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Abstract: Political philosophy stems from the reflexes of crises, risks and threats that society faces. The
author understands environmentalism as a tendency of current political philosophy that starts from
reflecting the causes and possible effects of the global environmental crisis as one of the most serious
threats to the existential preconditions of the current political system and global civilization.
Considering the changes in the initial social, technological and environmental conditions of the
existence of the economic-political system — which are consequences of the transition from the stable
geological-climatic era of the Holocene to the unstable era of the Anthropocene - it is necessary to
reconsider the basic premises of the imperatives and conceptual frameworks of the current political-
economic system. The founders of modern political thought traced the outlines of the current political-
economic system in the philosophical framework, although we can identify some of the basic premises
of environmentalism and relevant concepts for the reflection of the current threats and risks in some
of their works. The author considers the concept of civil and human rights, the concept of state of
nature and the concept of social contract adequate to think about the crisis of the current political-
economic system in terms of environmentalism. Then, the author formulates in what meanings these
concepts are also valid for the Anthropocene. In conclusion, the author's hypothesis is that the political
philosophy of the 21st century must reflect the environmental pre-conditions and the limits of the
existence and the forms of the economic-political system and, at the same time, must take into account

that any economic and factors influence the quality and sustainability of the environment.
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- Social contract

Resumo: A filosofia politica nasce dos reflexos das crises, riscos e ameacas que a sociedade enfrenta. O
autor entende o ambientalismo como uma tendéncia da filosofia politica atual que parte de refletir as
causas e possiveis efeitos da crise ambiental global como uma das mais graves ameagas as pré-condigoes
existenciais do sistema politico atual e da civilizagdo global. Considerando as mudangas nas condi¢des
sociais, tecnoldgicas e ambientais iniciais de existéncia do sistema politico-econémico - que sdo
consequéncias da transi¢do da era geoldgico-climdtica estavel do Holoceno para a era instavel do
Antropoceno — é necessario reconsiderar as premissas basicas dos imperativos e marcos conceituais do
atual sistema politico-econdmico. Os fundadores do pensamento politico moderno tragaram os
contornos do atual sistema politico-econémico no quadro filoséfico, embora possamos identificar
algumas das premissas basicas do ambientalismo e conceitos relevantes para a reflexdo das ameagas e
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riscos atuais em algumas de suas obras. O autor considera o conceito de direitos civis e humanos, o
conceito de estado de natureza e o conceito de contrato social adequados para pensar a crise do atual
sistema politico-econémico em termos de ambientalismo. Em seguida, o autor formula em que sentido
esses conceitos também sdo validos para o Antropoceno. Em conclusdo, a hipétese do autor é que a
filosofia politica do século XXI deve refletir as pré-condi¢des ambientais e os limites da existéncia e das
formas do sistema politico-econdémico e, a0 mesmo tempo, deve levar em conta que qualquer

econdmicos e fatores influenciam a qualidade e sustentabilidade do meio ambiente.

Palavras-chave: Filosofia politica — Ambientalismo — Antropoceno — Direitos humanos — Estado de

natureza — Contrato social

Introduction

The subject of political philosophy is to examine the assumptions, possibilities and
objectives of politics as well as forms of political establishment, or more precisely forms of
the political in general. Political philosophy can therefore be understood not only as the
description, analysis and criticism of the political system and its institutions, but also as a
normative theory, i.e., the effort to conceive an ideal or at least a desirable state the
realization of which society can strive for. The image of an ideal society thus outlined or,
on the contrary, the image of an original state of nature is then a criterion that allows an
assessment of the current social reality.

Political philosophy also envisions structures to justify power and distribute
resources, as well as structures of legitimate coercion and punishment. However, part of
the political philosophy is also the effort to identify and reflect the threats and risks faced
by society and the subsequent formulation of principles, imperatives and concepts. The
implementation of the latter, for example, in social, political or legal form, are essential for
institutions and institutes to be able to prevent, or at least to mitigate, possible
consequences of the identified threats and risks. According to F. Novosad, political
philosophies actually are primarily born as reflections of the crisis periods, risks and

threats (Novosad, 2013, pp. 14-16).

Threats, Crises and Risks of Global Civilization

What, then, are the crises and threats that contemporary political philosophy must

reflect on? The development of technologies, especially those of communication and
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transport, allowed the emergence of a truly global civilization for the first time in history®.
We can also legitimately speak of global civilization for the first time in history, because
the current state of technology allows more than half of the world's population to live in
cities’.

The source of many threats and risks is that there are people on Earth today as
never before in the history of humankind, and social differences have never been greater
and have never grown more rapidly than in recent years*. From a socio-political point of
view, it is the fourth industrial revolution that, because of digitization and robotization,
does destroys more jobs than it creates.

Although constitutional democracies remain formally in the political
organization of society, in reality, the actual political-economic system is rather a mixture
of national and transnational oligarchic power relations. We have never had such
destructive power as today's weapons of mass destruction.

Humanity exceeds many limits of sustainability, that is, its production and
consumption transcend the possibilities of available resources and the capacities of the
planetary ecosystem to metabolize waste and pollution inevitably generated in the existing
system of production and distribution of goods and services, or, if you prefer, that are

associated with industrialization and urbanism®.

* Globalization is mainly the result of the development of science and technology. Making production, transportation
and communications more efficient today leads to the need to make markets leave the limits of the territorial State,
putting pressure on the creation of a global market. Politics embedded in a territorial state mainly just catches these
processes up, but certainly it cannot regulate or direct them. In the best case, it can mitigate their most significant social
and environmental impacts on the territory of the State. We can speak of global civilization primarily on the
technological level and on the level of the risks resulting from industrial technologies, far from the political and social
levels. It can be said that, for the first time in human history, it has been achieved, at least partially, to implement a
demand for universalization, which, according to PatoCka, is an internal objective of all civilization (PatoCka, 1996, p.
245). Precisely this aspect points to the fundamental difference between the current situation and everything that
humanity has faced in its historical development.

* According to the UN, 54% of the world population currently lives in cities and, if nothing changes in the urbanization
process, two thirds of humanity will live in urban agglomerations by 2050. Even in the middle of the last century, only
less than one third of humanity lived in the cities.

4 At the beginning of 2016, the 62 richest people in the world owned properties with an estimated value equivalent to
that of the poorest half of the world population, that is, 3.6 billion people (Oxfam 2016). In early 2017, this equivalence
was made with only 8 people. In many countries of the world, owners of multinational companies, as well as the
domestic oligarchy, have managed to enact legislation to prevent the payment of most taxes, as well as the inheritance
tax, which traditionally reduced the intergenerational increase in inequality (Bivona 2016). A recent report showed that
the year 2018 continued the growth trend of the richest and the reduction of wealth for the poorest. Twenty-six people
controlled as much wealth as 3.8 billion people who comprise half the world's population, compared with forty-three
people the previous year (Oxfam 2019). In fact, a global oligarchy with the privileges and riches that medieval nobility
or absolutist rulers did not seem to be emerging. From a political point of view, it is basically a question of reversing the
outcome of most of the revolutions that led to the emergence of modern civil society and the rule of law.

® Massive urbanization goes hand in hand with industrialization, while urbanization would be impossible without the
industrialization of agro-production. These processes intensified after the Second World War. Especially in the Global



Richard St'ahel

The most significant consequences of these phenomena include the stratospheric
ozone depletion, the change in the planetary hydrosphere and atmosphere chemical
composition, the global climate changes®, and because of this, the greatest extinction of
animal and plant species since the extinction of dinosaurs. All that to the extent that
humanity actually caused the end of the geological-climatic period of the Holocene Epoch
and the emergence of the new period, the Anthropocene’.

However, our life expectations and consumer demands have never been higher
than in recent years. This means that we live in an unsustainable, literally self-destructive
way, which undermines the preconditions for civilized life and the organization of
humanity. The current political-economic system is, therefore, unsustainable in its three
components: economic, social and environmental®.

At the same time, it also means that, in order to reflect and analyze these threats,
the more to avoid them, most existing philosophical, political, legal and economic
concepts are hardly applicable. They emerged as a reflection of the problems of relatively
small and closed societies that face, from the current point of view, risks and threats that
are easy to manage. Therefore, we live in a world that is in deep crisis, with some of its

aspects already in a state of disaster, and irreversible devastation.

Environmentalism as a Direction of Political Philosophy

In this context, environmentalism can be seen as the direction of contemporary

political philosophy that is based on the reflection of the causes and possible consequences

South, where the processes have been and are accompanied by exponential population growth. They literally caused
billions of people to move from rural areas to growing agglomerations and slums in their suburbs, where millions of
people often live without access to water, sewage and infrastructure. Slovakia is a country that has had a similar
experience, since intense industrialization and urbanization did not begin before the middle of the last century and have
not yet ended.

¢ Climate change is by no means the only manifestation of the global environmental crisis. The pollution of the
atmosphere, rivers and oceans, as well as the contamination of the soils by products of industrial activities, chemical
compounds and materials such as plastics, are so extensive and intense that in many places on the planet they are already
so evident that they are perceived naturally and without the aid of measuring devices. The extent of deforestation or
devastation of traditional areas of commercially interesting marine fish by industrial fishing also spreads. The rate of
disappearance of species of animals and plants is alarming, which occurs as a result of hunting and mainly the expansion
of urbanized areas and agro-production, to the detriment of nature.

7 The Anthropocene is supposedly a new geological and climatic era, caused by the impact of human activity on Earth’s
system (Steffen et al., 2011; Steffen et al., 2015). For a philosophical approach to the concept, see Angus (2016) and
Davies (2016).

¥ For a critical analysis of this situation, see (Hoho§ 2016).



Environmentalism as a Political Philosophy for the Anthropocene

of the global environmental crisis as one of the most serious threats to the preconditions
of existence of the current economic-political scenario, the system and global civilization
in general. It is based on the recognition that collective human activities directly
undermine or remove environmental preconditions for the existence of civilization. Thus,
in contemporary conceptions, environmentalism problematizes mainly the unseen
existential dependence of the individual and the social and political institutions of the state
of the environment, and points out that the state of the environment adequate for the
emergence and maintenance of civilization is not a matter of course.

Environmentalism is based on the recognition that factors such as climate
stability, biodiversity or the chemical composition of the planet's atmosphere,
hydrosphere and soil, together with the growing negative impacts of human activities on
the environment, are essential and irreplaceable public resources and assets at the same
time. These factors necessarily attract the attention of political thought and politics itself,
since they are not only the object of power struggles, but also, in many cases, literally
desperate struggles by entire communities or even states for simple survival.

In part, environmentalism is an effort to understand the philosophical, social and
political-economic initiatives and processes involved in the emergence of the current
crisis, as well as to outline the concept of a sustainable economic and political organization
of society that could overcome the current unsustainable state of things. In the words of
the initiator of the Nitrian School of Critical Environmentalism, J. Kucirek,
environmentalism «must be able to solve the problem of the responsibility of man and
society for the state of the environment on both environmental and social levels that are
interconnected» (KucCirek 1998, 3)°.

The environmentalism thus understood reflects the mutual conditionality of the
trends of social, economic, political and environmental crisis of global industrial
civilization, whose mutual reinforcement represents an existential threat not only to the
level of civilized development already achieved, but also to humanity as a biological
species. As a result, environmentalism must also answer to one of the key questions that,
according to F. Novosdd, is posed by current social and political thinking: «How to
legitimize political, economic and technical power in a globalizing world, since traditional

legitimacy methods fail?» (Novosad 2013, 1)". They fail, not least mainly because of the

% Orig.: «musi dokdzat vyriedit' problém zodpovednosti ¢loveka a spoloCnosti za stav Zivotného prostredia v oboch
vzéjomne prepojenych rovinach — environmentélnej i socidlnej».
19 Orig.: «Ako legitimovat v globalizujucom svete politickt1, ekonomicku a technickti moc, ked’ze tradicné met6dy

legitimovania zlyhdvajt 2».
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real possibility of self-destruction that is a paradoxical consequence of the human

development of the past.

Possibility of Self-destruction as an Existential Threat

The possibility of humanity's self-destruction is a relatively new threat from the
historical point of view. The philosophical reflection around it was a reaction to
humanity's entry into the nuclear era in the middle of the last century. Environmentalism
can also be understood as an extension of the reflection on the problem related to the
possibility of humanity's self-destruction, analyzed, among others, by K. Jaspers in the
1950s. In his work, Die Atombombe und die Zukunft des Menschen (Jaspers 1957), Jaspers
addresses the possibility of humanity's self-destruction in a global nuclear conflict. He says
that this possibility fundamentally changes the substance and possibilities of politics, or
even the very political conscience of humanity.

The threat to destroy humanity and all its life on the planet in the global nuclear
conflict has not disappeared; however, it seems to be more manageable'! at present than
the possibility of humanity's self-destruction as a result of the continuation of “ordinary”
life or “development” according to the imperatives that constitute the current economic
and political system™. Social and environmental devastation, in this case, is not the main
objective of human action, but mainly the by-product® of the current methods of
production and consumption. Therefore, it is less clear and less obvious than weapons of

mass destruction. These are generally well known for the fact that their use serves the

'" It has been more than several decades since all the powers pledged not to test nuclear weapons in the atmosphere, in
the oceans or in the universe, or at least in Earth's orbit, and this treaty is also respected by the states that did not join
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

12 As J. Kucirek stated in his founding monograph of Slovak environmental philosophy — Ekofilozofia vCera, dnes a zajtra
[Ecophilosophy yesterday, today and tomorrow], 1st ed. 1995 —: «Today, more than the threat of nuclear war, a social
bomb ticking threatens the world and human society. The detonator is detained by human misery that is the result of
deepening inequalities within and between countries. Behind numerous civil wars, which act as ethnic or religious wars
abroad, poverty and hunger» (Orig.: «Viac ako hrozba nukledrnej vojny dnes ohrozuje svet a l'udsku spoloCnost ,tikot
socidlnej bomby*. Rozbusgkou je bieda, ktord je plodom prehlbujtcej sa nerovnosti vnutri §tdtov i medzi nimi. Bieda a
hlad sa skryvaju za poCetnymi obCianskymi vojnami, ktoré navonok vystupujt ako vojny etnické ¢i ndbozenské»)
(Kucirek, 2008, p. 88).

3 For example, thousands of different types of pesticides, herbicides, insecticides and other agrochemicals are used
mainly to increase agro-production, so as not to cause soil contamination and contamination of ground and surface
water. Likewise, the main purpose of using Freon was not to weaken the Earth's ozone layer, nor did the expansion of
fossil-based energy generation technologies occur in order to cause climate change, etc.
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primary purpose of destroying and devastating all living and non-living environments in
the affected territory.

In addition, the consequences of using weapons of mass destruction would be
immediate, but the consequences of the gradual destruction of living conditions as a result
of industrialization and urbanization, that is, as a by-product of rising living standards,
are slow, literally crawling and almost imperceptible by the senses. The cause and effect of
these phenomena are so far apart in time and space that they mostly represent inaccessible
objects of human understanding, unless there is a deep scientific preparation. In other
words, only a few people associate flying on vacation to an exotic destination or buying
tropical fruits with the idea of destroying their own preconditions for life on the planet,
and that tourist or buyer will hardly admit that he is committing an environmental crime
against at least future generations.

This situation of inability to look at the real extent of the consequences of daily
activities and at the same time its fatality in the synthesis of the activities of all individuals
that constitute today's humanity, leads to the question of the need to rethink the premises
and preconditions fundamental to the political-economic system of global civilization.

Traditional political thinking did emerge as a reflection of the obvious and
immediate threats, e.g. external enemy or internal conflict, or as mirror of a result of
ideological, religious or great powers conflicts. However, the nature of today's threats is
diametrically different. In fact, the environmental preconditions for an economic and
political system itself are threatened, not only from a given territorial state, but also from
global civilization as a whole. The threat is not the result of ideological or religious
conflicts at this time. On the contrary, it follows from the consensus that there is no other
path for development than that proposed by the ideologies of growth, industrialization
and consumerism.

A political philosophy appropriate to the threats and challenges of the 21st century
must, therefore, take into account the changes in the initial social, technological and
environmental conditions of the existence of the political-economic system, and rethink
the premises, imperatives and conceptual frameworks that allow defining and reflecting
the political in general. Environmentalism, among other things, addresses the linkage of
life strategies, especially economic-political ones, in relation to their environmental
options in their realization. The conceptual framework of environmentalism, in
particular, questions the significance and functionality of the growth imperative

(production, consumption, population, living standards, profits, etc.) and prefers the
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imperatives of sustainable production, consumption, population or job development, and,

above all, its social, political and environmental pre-conditions.

Life Strategies

In the long run, the sustainability and stability of the economic and political
system in a given ecosystem are determined by the ways in which certain societies deal
with the imbalance between increasing consumption and the finitude of territorial
resources. I refer to these modes as life strategies.

The most fundamentally developed evolutionary life strategy, common to all
human societies, is the strategy of production and accumulation of overproduction, as I.
Dubnicka identified it (Dubnicka, 2007a, p. 13). In the search for the possibilities of
applying this strategy, humanity has developed several strategies in its history, depending
on the specific options: strategy for reducing population growth, strategy for territorial
expansion, trade as a way to obtain locally unavailable resources, strategy for using
available resources from more efficient way, consumption control strategy, strategy based
on the ability to learn from mistakes and hypothetical possibility of space expansion as a
continuation of the territorial expansion strategy."* All of these strategies have
consequences that are not only environmental, but also social and political, which in turn
affect the environment.

Environmentalism points out that socio-political crises, the study of which has
traditionally focused on political thinking, arise as a consequence of the continuous
increase in the growth rate of the human population. This is linked, on the one hand, to
the increase in consumer demand and, on the other, to the deepening of income
inequality, or more precisely, of inequalities in access to resources. The stability of global
industrial civilization is threatened, therefore, by the deepening of environmental and

social-political crisis phenomena, which are complementary and mutually reinforcing'®.

'4 For more about the characteristics of particular life strategies see (Stahel, 2016¢, pp. 117-142).
!> More in St'ahel (2016a).
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Inadequacy of Environmental Ethics

A significant part of environmental thinking focuses on the moral reflection of the
global environmental crisis. However, due to the continuous environmental devastation,
it is necessary to question whether environmental ethics is an adequate tool to overcome
the global environmental crisis, especially when considering the time pressure that the
global environmental crisis is experiencing.

As already mentioned, in the environmental ethical conception of A. Naess and
D. Rothenberg (1989) and H. Jonas (1979), if we take into account the seriousness of the
changes necessary to avoid the global environmental collapse and the short time that
human civilization has for such a turn, we need to consider the feasibility of
environmental liability, especially at the level of political and legal coercion.

As J. Smajs recalls, ethics is a reflection and criticism of morality that arises from
the experiences of all generations. These are spontaneous rules, often intuitively
constituted. In addition, morality «effectively functions mainly as nonverbal and
unregistered» (Smajs 2013, 811), as part of the tradition in which the individual is
socialized. I. DubniCka convincingly demonstrates that morality always legitimates the
currently dominant life strategy (Dubnicka 2007b). Ethics then repeatedly opposes it as a
theory that contradicts the reality of life. More serious, however, is that ethical arguments
are capable of influencing the day-to-day conduct of only a small part of the population,
especially if these arguments are contrary to the basic imperatives of the political-
economic system, or more precisely, to the way the majority of the population meets their
daily needs: water, food, clothing and shelter.

I. Dubnicka claims that «moral imperatives do not capture the crowd» (Dubnicka
2007a, 399)", especially if a considerable part of the population has been exposed for years
to massive indoctrination by the ideologies of growth, industrialization and consumerism,
and all this through global mass media'®. This pressure can hardly be countered by moral
arguments. However, in order to face the global environmental crisis, it is essential that
the vast majority of the world's population change radically and especially rapidly their
behavior, consumption patterns, lifestyles and consumer demands. Therefore,

environmental responsibility must be understood as a political and legal category, rather

' Orig.: «GCinne pdsobi predovietkym ako neverbalizovana a nezapisané».
'7 Orig.: «Morélne imperativy nezachvacuji dav».
'¥ More in St'ahel (2016d).
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than a moral and ethical category*. Despite the fact that, as J. Smajs writes, current law
hasa

tendency to be subdued by capital, it does not once belong to an effective
control of “all-competent” morality and becomes an “ideology”. As a rule,
which should be subjected to morality, it necessarily fails in its function. As a
legally permissible procedure, it approves of what damages the future of
humanity - looting of the Earth protected by no law (Smajs, 2015, p. 751)%.

It is not only morality that is in crisis, but also the law. In other words, law protects the
interests of corporations more than life and its preconditions, or it allows the
commodification and commercialization of the basic components of the environment?'.
Contemporary law is thus under the considerable influence of the ideologies of growth,

industrialization and consumerism?2.

Philosophical Basis of Environmentalism in Modern Political Thinking

Current ideas of morality, politics and law are still based on modern economic-
political concepts. Some of them may still be useful in describing and analyzing the current
crisis, or in searching for possible ways of overcoming it as well. Moreover, some of the
basic premises of environmentalism can be identified in them.

We think of Monstesquieu as a precursor to the fundamental premise of

environmentalism. In defining what he thinks of the “spirit of the laws”, he emphasized

'Y Environmental ethics, however, have an important part to play in the justification of environmental law standards,
but are ineffective in the process of enforcing compliance with these standards as ethical concepts justifying human
rights standards. If an ethically justified human rights discourse fails, and it focuses on current interpersonal
relationships, it is very unlikely that the ethical justification for environmental discourse could be successful as it focuses
predominantly on relations between future generations and the environment.

2 QOrig.: «tendenciu podriad'ovat’ sa kapitdlu, vymyka sa kedysi u€innej kontrole “vekompetentnej“ moralky a stiva sa
“ideoldgiou”. Ako regulativ, ktory by mal podliehat’ morélke, nevyhnutne preto zlyhéva vo svojej funkcii. Ako prévne
pripustné konanie totiz schval'uje to, €o poskodzuje I'ndskd budtcnost - rabovanie zdkonmi nechrdnenej Zemen.

' Tt turns out that the institutionalization of environmental policy, in the form of ministries of the environment or
environmental protection agencies, has led to the creation of a legitimation for greater environmental exploration
instead of a real change in the paradigm of the relationship between man and nature. There is always a way to grant an
exception by allowing mining in a protected area, or to build a hotel and slopes with lighting and sound systems in a
national park, or to use water from a lake in a national park to make artificial snow in it. As it is a process based on
legislation and authorization granted by a competent public authority, it cannot be contested, although, in fact, it calls
into question the meaning of the existence of a national park.

> Tt is not clear whether this situation could be changed by the deeper embedding of legal and political systems in
evolutionary ontology, as suggested by Smajs 2011), and, above all, to what extent such a change is possible, and if so,
what is the expected period.

12
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that laws must be adapted to the physical nature of each country: to cold, hot or moderate
climates; to the quality of its soil, its situation and extent; to the main occupation of the
natives, whether farmers, hunters or shepherds they must be related to the degree of
freedom that the constitution entails; to the religion of the inhabitants, their inclinations,
wealth, numbers, commerce, manners and customs (Monstesquieu 1978). In other words,
the laws aim to regulate relations between people, but these relations are determined by
natural conditions, such as the quality and extent of the soil, the climate and the
population.

Political philosophy, however, has not reflected these phenomena until the recent
past. In the 19th and 20th centuries, we were quite convinced that technological
development had removed all of these determinants. Technological development has
succeeded in creating a global industrial civilization, but at the same time, there has been
a global environmental crisis, the consequence of which is that many of the premises of
political thought in the 19th and 20th centuries are inadequate or even counterproductive
in the 21st century.

Monstesquieu and many other political thinkers of the modern era they did not
expect that natural conditions, such as climate or soil quality, could change, even because
of human activities. However, based on his argument, it can be concluded that if the
natural determinants change, the growth rates of the human population decrease or
increase, the laws must also change and, finally, the political establishment. Nonetheless,
so far a persistent attempt to maintain the status quo has been observed, despite dramatic
environmental changes, population growth, declining land size and declining quality.

It must be emphasized that the new political philosophy has created concepts that
have made it possible to justify a political arrangement that provides not only safety, but
also rights and freedoms. I refer to Montequieu's concept of constitutionally limited
government and control of power (though only political power) and Rousseau's concept
of people's sovereignty and the existence of inalienable human rights. These concepts
emerged within the framework of the philosophical reflection of the contemporary crisis
of the political and economic system of the beginning of the New Age, but they did not
lose their explanatory or legitimating power. In addition to the concept of civiland human
rights, the concept of natural state and the concept of social contract are also relevant to
the reflection of the current economic-political system from the point of view of

environmentalism.

13
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The Concept of Universal Human Rights

Environmentalism points to the relationship between the concept of human rights
and the conditions and opportunities of nature and the landscape where the struggle for
human rights and freedom takes place. It is based on the assertion that the crisis of global
industrial civilization primarily threatens human rights and freedoms. In the current
crisis, not only the biological persistence of humanity as an animal species, but also the
preservation of civilization is threatened. The level of scientific and technical knowledge
achieved must be maintained and at least maintain the current level of recognition and
real availability of human rights and freedoms for the preservation of civilization. If the
right to life belongs to the category of fundamental human rights, preconditions for life,
not only social but also environmental, including at least breathable air, drinking water
and food, must also be the object of political thought.

However, the global environmental crisis threatens the availability of these
preconditions, which makes environmental responsibility a fundamental issue in political
and legal thinking. The global environmental crisis opens a new perspective for
philosophical reflection. The new perspective points to the need to redefine the concept
of human rights and increase its importance due to the environmental preconditions for
the implementation of human rights and environmental responsibility at the same time®.
At the same time, the original natural-law-based arguments on the grounds of the origin
of human rights should be dropped and replaced with, for example, Axel Honneth's theory
of recognition (Honneth 1992).

Honneth understands human rights as a result of real historical struggles and as a
result of the mutual recognition of human beings, that is to say,

Like those assertions that human subjects acknowledge one another in order
to guarantee them a life that fulfills the necessary conditions of “dignity” or
of respect, the focus being that the minimum requirements for the morality
of social coexistence are the universal possibilities of human life embrace
existence (Honneth, 1994, p. 870)*.

23 More in St'ahel (2015).

4 Orig.: «Wie jene Behauptungen, die menschliche Subjekte einander anerkennen, um ihnen ein Leben zu garantieren,
das die notwendigen Bedingungen der “Wiirde® oder des Respekts erfiillt, wobei im Mittelpunkt steht, dass die
Mindestanforderungen an die Moral des sozialen Zusammenlebens die universelle Moglichkeit der menschlichen

Existenz umfassen.»
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This is the concept that enables every right to be associated with a specific obligation for
those who claim that right, at least with the obligation to grant the same rights as an

individual demands for himself to all others as well?.

The Concept of the Natural State

The second concept on which environmentalism can build is the concept of the
state of nature, but not in its original meaning of its ahistorical fiction. In particular, I
consider Rousseau's understanding of the natural state to be remarkable. Rousseau,
however, realizes that the state of nature, that is, in his understanding the state of a small
human population and hence, a wealth of resources, is unsustainable simply because of
population growth. By his words: «... original state cannot subsist any longer, and the
human race would perish if it did not alter its mode of existence» (Rousseau [1762] 2011,
p. 163). The state of nature can now be understood as a period in the evolution of
humankind, ending with the global environmental crisis, respectively transition from the
geological-climatic era of the Holocene to the Anthropocene era. Thus, the state of nature
would be a period when a favorable environment could be considered a natural thing, and
there is no need to reflect philosophically and legally protect it. Reflecting on the current
state of humanity it can be said again that this primary condition can no longer be
maintained and that the human race will perish if it does not change its way of existence.

From the current point of view, the natural state can be understood as a situation
in which, when considering the principles of the organization of a political society, it was
possible to extract sufficient resources from soil, drinking water, breathable air and long-
term stability of climatic conditions as a natural thing. The natural state enabled the
spontaneous development of humanity, that is, the broad development of technology, the
size of human settlements and the extension of the use of natural resources, including the
transformation of the landscape into agricultural or urbanized areas. Due to widespread
industrialization and urbanism globally, the availability of these aspects of environmental
security is obviously lost. The current global environmental crisis shows that the life
strategy built on the imperative of growth is reaching its limits. It is obvious that the ability
of the planetary ecosystem to continue to reproduce the preconditions of human existence

and global industrial civilization is seriously threatened. In other words, a spontaneous

% More in (St'ahel 2016b).
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social or market order®® emerges as self-destructive chaos that is unsustainable in the long
run. This can be interpreted in such a way that humanity left the natural state of stable
climate and sufficient natural resources and entered a social state in which the protection
of water, soil, air and climate must be legislated or even constitutionally incorporated, and

therefore , politically not only addressed, but also organized.

The Concept of the Social Contract Theory

This leads to the third concept, originally from the beginning of modernity, which
I consider relevant in the current situation: the concept of social contract. It is kept up to
date at the level of the territorial State, where the principle of constitutionality is founded,
as well as at the interstate and supra-State level, where interstate treaties are built on itand,
in fact, create a new legal reality. Considering the nature of the threats that modern
humanity faces, environmentalism faces the challenge of exploring the possibilities of
drawing up an environmental social contract that makes it possible to incorporate
environmental preconditions and the limits of its existence to national, international and
supranational institutions.

Even in this case, it is possible to be inspired by Rousseau's concept of social
contract. U. Beck mentioned it when he pointed to the problem of deepening social
inequality in the era of climate change (Beck 2010, 173). Also when referring to Rousseau's
explanation that «when people want to overcome the state of nature, they are able to
discover a path to freedom and identity in the community through a social contract» (Beck
[2012] 2013, p. 68) he reflected upon the euro crisis and European integration. Although
Rousseau was the theoretician of organizing a small community, according to Beck, it is
possible to use it as inspiration for the content and the way to enforce the transnational
social contract. Says Beck that «at the beginning of the 21st century, we are now faced with
the task of overcoming national status and reaching a social contract European» (Beck
[2012] 2013, p. 68) because today's global threats and risks can no longer be addressed at
national and State level.

An example of the relevance of the treaty principle is the Paris Agreement (UN

2015), as well as efforts to conclude trade and investment agreements. These efforts,

*¢ Spontaneous order is one of the key notions of neo-liberalism by F. A. Hayek. See, e.g., Hayek 1998, 37-52; 231-234).
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together with their consequences on the nature and extent of the political power of
territorial states, have the characteristics of the new social contract. In fact, they also
represent the abandonment of the Keynesian-Westphalian structure and, likewise, the
abandonment of the limited extent of democratic representation and democratic control
provided by this structure as well. Unlike the Paris Agreement, whose operation is based
solely on volunteering, trade and investment agreements establish procedures to enforce
their obligations, for example, in the form of arbitral tribunals. However, for contracts to
address global environmental and social risks to be effective, it will be necessary to develop

arguments that justify and legitimize recovery procedures.

Conclusion

In the current ongoing crisis, it turns out that the way we actually live modern life
remains extremely unsustainable. The philosophical reflection on this phenomenon of
crisis and its causes shows that the philosophical concepts that justify the institutions and
imperatives of industrial civilization must be considered as the causes of the crisis, since
most of them have evident growth and the necessary resources. However, on the other
hand, the political, social and state institutions thus conceived can only fulfill their roles
in the society of surplus, respectively in the society of sufficient resources to allow growth
to continue. Despite this, it seems that the period of sufficient resources to produce
overproduction and long-term growth is over.

Philosophy adequate to the risks and threats that the Anthropocene represents for
civilization must be, at the same time, political philosophy and environmental philosophy.
The global nature of the Anthropocene's environmental and social threats also means that
consideration of the appropriate political, legal and institutional structure of an industrial
society must go beyond the territorial state. The relevant political philosophy in the 21st
century must reflect the environmental pre-conditions and the limits of existence, as well
as the forms of the political-economic system, taking into account that any economic and
social activities affect the quality and sustainability of the environment. This means that
the calculation of the possible consequences of any intended policy must include not only
economic and social, but also environmental costs and consequences.

From a philosophical point of view, the Anthropocene is a situation in which
humanity can no longer assume an environment favorable to the existence of civilization

as a state of nature, but must assume responsibility for the planetary environment and
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must actively seek to maintain it. Thus, as a result of its activities, humanity has reached
adulthood, which means that it must leave its careless age and take responsibility for the
consequences of all its activities and bear the responsibility of guaranteeing the human

future as a species and life on Earth in general.
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