
Introduction

Pope JohnPaul ii, at his 1979meetingwith young people at Jasna
GóraMonastery, called theuniversity a “masterpieceofhumancul-
ture.”1 thepopesofthelate19thandearly20thcenturiesviewedthe
institutionoftheuniversityinasimilarway.Noticingtheatheization
ofeuropeanuniversitiesintheageofpositivism,theytriedtoinspire
scholars to create catholic universities.And such higher education
institutionswereindeedestablishedinmanycountriesoftheWestern
world.

OnthemapofeuropeafterWorldWari,Polandbegantoplaya
hugerolefromthepointofviewoftheHolySee.Afterthecollapseof
the Austro-Hungarian empire, the reborn Polish republic was the
most important state that remained under the strong influence of
catholicism,astatethatopposedtheBolshevikatheistonslaught.All

The Role of Thomistic Philosophy 
in the Cultural Mission 

of the Catholic University of Lublin

Studia Gilsoniana 12, no. 1 (January–March 2023): 9–31
iSSN2300–0066(print)

iSSN2577–0314(online)
DOi:10.26385/SG.120101

Mieczysław Ryba

Mieczysławryba,JohnPauliicatholicUniversityoflublin
lipin@kul.pl•OrciD:0000-0002-6532-5987

1 cf.Mieczysławryba,The idea of Catholic University in the Re born Poland,trans.
MaciejB.Stępień(Warszawa:WydawnictwovonBorowiecky,2018),19.

Article —received:Jan.24,2023•Accepted:Feb.1,2023



thiswasclearlyperceivedbyPopePiusXi,whoearlier,asApostolic
Nuncio to Poland, had observed from close quarters the Polish-
-Bolshevik war and the Polish victory atWarsaw inAugust 1920.
Yearslaterhedescribedthisexperienceasfollows:

the glorious political resurrection which introduced Your Nation...,
back into the community of european nations and the nations of the
world,isconditioned:youneedtotakebackyourpositionofacatholic
power.2

WiththesewordsaddressedtorepresentativesofPolishdiplomacy,
thepopewantedtoencouragePolestotakeupthecivilizationalmis-
sion they played in centuries prior (Poland as Antemurale
Christianitatis).

this whole context was perfectly understood by the enlightened
people of the Polish church, and among them, certainly, by the
founder of the catholic University of lublin, Father idzi radzi-
szewski.thestruggleforPoland,inthebeliefofthosecatholics,was
not only of a military nature, but above all it was a cultural one.
Marxistideology,spreadingsorapidlyintheworld,hadtofindresis-
tancenotonlyonthebattlefieldsaroundWarsaw,buthadtobedefeat-
edonideological(cultural)grounds.thisrolewastobeundertakenby
thecatholicUniversityoflublin.therefore,lookingattheideologi-
cal(philosophical)premisesthataccompaniedtheactivitiesoftheuni-
versityinthisarticleseemsimportantfromacognitivepointofview.

10

2 Archiwum Akt Nowych [the central Archives of Modern records] (AAN,
Warsaw, Poland), Ministerstwo Spraw Zagranicznych [Ministry of ForeignAffairs],
Protokół dyplomatyczny. Przemówienia posła (ambasadora) Skrzyńskiego podczas
składania listów uwierzytelniających i odpowiedzi papieża, 1922, 1924 [Diplomatic
Protocol,AddressesbyMP(Ambassador)Skrzyńskiduringthepresentationofcreden-
tials,withpapalresponses,1922,1924],ref.No.808:23.
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intheintentionofPopeleoXiii,theconceptualpatronofcatholic
universities,itwasthephilosophyandtheologyofSt.thomasAquinas
thatwas tobe the foundation for the revivalof academic life in the
catholic spirit. therefore, an analysis of the functioning of the
thomisticmilieuatthecatholicUniversityoflublininvariousperi-
ods of the university’s existence will to a great extent give us an
answer concerning the real impact of thecatholic university on the
sociallifeofPolandandthechurch.

Struggles over the Compatibility 
of Science and Faith

the second rector of thelublinUniversity after idziradziszewski,
FatherJacekWoroniecki,3 opposedthesecularizationofuniversitylife
thathadtakenplaceineurope,seeingtherootsofthiscrisisintheAge
of enlightenment. Up to that point, despite various ideological
upheavals,theprevailingconvictionwasthattherewasanundeniable
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3 FatherJacekWoronieckiOP(1878–1949)wasrectoroftheUniversityintheyears
1922–24.Woronieckiwasaphilosopherandtheologian.Hetaughtethics,moraltheol-
ogy,andthemethodologyofreligiousteachingandpedagogy.Hismostimportantwork
isKatolicka etyka wychowawcza [catholiceducationalethics],whichhebasedonthe
thoughtofSt.thomasAquinas.Heenteredintodebatewithcontemporaryphilosophi-
calcurrents,demonstratingthetimelesssignificanceofthomism.Hecriticizedfideism
separatingfaithfromreason,aswellasmoralintellectualismreducingtheimportance
offreewillinhumanaction.Herejectedsentimentalismreducingmoralitytotherealm
offeelingsonly,aswellasliberalindividualism.Heemphasizedtheinteractionofthe
will and reason inhumandecision-making.cf.AndrzejSzostek, “Woroniecki, Jacek
OP,” inEncyklopedia 100-lecia KUL [encyclopedia of the 100thAnniversary of the
catholic University of lublin], vol. 2, ed. edward Gigilewicz et al. (lublin:
WydawnictwoKUl,2018),561–562.



connection between temporal and eternal matters in human life.
Woronieckiwrote:

thespiritoftheFrenchrevolutionsoughttorefutetheseconvictions,
infamilyandpersonallife,inscienceandeducation:alloftheseareas
were now affected by the ever-growing influence of laicism, that is,
worldliness—theprinciplewhichsaysthathumanbeingshavetosettle
allof their relationsexclusively inaccordancewith theendsandpur-
poses of this world alone, without regard for anything otherworldly,
eternal,andsupernatural.4

this laicism, according to the lublin philosopher, was a theory
irreconcilablewiththerationalviewoftheworld.Hencehiscallfora
returntotheideasthatlayattherootofeuropeanculture.

thefoundersofcatholicuniversitiesaroundtheworldwerethus
concernedwithopposingthevariousanti-christianphilosophicalcur-
rentsthataroseinthe18thand19thcenturies.Followinginthefoot-
stepsoftheDogmaticconstitutiononthecatholicFaithoftheFirst
Vaticancouncil,theyproclaimedthat

God,thebeginningandendofallthings,canbeknownwithcertainty
fromthethingsthatwerecreatedthroughthenaturallightofhumanrea-
son.5

4 JacekWoroniecki],“Uniwersytetykatolickie[catholicUniversities],”inOświata
katolicka i uniwersytety katolickie. Szkice kazań na „Dzień Uniwersytecki” [catholic
education and catholic Universities: Sermon Outlines for the ‘University Day’]
(lublin: Uniwersytet, 1929), 15–16, accessed Jan. 8, 2023, https://dlibra.kul.pl/dli-
bra/publication/45044/edition/49635.

5 cf.AlasdairMacintyre,Bóg – filozofia – uniwersytety. Wybrane zagadnienia z his-
torii katolickiej tradycji filozoficznej [God, Philosophy, Universities: A Selective
History of the catholic Philosophical tradition], trans.Anna Łagodzka (Warszawa:
instytutWydawniczyPAX,2013),209.]
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Woronieckinotedthatespeciallyinthe19thcentury,universities,
influenced by the positivist philosophy ofAuguste comte, reduced
theirresearchinterestsalmostexclusivelytothemathematicalandnat-
uralsciences,whiletraditionalphilosophy(metaphysics)andtheology
weremarginalized.theintelligentsiaofthe19thcenturywasbrought
upinamaterialistspirit,whichcontributedtothecrisisoftheentire
cultureoftheWesternworld.6

itwas in this intellectualcontext thatPopeleoXiii’sencyclical
Aeterni Patris waswritten.Asaremedyforthecrisisoftheuniversi-
ty, the pope recommended the philosophical thought of St.thomas
Aquinas.inthepope’sownwords:

Again,clearlydistinguishing,asisfitting,reasonfromfaith,whilehap-
pilyassociatingtheonewiththeother,hebothpreservedtherightsand
had regard for the dignity of each; so much so, indeed, that reason,
borneon thewingsofthomas to its humanheight, can scarcely rise
higher,whilefaithcouldscarcelyexpectmoreorstrongeraidsfromrea-
sonthanthosewhichshehasalreadyobtainedthroughthomas.7

thereturntothethoughtofSt.thomasAquinaswasthereforethe
quintessence of leoXiii’smessage, and this was also the point of
establishingcatholicuniversities around theworld.the ideawas to
showthatthereisnoessentialcontradictionbetweenscienceandfaith,
that theology,philosophy,and thenaturalsciencescomplementeach
otherwithouthavingtoengageinconfrontation.8

13

6 cf.Woroniecki,“Uniwersytetykatolickie,”16–17.
7 leoXiii,encyclicalAeterni Patris (OntherestorationofchristianPhilosophy),

18, accessed Jan. 11, 2023, https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en/encyclicals/
documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_04081879_aeterni-patris.html.

8 cf.JohnHenryNewman,The Idea of a University Defined and Illustrated,3rd
ed.(london:BasilMontaguPickering,1873),219–220.
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thiswasthepositionofFatheridziradziszewski,9 thefirstrector
of theUniversity of lublin.10 Hewas a disciple of thewell-known
Belgian thomist scholar, cardinal Désiré Mercier. Mercier, as the
founder of the Higher institute of Philosophy at the louvain
Universityin1899,triedtodevelopscholasticphilosophyandtheolo-
gythere,whilekeepingupwiththeachievementsofthemathematical
andnatural sciences.All thiswas tohelpdemonstrate thesymbiosis
that shouldexistat theuniversitybetween thevarioussciences. idzi
radziszewski’s doctoral dissertation, written underMercier’s direc-
tion, was entitled Geneza idei religijnej w ewolucjonizmie Darwina
i Spen  cera [theOriginsofthereligiousideaintheevolutionismof
DarwinandSpencer].inreadingthiswork,onewillnoticetheclearly
definedscientificpositionofthefounderofthecatholicUniversityof
lublin(knowninPolandasKatolickiUniwersytetlubelski,ormore
frequently, by its acronym KUl), who unequivocally rejected the
Darwinist (evolutionist) approach to issues of social life (including
religion).radziszewskiwrote:

Why is it so, that even in our present day, praised so much for the
progressthathasbeenmade,foritscultureandallthesciences,religion

14

9 FatheridziBenedyktradziszewski(1871–1922)wasastudentofcard.Désiré
Félicien François JosephMercier (1851–1926) and an avid promoter of the idea of
catholic universities and classical philosophy in the spirit of leo Xiii’s encyclical
Aeterni Patris.From1914to1918hewasprofessorofphilosophyandrectoroftheSt.
PetersburgtheologicalAcademy.in1918,heestablishedauniversityinlublin.Atthe
scientific level,hedevelopedthethoughtof theso-calledlouvainneo-thomism.cf.
StanisławJaneczek,“radziszewskiidziBenedykt,”inEncyklopedia 100-lecia,vol.2,
247–48.

10 Please,notethatfromitsfoundationin1918to1928thenameoftheinstitution
was “Universityoflublin”; then, as theStatutewas finally approved, it became the
“catholicUniversityoflublin” (KUl); in2005 thenamewaschanged to the“John
PauliicatholicUniversityoflublin”,withthesameacronymasbefore.
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doesnotdisappearbutgainssomanydefendersandcountlesssupport-
ers?Andifatruereligiondoesexist,canitsoriginsbetracedbacktoan
errorandillusion,asSpencermaintains?Again,ifitwasbornoutofan
illusionanderror,whereisthathistoricalmomentofittakingthenew
pathof truth?Whereexactlydid thisdownrightessentialchange take
place,withnochangetotheessenceofreligionassuch?Andifthelat-
terchangehadindeedtakenplace,thenwhydoesreligion...alwayscon-
tainthesameessentialandconstitutiveelementswithallpeoples,atall
timesandinallplaces?11

radziszewskienteredintoanargumentwiththehighlyfashionable
sociological trends at the turn of the 20th century, criticizing them
fromhisneo-thomisticpointofview.thiswasalsothespiritinwhich
histhoughtdevelopedinsubsequentyears.rejectingpurelyDarwinist
evolutionism, radziszewski stood consistently on the ground of
catholiccreationism.12 Hebelievedthattherejectionatthephilosoph-
icallevelofthecreativeactsofGodmustleadtounbelievablehavoc
notonlyatthecognitive(scientific)level,butalsoatthemoralone.13

15

11 idzi radziszewski, Geneza idei religii w ewolucjonizmie Darwina i Spen cera
[theOriginsofthereligiousideaintheevolutionismofDarwinandSpencer],trans.
and ed. Władysław Świder and Michał M. Maciołek (lublin: Wydawnictwo KUl,
2012),24.

12 cf.ryba,The idea of Catholic University,42–43.
13 Years later,FatherMieczysławAlbertKrąpiec, longtime rectorof thecatholic

Universityoflublinduringthecommunistera,alsotookupthetopicofevolutionism
and its cultural effects, followingradziszewski’s example. He approached the issue
fromthethomisticposition:“ifthereischangeandevolutionwithoutacause,without
itssufficientreasonofbeing,thensomethinglesswouldbecomesomethingmorewith-
outanyjustification,andnon-beingwouldturn,inasense,intobeing.Andnothingcan
emerge from nothingness.”MieczysławA.Krąpiec, “ewolucjonizm, ale jaki? [evo-
lutionism—Yes,ButWhichOne?],”inEwolucjonizm czy kreacjonizm [evolutionismor
creationism], ed. Piotr Jaroszyński (lublin: Fundacja ‘lubelska Szkoła Filozofii
chrześcijańskiej,’2008),39.
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thus, idzi radziszewski erected a university in lublin, while
standingfirmlybehind the thesisof thenon-contradictionofscience
and faith.14 toradziszewski’smind, contradicting thembothwas a
foul play, leading to a dramatic secularization of the Polish intelli-
gentsiaatthethresholdofindependence,whichinturnthreatenedto
bring innewideologies(communism) thatweresodangerous to the
Polishstate.therefore,itwasnecessaryatthattimetoeducateagen-
erationofcatholicintelligentsia,livingouttheirfaithnotonlyonan
emotional level, but intellectually.15 the catholic university, he
believed,wastobebasedonafoundationofthomisticphilosophyand
thomistictheology.radziszewskirecognizedphilosophyasthehigh-
estlevelofscience,whilearguingthatitsconnectionwiththeparticu-
larsciencesshouldbemaintained.16

Fatheridziradziszewski’ssuccessorsapproachedthesubjectina
similar way. this was how Father JacekWoroniecki, who, like St.

16

14 Hewrote:“Somepartofourpopulationhasbeenwonovertopseudo-scientists
and popularizers of knowledgewhowere convincingly suggesting that therewas an
impassabledividebetweenscienceandfaith.”idziradziszewski,Credo nowożytnego
fizjologa (kupamięcizmarłegoeliaszadecyon)[thecreedofaModernPhysiologist
(inmemoriamofthelateÉliedecyon)](Włocławek:printedbyAuthor,1913),5.

15 Weread:“ithastobestatedinallsinceritythatintelligentclassesarecatholicin
nameonly,thatintelligentcatholicswhoareabletodrawconclusionsonconvictions
they hold dear are but a handful, and a really small one for that matter”. idzi
radziszewski,Uniwersytet katolicki w Polsce,inidem,Pisma [Writings],ed.Stanisław
Janeczek,MichałM.Maciołek, and rafał charzyński (lublin:WydawnictwoKUl,
2009),383.

16 thisisoneofthefundamentalmethodologicaldifferencesbetweenthelouvain
neo-thomism(radziszewskietal.)andthetheoryofbeingthatiscurrentlyadvanced
by the lublin Philosophical School (Krąpiec et al.). the latter is strictly thomistic
(‘paleo-thomistic’,asanoldjokehasit),anddevelopedbymeansoftheapparatusof
contemporarylogicandthelatestdevelopmentsinthetheoryofscience.thankstothis,
the theoryofbeingisastandalonedomainofhumanknowledge, independentofany
particularscience,religiouscreed,oranytheology.ithasitsownformalobjectandits
ownmethod.itisapurelyrational,realistic,andmaximalisticphilosophy,explaining
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thomasAquinas,belonged to theDominicanorder,viewed theuni-
versity.thematterwasdefinednodifferentlybythenextrectorofthe
catholicUniversityoflublin,FatherJózefKruszyński.17 Allthiswas
withintherecommendationsoftheHolySeeandthePolishepiscopate
(theformalproprietorofKUl).inaspecialpastoralletterconcerning
theUniversityoflublin,thebishopspointedoutthatfaithandknowl-
edgeflowfromonesource,havingtheirrootsinGodthecreator.18

the1920sand1930sweremarkedbyafierceideologicalstruggle
ineurope.WhileMarxistcommunismdominatedinrussia,Darwinist
racism increasingly reigned inGermany.Meanwhile, in Poland, the
processofthe‘catholicization’ofsociety’selite,inwhichthecatholic
Universityoflublinhadaspecialroletoplay,wasprogressing.the
HolySeeconsistentlyrecommendedthedevelopmentofcatholicuni-
versitiesbasedonthomisticphilosophy.PopePiusXi,inhisencycli-
calStudiorum Ducem,indicatedthatintimesofideologicalconfusion,

17

theentirerealityintheaspectofitsexistenceandultimatecauses.Moreover,thetheo-
ryofbeingdoessoinanindubitableandnecessarymanner,andisopenandoutward-
-looking towards all philosophical issues and all related questions asked by humans
since time immemorial.cf.AndrzejMaryniarczyk, “introduction /Wprowadzenie” in
StanisławKamiński, On the Methodology of Metaphysics /Z metodologii metafizyki,
trans.MaciejB.Stępień(lublin:PolskietowarzystwotomaszazAkwinu,2018),5–14.

17 Father Józef Kruszyński (1877–1953) was an alumnus of the St. Petersburg
theologicalAcademy,andin1925–1933rectorofthecatholicUniversityoflublin.He
contributed immensely toobtainingfurtherstateauthorizations for theuniversityand
looked after its expansion. Kruszyński'smain research interests centered on biblical
studies.cf.GrażynaKarolewicz,“Kruszyński,Józefks.,” inEncyklopedia 100-lecia,
581; Krzysztof Kołodziejczyk, “Kadencja rektora ks. Józefa Kruszyńskiego
(1925–1933) [the rector’s term of Office of Fr. Józef Kruszyński (1925–33)],” in
Katolicki Uniwersytet Lubelski 1918–2018,vol.1,ed.GrzegorzBujak,AgataMirekand
Jarosławrabiński(lublin:WydawnictwoKUl,2019),125–132.

18 ArchiwumArchidiecezjalnewlublinie[romancatholicArchdioceseoflublin
Archive](AAl,lublin,Poland),KuriaBiskupialubelska[lublinDiocesecuria],List
Pasterski Biskupów Polskich w sprawie Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego [Pastoralletterof
thePolishBishopsontheUniversityoflublin],ref.No.61Viii1:226.
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oneshouldreturntothethoughtofSt.thomasAquinas(herepeated
thecall:Ite ad Thomam (“Gotothomas”).19 Followingthisline,the
new rector of KUl, Józef Kruszyński (who was elected by the
Bishops’councilonJune17,1927)notedthattherecanbenocon-
tradictionbetweenGod’swisdomandman’sreason,sincethelatteris
agift fromGod.All sciencecan thereforedevelopwellonly in the
lightofGod’struth.Hepointedoutthatitwasduetosuchanunder-
standingoftheworldthatuniversitieswereoncefounded,andsuch
was also the genesis of the catholic University of lublin.20
Kruszyńskiopposedthosewho,followingtheexampleofenlighten-
ment thinkers, condemned the achievements of the Middle Ages,
includingsuchfiguresasSt.thomasAquinas,St.FrancisofAssisi,
andSt.DominicdeGuzmán.HenotedthatitwasintheMiddleAges,
andnotinanyotherera,thatuniversitieswerefounded.themateri-
alist worldview so prevalent in the 19th century led, in his view,
straighttoBolshevism.21

in the1930s, thecurrentknownascatholicSocialteachingwas
vigorouslydevelopingatKUl.Greatcontributionstothisfieldwere
madebyscholarssuchasthenextrectorofthecatholicUniversityof
lublin,FatherAntoniSzymański,22 butalsoczesławStrzeszewski.23

19 co-publishedwiththestudybyJacekWoronieckiinhisbookKatolickość tomiz-
mu [thecatholicNatureofthomism](lublin:instytutedukacjiNarodowej,1999),91.
cf.PopePiusXi,Studiorum Ducem: On St. Thomas Aquinas,[June29]1923,accessed
Jan.12,2023,https://www.papalencyclicals.net/pius11/p11studi.htm.

20 cf.[JózefKruszyński],“Oświatakatolicka[catholiceducation],”in[idemand
JacekWoroniecki],Oświata katolicka i uniwersytety kato lickie [catholiceducationand
catholicUniversities],9.

21 cf. Józef Kruszyński, “Przemówienie J.M. rektora na inauguracji roku aka-
demickiegowU.l.dnia3.X.1926[inauguralAddressofHisMagnificencerectorat
the Solemn Opening of theAcademicYear in the University of lublin, October 3,
1926],”Wiadomości Towarzystwa Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego [BulletinoftheSocietyof
theUniversityoflublin],April1,1927:4–6.
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theyouthmovement,inspiredbycatholicSocialteaching,playedan
importantrole.rectorSzymańskiwasverycloselyinvolvedwithSto -
wa rzyszenie Katolickiej Młodzieży Akademickiej [theAssociationof
catholicAcademic Youth], which, importantly, was formed on the
basisofthomisticthought.

BarbararutWosiekwroteinterestinglyaboutthismilieu:

theseyoungpeoplehave trulysoughtadeeper, renewedmoralguid-
ance, and through their spiritual guides they have come across none
other thanSt.thomas.Andhewas received enthusiastically, like the
bestaid,bestmedicine,andthebestweaponwithwhichtofightforan
entirelynewtypeofreligiosity.24

Withastrongfootinginthomisticphilosophy,KUlrespondedto

19

22 FatherAntoni Szymański (1881–1942).An expert on christian democracy in
europe,hewas involved in theestablishmentof theUniversityoflublinasearlyas
1918.OneoftheforerunnersofcatholicSocialteaching(heiswidelycreditedwiththe
methodologicalstructuringofthisfieldofknowledge),authorofthefirsttextbookon
thisdiscipline(ZagadnienieSpołeczne[theSocialQuestion]).Heheldmanyecclesias-
ticalanduniversitypositions,includingrectorofKUlfrom1933.Hecombinedclassi-
calethicswithcatholicSocialteaching.thiswasapeculiarformofsocialethics.in
hiswork,herecognizedthedangersofvariousideologicalcurrents,fromliberalismto
communismandNazism(hisworksincludeBolszewizm jako prąd kulturalny i cywiliza-
cyjny [Bolshevismasacurrentofcultureandcivilization],Gospodarstwo socjalisty-
czne w Sovietach [Socialisteconomy in theSovietlands], andothers).cf.Grażyna
Karolewicz,“Szymański,Antoni,ks.,”inEncyklopedia 100-lecia,444.

23 cf.AntoniSzymański,Zapiski [Notes](digitalizedmanuscript),20–30,accessed
Jan.15,2023,https://dlibra.kul.pl/publication/47168.

24 BarbararutWosiek,“Św.tomaszwśrodowiskachmłodzieżyakademickieji mło-
dej inteligencji polskiej okresu międzywojennego, [St. thomas in the circles of
Academic Youth and Young Polish intelligentsia in the interwar Period,” in Studia
z dziejów myśli św. Tomasza z Akwinu [Studies in the History of the thought of St.
thomasAquinas], ed. Stefan Swieżawski and Jan czerkawski (lublin: towarzystwo
NaukoweKUl,1978),353.
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PopePiusXi’sexhortationsregardingideologiesthatweredegrading
thespiritual lifeofeurope.Hereweare talkingaboutbothcommu-
nism and national socialism. inspired by the thought of St.thomas
Aquinas, the scholarsofKUlhave issuedanumberofpublications
showingthedangersofboth.thecollectiveworkKultura i cy wili za -
cja [culture and civilization] demonstrated the errors of German
national socialism,25 while the volume entitledBolszewizm [Bolshe-
vism]pointedouttheerrorsofcommunism.26 theauthorsofthetexts
were people such as Józef Pastuszka, Father Antoni Szymański,
czesławStrzeszewski,FatherZygmuntSurdackiandignacyczuma.
thesubjectofthecommunistthreatwasalsoraisedbyFatherStefan
Wyszyński,whowasayounggraduateofthecatholicUniversityof
lublinatthetime.27

The Communist Era

AftertheSecondWorldWar,thecatholicUniversityoflublinwasthe
onlyfreeuniversityintheentirecommunistblocandbecamefamous
forresistingMarxistinfluenceattheideologicallevel.PrimateStefan
Wyszyński,whoshortlyafterthewarbecametheBishopoflublinand
theGrandchancellorofKUl,laterbecomingtheundisputedleaderof
thecatholicchurchinPoland,consistentlyraisedthe importanceof
thomisticphilosophyatthecatholicUniversityoflublin.OnMarch
7, 1976, during the celebration of the thirtieth anniversary of the
FacultyofchristianPhilosophy,hestatedthattheworksofSt.thomas

20

25 cf. Kultura i cywilizacja. Praca zbiorowa z 1936 [culture and civilization:
A collectiveVolumeof1936](lublin:Uniwersytet,1937).

26 cf. Bolszewizm. Praca zbiorowa [Bolshevism:A collective Volume] (lublin:
Uniwersytet,1938).

27 cf.ryba,The idea of Catholic University,103–104.
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representedanalmostcopernicanrevolutioninthehistoryofhuman
thought.theincorporationofAristotle’sachievementsintochristian
thought led to the “nuptials of philosophical and theological
reasoning.”WyszyńskiurgedthestaffofKUlnottobediscouraged
bytheopinionsofmanyscholars(includingchristianones),especial-
lyintheWest,whocontestedthomism.Ashestated:

Nohumanmindhasevergivensuchanexampleofa teacherofbal-
ancedphilosophy.28

AtatimeoftremendouspressureofMarxistphilosophyandideol-
ogy, thelublinPhilosophicalSchoolwas formed. its founderswere
StefanSwieżawski, JózefKalinowski andFatherMieczysławAlbert
Krąpiec(thelatterhavingexertedthegreatestinfluenceintheforma-
tionofthisschool).29 theygatheredaroundthemagroupofscientists
cultivatingphilosophyintheAristotelian-thomisticcurrent.thishap-
peneddespite the fact that in theWest since the1960s, including in
churchcircles,therewasaradicalturnawayfromthethomisticcur-
rent.the goals of theMarxistswere quite obvious. in 1950,Adam
Schaff,themainrepresentativeoftheMarxistcurrentinPoland,wrote:

21

28 cf.StefanWyszyński,“Prymatosobynadrzeczą.Zokazji30rocznicypowstania
WydziałuFilozofiichrześcijańskiejKUl7iii1976[thePrimacyofthePersonover
the thing: On the Occasion of the 30th Anniversary of the Faculty of christian
Philosophy],”inidem,Nauczanie społeczne 1946–1981 [Socialteachingfrom1946to
1981] (Warszawa: Ośrodek Dokumentacji i Studiów Społecznych, 1990), 714–718.
excerptstranslatedinryba,The idea of Catholic University,189–190.

29 cf. Andrzej Maryniarczyk and Mieczysław A. Krąpiec, “lubelska Szkoła
Filozoficzna,[thelublinPhilosophicalSchool],”inPowszechna encyklopedia filozofii
[Universal encyclopedia of Philosophy], ed.Andrzej Maryniarczyk, vol. 6 (lublin:
PolskietowarzystwotomaszazAkwinu,2005),532–550.
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the prerequisite for the complete ideological victory of the Marxist-
-leninistworldview inPoland is, among other things, overcoming the
ideologicalinfluenceofphilosophicaltrendsthatareforeigntousinterms
ofsocialclass.thispertains,inthefirstplace,tothomisticphilosophy,
thatis,philosophywithaclearfideisticface,whichistheofficialphilos-
ophyofcatholicschools.30

Whatwewere dealingwith back thenwas a general intellectual
confrontationbetweenMarxismandthomism,theoutcomeofwhich
largelydeterminedthefutureofcatholicPoland.31 thefoundersofthe
lublin Philosophical School also recognized the negative effects of
19th-century scientific positivism,which led to the reduction of the
scientific questions to the dimension of ‘know how’—a knowledge
dedicatedtotransformingthenaturalworldandthetechnocratictrans-
formationof societies.32 Knowledgeof the full truthaboutmanwas
possibleonlyonthebasisofclassicalphilosophy.itwasinthespirit
ofthetruththuslearnedthatthehumanizationoftheuniversityandthe
understandingofwhatthecultureoftheWesternworldisinessence
was possible.33 Zofia J. Zdybicka writes about the founders of the
lublinthomisticSchoolinthisway:

Agroupofpeoplepreparedbyaprofoundreadingofancientandmedieval
classicaltexts,sensitivetothethreatstothefulltruthabouttheworldand
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30 Adam Schaff, Narodziny i rozwój filozofii marksistowskiej [the Birth and
DevelopmentofMarxistPhilosophy](Warszawa,KsiążkaiWiedza,1950),403.

31 Marek czachorowski et al., Polska filozofia chrześcijańska XX wieku.
Mieczysław Albert Krąpiec [Polish christian Philosophy of the 20th century:
MieczysławAlbertKrąpiec](Kraków:WydawnictwoNaukoweAkademiiignatianum
wKrakowie,2020),17.

32 Mieczysław A. Krąpiec, “rozmowy o uniwersytetach [conversations about
Universities],”Znak [theSign]no.30(1970):798–803.
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man,sawthattheabandonmentofclassicalphilosophywasagreatharm
donetomanandculture.Hencetheresorttoclassicalphilosophy.34

AformerprofessorofthecatholicUniversityoflublin,laterPope
JohnPaulii,put thematternodifferently. inhisencyclicalFides et
ratio hewrote:

More radically, thomas recognized that nature, philosophy’s proper
concern, could contribute to the understanding of divine revelation.
Faiththereforehasnofearofreason,butseeksitoutandhastrustinit.
Justasgracebuildsonnatureandbringsittofulfilment,sofaithbuilds
uponandperfectsreason.illuminedbyfaith,reasonissetfreefromthe
fragilityandlimitationsderivingfromthedisobedienceofsinandfinds
thestrengthrequiredtorisetotheknowledgeofthetriuneGod.35

Under communism, the lublin Philosophical School not only
engaged in direct polemicswithMarxist philosophy (although such
eventsdidtakeplace),36 but,aboveall,practicedinatotalitarianstate
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33 Mieczysław A. Krapiec, Człowiek, kultura, uni wer sytet [Man, culture,
University],(lublin:KatolickiUniwersytetlubelski,1982),10;imeldachłodna,“rola
uniwersytetu w kulturze w ujęciu Mieczysława A. Krąpca OP [the role of the
University inculture asSeenbyMieczysławA.Krąpiec,OP,”Człowiek w Kulturze
[Maninculture]no.19(2007):228;HenrykKiereś,Służyć kulturze [toServeculture]
(lublin:instytutedukacjiNarodowej,1998),170–171.

34 Zofia J. Zdybicka, “O wierność rzeczywistości i pełną prawdę o człowieku –
PolskaSzkołaFilozofiiKlasycznej[ForAllegiancetorealityandtheFulltruthabout
Man:PolishSchoolofclassicalPhilosophy],”Summarium no.9(1980):110.

35 John Paul ii, encyclical Fides et ratio (1998), accessed Dec. 4, 2022,
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_
14091998_fides-et-ratio.html.

36 cf.Wobec filozofii marksistowskiej. Polskie doświadczenia [infrontofMarxist
Philosophy:Polishexperiences],ed.AntoniB.Stępień(lublin:towarzystwoNaukowe
KUl,1987).
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aphilosophycompletelycontrarytowhatMarxismimposed.thiswas
aphenomenonunprecedentedintheentirecommunistbloc.thecler-
gyandlaypeopleeducatedinsuchaspirithavesubsequentlyplayeda
hugeroleinsociallife,includingintheprocessofdecommunization
after 1989 and in shaping the cultural face of the Polish third
republic.

FatherMieczysławAlbertKrąpiecheldtheofficeofrectorofthe
catholicUniversityoflublinformorethanadozenyears,strivingto
develop the multi-faceted accomplishments of the lublin
PhilosophicalSchool.His successor,FatherStanisławWielgus,who
wasinchargeoftheuniversityatthetimeofthefallofcommunism,
alsonoticedthecrisisofcontemporaryculture,whichwasaderivative
of the chaos on philosophical (academic) grounds. He opposed not
onlytotalitarianMarxism,butalsothepostmodernvisionofdoingsci-
ence,whichledtoextremecognitiveandmoralrelativism.Suchaphi-
losophy, inhis view,undermines the foundationsof aeuro-Atlantic
civilization founded on the pursuit of objective truth and objective
goodness.37 the lublin Philosophical School continued to develop
with great intensity in the years after the fall of communism, and
became themost serious centerofthomistic thought in the country
andoneofthemostimportantintheworld.itsinfluenceonthelifeof
thechurchinPoland,aswellasonculturalstruggles,cannotbeover-
estimated.thebestevidenceofthisisthefactthatKarolWojtyla,later
PopeJohnPaulii,camefromthisenvironment.38
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37 StanisławWielgus,Historyczne koncepcje i para dyg maty uniwersytetu oraz jego
model na dziś i jutro [Historical concepts and Paradigms oftheUniversity and its
Modelfortodayandtomorrow],(lublin:towarzystwoNaukoweKUl,2009),44.

38 cf. Andrzej Maryniarczyk and Mieczysław A. Krąpiec, Czym jest Lubelska
Szkoła Filozoficzna? [WhatisthelublinPhilosophicalSchool?],accessedJan.8,2023,
http://sapientia.kul.pl/czym-jest-lubelska-szkola-filozoficzna.
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Conclusion

thecatholicUniversityoflublinwasestablishedtorepelideological
currents thatweredangerous from thepointofviewof thecatholic
church.thefounderofKUl,Fr.idziradziszewski, inspiredbythe
teachingofPopeleoXiii(encyclicalAeterni Patris),soughttomake
thomisticphilosophythefoundationoftheintellectuallifeoftheuni-
versity. the other rectors of the interwar period understood this.
Having such intellectual instruments, KUl joined the battle for the
consciousnessoftheyounggenerationoftheinterwarperiod,intellec-
tuallyopposingthethen-fashionablecurrentstriumphingintheneigh-
boringcountries(Marxistcommunism,racistnationalsocialism).

After the SecondWorldWar, the catholic University of lublin
(KUl)hadtooperateintheextremelyhostileenvironmentoftheathe-
isticcommuniststate.thelublinuniversitywasnotonlytheonlyfree
universityintheentirecommunistcamp,butwasabletoremainfaith-
fultothethoughtofitsfoundingfathers.Afterall,itwasatthistime
thatthelublinPhilosophicalSchool,firmlyrootedintheAristotelian-
-thomisticcurrent,wasestablished.thishappeneddespitetheradical
departurefromthomisticmetaphysicsinthecatholicuniversitiesof
theWesternworldaftertheSecondVaticancouncil.Againsttheback-
dropoftheworld,thelublinPhilosophicalSchoolnotonlyamasseda
remarkableacademicrecord,butalsobecameatoolforthevictorious
ideological struggle that the church fought against the communist
authorities. ithasalsobeena formidable force forvarious struggles
against contemporary ideological currents (postmodernism, cultural
neo-Marxism).itcanbesimplysaidthataslongasrealisticphiloso-
phy is cultivatedatKUl, theuniversity is fulfilling thepurpose for
whichitwasestablished.
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theroleofthomisticPhilosophyintheculturalMission
ofthecatholicUniversityoflublin

SUMMArY
thearticlediscussestheinfluenceofthelublinschoolofthomisticphiloso-
phyonthescientificandculturallifeofPolandandtheworldinthe20thcen-
tury.theauthorshowsthatthelublinuniversity,fromtheverybeginningof
its establishment, based itsmodel of scientific life on the philosophy of St.
thomasAquinas.thisresultedfrompapalteaching(leoXiii,PiusXi).the
philosophy was developed remarkably during the communist era, when the
lublinPhilosophicalSchoolwasformed. itproducednumerouspublications
andcreatedanenvironmentthathadagreatinfluenceontheintellectuallifeof
Poland.thelublinmilieu,basedonthomism,enteredintoaneffectivedis-
coursewiththeideologicalcurrentsthatswepttheWesternworld.intheinter-
warperiod, thiswasBolshevikMarxismandNationalSocialism. inmodern
times, this discourse is conductedwith the postmodern current and the neo-
-MarxistphilosophyoftheFrankfurtSchool.

Keywords:catholicUniversityoflublin,thomism,thelublinPhilosophical
School,idziBenedyktradziszewski,MieczysławAlbertKrąpiec
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