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   1. Introduction: The Controversy Regarding Hegel's System of Absolute Idealism 
 A perennial controversy in the domain of speculative philosophy is how one should characterize the fundamental metaphysical position of Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel's system of Absolute Idealism. Certainly, there exists the naive but common misconception that Hegel's Absolute Idealism is simply the most extreme form of idealism, devoid of any reference to empirical reality. 1 Some scholars view Absolute Idealism as a form of transcendental idealism. And others view Hegel's position as more akin to an epistemological realism. 2 However, by re-reading the Logic with a focus on the role of scepticism and negation in the 'Doctrine of the Concept,' a novel way of comprehending Hegel's fundamental position becomes evident. For in the 'Doctrine of the Concept,' scepticism, articulated as a moment of the progression of the logical Concept, shows itself to be the 'moving soul' of Hegel's criterion of truth. In this paper, I demonstrate that it is due to Hegel's understanding of scepticism as a common presupposition of the attitudes of both idealism and realism that the notion of Absolute Idealism is meant to assert the primacy of the logical Concept (Begriff) over these opposed terms. Thus, I argue that Hegel's Absolute Idealism is neither meant as a one-sided idealism nor realism. Rather, I show how Hegel places emphasis on the working-out of the opposition between idealism and realism in virtue of the dialectical movement of the logical Concept. [End Page 77]
  2. Scepticism as "Contained in" the Dialectical Movement of the Logical Concept (Begriff) 
 In Lectures on the History of Philosophy, Hegel gives us a general definition of scepticism. Scepticism is said to be "the art of dissolving all that is determinate, and showing it in its nullity . . . [and the] demonstration that all that is determinate and finite is unstable . . . and the finitude of all conceptions of truth" (LHP 2:329-30). While it is widely conceived that Hegel's system is "anti- or non-sceptical," 3 in the Encyclopedia Logic scepticism is shown to be intrinsic to the dialectical progression of the logical Concept. For him, scepticism is to be construed as the recognition and negation of finitude comprising the dialectical moment of the logical Concept. Specifically, Hegel holds that scepticism participates as the 'second' moment, namely, as "the dialectical or negatively rational side" (EL, 125, §79) of the logical Concept, in conjunction with the 'first' moment of the understanding and the 'third' of speculative philosophy. To be sure, he states that speculative philosophy "contains the sceptical as a moment within itself—specifically as the dialectical moment" (EL, 131, §81Z2). 4
 Hegel's view that scepticism participates within the dialectical process is also articulated as he defines the key notion of 'sublation' (Aufheben) in the Logic. 'Sublation' is his way of articulating the dialectical movement of the logical Concept, which is the internal principle of all existing things. As he states,
  to sublate, and the sublated . . . constitute one of the most important notions in philosophy. It is a fundamental determination which repeatedly occurs throughout the whole of philosophy, the meaning of which is to be clearly grasped and especially distinguished from nothing. What is sublated is not thereby reduced to nothing. Nothing is immediate; what is sublated, on the other hand, is the result of mediation; it is a non-being but as a result which had its origin in a being. It still has, therefore, in itself the determinateness from which it originates. (SL 106-7) 
 Clearly, the genesis of the notion of 'sublation' lies in Hegel's response to those sceptical systems that hold that nothingness is the final result of the dialectic. 5 The meaning of 'sublation,' articulating the dialectical movement of the logical Concept is three-fold. In German, aufheben simultaneously stands for 'cancellation...
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