articulating clearly what others saw but dimly and drawing the partial insights of different thinkers together into a more complete whole. 12 Aristotle's definition of happiness...
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