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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  What is "History of Philosophy"'? I. Doctrinal vs. Historical Analysis GREGOR SEBBA As A PRACTIC~ WAY of d~fining history of philosophy we might call it the study of philosophies and philosophers of the past. considering that the dead "belong to history." But so do we the living. The distinction must lie elsewhere. It is more useful to differentiate between a concern with philosophical problems--let us oall it "'philosophizing"---from a concern with the history of philosoph~zlng. Phitos. ophizing is a problem-solving enterprise, and this gives us a conveniem criterion. If somebody writes a study of Hume on causality in order to understand Hume on causality, he is doing history of philosophy. If he writes on the same theme in order to study causality, he is philosophizing. For practical purposes we might leave it at that, as bibliographers do. From the theoretical and methodological viewpoint, however, this is unsatisfactory . We know what a philosopher does when he philosophizes. But what does an historian of philosophy do7 We might take recourse to Ranke's celebrated notion of the historian's task as showing "wie es eigentlich gewesen." Historians shudder at this quotation. They know that Ranke's "eigentlich," like Niebuhr's earlier "wir~'ch," conceals the abyss under their enterprise. Nonetheless the statement usefully characterizes one task of the historian of philosophy, the least problematic one: the establishment of at least potentially relevant fact. The task of showing "how it actually was," however, is only preliminary. Beyond it rises the task of writing history, of showing the structure and the sic,nificance of fact so established. We now have two distinct functions falling under the heading of history of philosophy; and we have philosophizing. The distinction between philosophizing and the history of it still seems clear-cut, a distinction of the same order and kind as that between, say, technology and the history of technology. But the parallel is false.We have a history of technology but not a technology of history; we do have both a history of philosophy, and a philosophy of history. And this is not simply the case of the lawyer and the doctor where the lawyer is his client'spatient and the doctor his patient'sclient.When we examine the presuppositions on which philosophical historiography rests, we shall find them to be philosophical in nature; and an examination of philosophizing will show that it is an historicalact. The relation between philosophy and history is not that which obtains between history and other things that happen in history. This will become clear as we go on to examine a concrete example, beginning with methodological critique and then going beyond methodology to the presuppositions on which the historical [z511 252 HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY thesis of the author rests. For the purposes of this examination we introduce the notion of doctrinal analysis, a method now widely used in the history of philosophy. By doctrinal analysis we mean the study of philosophical concepts, propositions , doctrines and systems, to determine their precise meaning, structure, and internal validity. It may confine itself to one work or one philosopher, but it can also be done comparatively. What distinguishes doctrinal analysis from "philosophizing " is that it stays within the given material and does not aim at solving the philosophical questions at stake. Doctrinal analysis, then, is "historical" in the sense that it operates within the compass of extant philosophical work. But it is not historical analysis proper. It applies the general methods of philosophical study to historical material and thus stands between philosophizing and writing history of philosophy. This can be seen by the way it deals with its given material. Doctrinal analysis takes its material as a mathomatician takes theorems and calculi; it treats them as timeless, i.e. non-historical, statements; inasmuch as validity is concerned, doctrinal analysis seeks to determine whether the propositions it examines hold or do not hold as they are given. Obviously a good deal of preparatory historical work may be needed to arrive at what is really given: text criticism, historical study of the language used, contemporary and earlier literature on the subject, and so forth. But all this merely serves to prepare the... 
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