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This last major work by Carl Schmitt, one of the 20th
century’s foremost legal and political thinkers, is also one
of his most ambitious, since it attempts a reconstruction
of the history of international law. More historical than
his earlier works, it is more accessible to scholars in a
variety of related fields.

The Nomos of the Earth contextualizes that crucial part of
European history that began with the discovery of the New
World in the 15th century and ended with the collapse of
the jus publicum europæum in the early 20th century.

As “the last conscious representative of the jus publi-
cum europæum,” Schmitt focuses on the pivotal role of
Great Britain in sustaining the European order, and of the
United States in challenging and ultimately displacing it.
Because of its scope and breadth, The Nomos of the Earth
also prefigures any new international order that will
develop in the 21st century.
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