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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Deweyan Inquiry: From Education Theory to Practice
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 James Scott Johnston, Deweyan Inquiry: From Education Theory to Practice. Albany: SUNY Press, 2008. 107 pp. ISBN 978-0-7914-9355-7 (hbk.) $35.00. ISBN 978-0-7914-9356-4 (pbk.) $23.95
 
  In Deweyan Inquiry: From Education Theory to Practice, James Scott Johnston sets an ambitious and important goal—applying Deweyan inquiry to the problem of teaching children in K-12. He relies primarily on Dewey's (1938) Logic: The Theory of Inquiry, a work seldom applied to educational settings. For this alone Johnston should be applauded.
 John Dewey (1938) defines inquiry as "the controlled or directed transformation of an indeterminate situation into one that is so determinate in its constituent distinctions and relations as to convert the elements of the original situation into a unified whole" (p.104). From this passage and several others, Johnston distills the distinguishing features of Deweyan inquiry —context bound, problem driven and, self-correcting. In separate chapters, he applies these ideas to four different educational contexts (science education, social science education, art education and physical education). He shows how art, science, social science and physical education (kinesthetics) all have different sets of problems and use different tools (conceptual and material) to solve these problems. Finally, inquiry is self-correcting. The situation begins as indeterminate and is converted to a unified whole. Between beginning and end a type of experimental method is used, which propels a selfcorrecting adjustment in the indeterminate situation.
 Johnston gives his subject area chapters coherence by highlighting early on their unique context of inquiry. For example, in science education the context of [End Page 90] inquiry includes 1) kinds of techniques, 2) a focus on laws and theories, 3) symbolic formalization and communication, and 4) an ongoing evaluation of results. In contrast, the context of inquiry in bodily-kinesthetic education includes 1) a focus on sensation and movement, 2) physical exertion, 3) techniques and methods to improve performance and 4) criteria of experimentation. These very different contexts also reveal another strength of Deweyan inquiry—flexibility. On a practical level, the lists also make it easier for the reader to see aspects of inquiry that are unifying and how the problem shapes different modes of inquiry.
 Sometime in early 1997, I had an "a ha" moment while reading Dewey's Logic. I had been trying to improve a pair of graduate research methods classes where students wrote an empirical research project over two semesters. I saw the obvious—a research paper was a form of inquiry. Like Johnston, I realized Dewey's insights from Logic could be applied to the classroom. Unlike Johnston, my experience is with mature graduate students (25-45 years old) in public administration. Clearly, public administration graduate students have a different set of problems and use a different set of tools than high school math or fifth-grade art students. Yet my teaching experience reinforces Johnston's insight that inquiry is context bound; and that conceptual and material tools will emerge to resolve a problematic situation.
 Over 13 years later, insights from Dewey's Logic inform every aspect of my research methods class and my approach to supervising applied, empirical, capstone research projects. I facilitate student inquiry by providing the tools that helped them undergo the transformations of inquiry. One tool deals with the material of research—a notebook that transforms writing a large research paper into managing a project. It allows the students to keep track of their time, materials and ideas. It also provides an orderly process on the outside so that the doubt and confusion associated with the transformations of inquiry are less cluttered by anxiety. Order on the outside provides space for disorder (indeterminacy) on the inside (Shields, 2006).
 A second tool deals with conceptual aspects of inquiry. This tool is operationalized as five unique conceptual frameworks aligned with a particular research purpose. The necessity of developing one of these conceptual frameworks forces students to confront the abstract landscape of inquiry. Conceptual frameworks also provide coherence to inquiry by linking the research purpose, literature, modes of data collection, modes of data aggregation or analysis, and organization of results (Shields...
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