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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  BOOK REVIEWS 303 Michael Dummett. Frege and OtherPhilosophers. New York: Oxford University Press, x991. Pp. xii + 33o- Cloth, $69.oo. Michael Dummett. Frege:PhilosophyofMathematics. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 199 I. Pp. xiii + 33 I. Cloth, $34.95. Dummett's writings on Frege have already set a standard of accomplishment to which all philosophical interpretation of the history of philosophy aspires. The works under review do not depart from that standard. This is especially true of Frege:Philosophyof Mathematics (hereafter FPM), the long-awaited completion of a project begun with Frege:PhilosophyofLanguage (hereafter FPL). Unlike FPL, considered by many as one of the most original works in the philosophy of language in the last twenty years, FPM is primarily exegetical. Hence, in FPM the central outlines of Dummett's reading of Frege are much more accessible; one hopes that the sorts of difficulties of interpretation that beset FPL, and that are partially addressed in Frege and OtherPhilosophers (hereafter FOP), can be avoided. FPM is an interpretation of Frege's two main works in the philosophy of mathematics : Grundlagen der Arithmetik (hereafter GO and Grundgesetzeder Arithmetik (hereafter Gg)? Gl announces the aim of Frege's philosophy of mathematics: to show that arithmetical truths are analytic and a priori. Dummett explains Frege's use of these traditional philosophical categories in terms of the justification of propositions: a proposition is analytic a priori if it is justified from general laws that are logical, the mark of which is universal applicability. Thus Frege's project requires a system of definitions of primitive arithmetical vocabulary from which the basic laws of arithmetic are proved. Dummett criticizes Frege for not giving a clear account of the conditions in which a definition is correct. In Gl the criterion seems to be faithfulness to the existing senses of the terms, rather than merely capturing their references, and Dummett takes this to be the criterion that Frege should accept. But, as Dummett notes, in later texts Frege writes of "constructive" definitions that fix the senses of terms with which no clear preexisting senses are associated. So, given Frege's view of the confusion surrounding the concept of number, why could he not have taken his project as providing constructive definitions of primitive arithmetical expressions? I Dummett claims that, apart from giving a justification of the basic laws of arithmetic , Frege has two other arguments for the analyticity of arithmetic: the universal applicability of arithmetical truths and the incoherenceof their denial. The interest of the former is that, according to Dummett, it shows that arithmetic is alreadylogic; the execution of Frege's logicist program merely displays this fact explicitly. Arithmetical expressions occur in two forms: as adjectives, in what Dummett and Frege call "ascriptions of number," and as nouns, in most pure number theoretic propositions. Frege prefaces his actual definitions by arguing that the latter is the basic form of numerical expressions, and hence that which must be defined; the former is explained in terms of the latter. In Chapter 9 Dummett argues that Frege had no good 1Respectively, (Oxford: Blackwell, 1953), and (Hildesheim: Olm, 1962). ' See, e.g., Joan Weiner, FregeinPerspective(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 199o). 304 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 31:9 APRIL 1993 reason for adopting this "substantival" strategy of definition in favor of taking the adjectival t'orms as basic, and sketches, using higher-order quantification, how the 9"adjectival" strategy could be carried out.~ However, as he notes in Chapter I l, if the adjectival strategy is adopted, the infinity of the number series cannot be proved without an axiom of infinity. In light of Frege's argument that arithmetic is already logic, this seems to provide a strong reason for the substantival strategy: few would take an axiom of infinity to be a logical law. Frege's project is not merely to show ~at arithmetic is analytic or a part of logic, but also to show that numbers are objects, that arithmetic is about objects. This, of course, has been taken to be the main thesis of Frege's platonism. But, on Dummett's reading, Frege takes semantic categories to be prior to ontological ones; hence his platonism is not the fashionable... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1538-4586
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0022-5053
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 303-306
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2008-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	