Tiendaagse Veldtocht , Ten-Day Campaign. Initially,
Dutch troops were successful but withdrew when
France dispatched an army into Belgium.

Although an armistice ended the war the King did

not recognize the independence of Belgium until 1839.

By this same treaty Belgium ceded part of the
province of Limburg to the Netherlands and allowed
Willem 1 to continue to reign over part of Luxemburg.
Finally, the major powers recognized the permanent
neutrality of Belgium. Germany would violate that
treaty in August 1914,

In the years following Belgium would become one
of the more industrialized European nations and even
acquired a large colony in Africa then known as the
Belgian Congo.

[t would suffer through two German occupations

Belgian rebels on
the barricade of
the Place Rovale
facing the Parc
de Bruxelles in
Brussels (1530).

complex language problem made more complicated
when German was also made an oftficial language
because of some annexed German territory. It tried to
solve that language issue in the 1990s by making
Belgium a federal state. 1

Dr. Gerlof D. Homan is a regular
contributor to dis magazine. He
taught European and Peace
History at Illinois State University
and has published articles and
books on French, Dutch, American
Mennonite and Peace History. He
retired in 1994. '
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The Curious
Case of the

Complicated
Border: The
Story of Baarle

by Barry Smith
(with thanks to K. A. H. W. Leenders
and Brendan Whyte)

istory has left a territory composed of two

municipalities, whose shape is unique,

belonging partly to the Netherlands and
partly to Belgium. Earlier both parts belonged to the
former Duchy of Brabant. a territory that is now split
up into the Dutch province of Noord-Brabant
(including Baarle-Nassau) and the Belgian provinces
of Antwerp (which includes Baarle-Hertog). Vlaams
Brabant, Brussels and Brabant-Wallon. People are
quite comfortable with this situation, even though it
raises so many complicated and difficult problems that
even the most brilliant jurists are puzzled. Baarle-
Hertog is called on older Belgian maps Barle-Duc
(Hertog = Duke, fr: duc) and must not be con fused
with the prefectoral town of Bar-le-Duc, Meuse,
France.

Origin of the situation
The vear of Baarle's founding is not known
precisely. The name appears for the first time in 992,
in a "false charter”, when Countess Hilsondis, the wife

of Ansfried, donates her properties, including Baarle,
to the abbey of Thorn in the Dutch province of
Limburg.

At the end of the 12th century, Godfried of
Schoten. the Lord (Sieur, Seigneur) of Breda, owned
Breda Castle and the territory around the castle
extending to the east and north. His ancestors had
bought the territory (as a perpetual and free land
ownership) from the ancestors of Hendrik 1, the Duke
of Brabant. In those days, however. many a dispute
concerning the ownership of the land divided the
Duke of Brabant and Dirk V11, the Count of Holland.
Probably in response to threats, Godfried gave the
territory to the Duke by grace of the Charter of 1190.
Nevertheless Duke Henry immediately gave the
territory back to Godfried. but in the form ofa loan.
Godfried thereby acknowledged the Duke as the
proprietor, and this caused the Count of Holland to
declare in 1203 that he renounced his rights on the
territory. To express his gratefulness towards
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Godfried, the Duke of Brabant added large sections
of forest and tourbiéres (dried swamp with a deposit
you can burn) to the property he had on loan,
territory previously not belonging to Godfried.

Nowadays we see this period in another light. In
the 12th century Baarle is located in a rather
peripheral region in which none of the regional counts
(of Holland, Louvain/Brabant, Gelre) or bishops
(Utrecht, Licge) enjoys a firm grip on the surrounding
territory. A number of local lords owned their own
village and some of them succeeded in becoming a
regional lord, like the Lord of Breda. In the period
1190 - 1235 the Count of Louvain/Brabant expanded
his power from the south over a large part of this
region, while the Count of Holland expands from the
Northwest. A big clash occurred in 1203, from which
time both regions of influence were more or less
clearly demarcated. In the years before 1203 the lord
of Breda took sides with Louvain/Brabant while the
Lord of Strijen elected for Holland. Indeed the Count
of Louvain gave up all his claims in the north west and
gave them in fief to the lord of Breda. Those
documents are now dated "ca. 1198" (One can find in
older literature: 1169, 1190, 1196, ca. 1200.) This

shows the importance the acquisition of the support of
Breda had for the Count of Louvam in his
confrontation with Holland. Other local and regional
lords in that part of the region called "Brabant" from
1203 were afterwards swallowed up by Brabant
without such compensation. Only after 1235 does the
Count of Louvain/Brabant present himself as Duke of
Brabant.

Baarle was at this ime not the only collection of
enclaves and the enclaves were not the only inhabited
parcels. The count of Louvain kept his personal
feudal link with the people in the region that already
before 1198 had sided with him. These persons and
their houses and fields in various places like Heerle,
Roosendaal, Nispen, Sprundel, Hage, Zundert,
Wembhout and in Baarle, came to fall under the
jurisdiction of Zandhoven, a countal court east of
Antwerp. In the medieval sources you can find
"Hage-Hertog", "Zundert-Hertog" and so on, and not
only "Baarle-Hertog". In fact Baarle-Hertog consists
completely of ducal fiefs and fiefs of rented out
parcels of those fiefs.

Dating from that moment, a difference was born
between those parts of Baarle under the Duke of
Brabant, and those parts of Baarle (and Heerle,
Wernhout, etc.) under the Lordship of Breda. The
presuppositions for the existence of BAARLE-
NASSAU were thus created around 1198, but it is
only from 1404, when the Counts of Nassau in
Germany became also Lord of Breda, that the name
"Baarle-Nassau" can be found.

Attempts to resolve the enclaves
What is remarkable is that the partition of the
territory did not change across all succeedin g
historical events. Many opportunities presented
themselves to eliminate the Baarle enclaves over the
course of the last 800 years, but none succeeded.
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In 1327 - 1339 there was no Lord of Breda. The
Land of Breda belonged directly to the ducal
domains. The fiefs held from the Lord of Breda were
now held from the Duke in Brussels. We can still see
the mix up with "real"ducal fiefs like those of Baarle-
Hertog in the registers in Brussels. In 1334 a number
of villages, including Baarle-Breda, were pawned to
Van Liedekerke. During the short period 1327 -

1334 it would have been easy to erase the enclaves in
all those villages, but it did not happen.

In around 1388 the Duchess of Brabant was in
need of money to wage war. To raise these funds she
sold or pawned a number of ducal domains. In 1388
her jurisdiction over the enclaves in the Land of Breda
was pawned to the Lord of Breda. The pawn was
never redeemed. However, the jurisdiction over
Baarle belonged since 1356 to her sister Maria of
Brabant (Land of Turnhout) and was therefore not a
part of this transaction. Thus while most enclaves
disappeared already in 1388, those in Baarle
escaped.

Historical intermezzo

From around 1500 the Kings of Spain were Lord
over the 17 Provinces in the Low Countries
previously ruled by Burgundy. The 80 Years War split
these 17 Provinces into the Republic of the 7 United
Provinces and the rest, known as the "Southern
Netherlands". The northern part of the old Duchy of
Brabant was annexed by the Republic which acquired
the status of occupied territories under the name
"Staats Brabant". In 1648 Spain and other countries
officially recognized the Republic. As far as Baarle is
concerned, Henry 111 was followed as Count of
Nassau and Lord of Breda by Ren¢ of Chalons,
Prince of Orange (in France) and then by William of
Orange, the central figure in the Dutch revolt against
Spain. From there the line runs down to Queen
Beatrix of the Netherlands in our own day.
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The border between Belgium and the
Netherlands at Baarle-Nassau.

In the North the Republic of the 7 United
Provinces survived up to 1795. Then from 1795 to
1806 these provinces form the so-called "Batavian
Republic" with "Bataafs Brabant” (the former "Staats-
Brabant") as a normal province. From 1806 to 1810
they form the Kingdom of Holland: from 1810 they
are part of the French Empire until they are liberated
at the end of 1813 with William of Orange as
sovereign.

In the South the rule of the Spanish King gives
way to that of the Austrian emperor. Then in 1793
comes annexation by France, first as part of the
Republic and then of the Empire, with liberation at the
end of 1813, when the Congress of Vienna decides
that the North and South shall be united under King
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William of Orange | as the United Kingdom of the
Netherlands.

In 1830 the two are splitagain: in the South we
have the Kingdom of Belgium; in the North the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. One half-province (the
castern part of greater Luxemburg) becomes a
separate Grand Duchy initially under William [ but
from 1890 under its own Grand Dukes.

1648: With the Peace of Munster of 1648. one of
the treaties of Westphalia putting an end to the 30
Years War and also to the 80-Year-War of the
Netherlands against Spain, it was decided that the
portion of Baarle under the Count of Nassau should
be added to the "Generaliteitslanden” (The United
Provinces), because this part belonged to the Baronie
de Breda; and that the portion of Baarle belonging to
the Land of Tunhout should be added to the Spanish
Southern Netherlands (the present Belgium). In this
way the enclaves survived the Peace of Munster.

In the Treaty of Fontainebleau of | 785, between
the Dutch Republic and Emperor Joseph I1, a
committee was ordered to make proposals for the
c;change of territories so that the enclaves would
disappear. Protests from Baarle-Hertog delayed the
work of the committee so much that nothing
happened before the annexation of the Southern
Netherlands by France.

Between 1810 - 1832 the whole of the
Netherlands (North and South) was measured and
mapped for the land taxes imposed by the French
Empire and later the Kingdom of the United
Netherlands. Each "village" became a cadastral
municipality. It was then thought wise to make one
cadgslml municipality "Baarle" and the maps and
registers were made on that basis. But Baarle-Hertog
u."us partof'the province of Antwerpand Baarle-
.\nss‘au Was part of Noord-Brabant. So 5 formal
provincial border correction was needed. Everything

was prepared and agreed upon informally. The
provincial government of Noord-Brabant agreed o
the proposals on July 5th and the Antwerp provingial
government planned to do so in September 183,

In the summer of 1830, however. there occurred
the Belgian Revolution. So the unified cadastral
municipality had to be split up once again. This was
done by colouring the Belgian parcels on the cadastral
maps. But some parcels were forgotten in this
process, and some could not be dealt with so casily
since they were partly Belgian and partly Dutch: these
had been thrown together into single parcels because
the mapmakers had assumed that the partition of the
village would shortly disappear.

The Treaty of Maastricht of 1843 delimited the
boundary between the Netherlands and Bel gium, but
even then it was found impossible to compromise on
the territory of Baarle. It was instead decided to leave
things as they stood, for it was impossible to define
the boundary between boundary poles 214 and 215
(about 50 km).

Instead of defining a boundary. it was accepted
that the nationality of 5732 parcels be established one
by one (the colouring on the cadastral maps). A part
of these parcels constitute the (at least) twenty
Belgian enclaves, presently Baarle Hertog, which are
situated either within the territory of the Dutch
muniFipality of Baarle-Nassau or. in the case of the
i’ig!:llnan region of Zondereigen, in the surrounding
and.

Most of them lie about five km beyond the Belgian
border, but there is also a small enclave of Baarle-
Ngss_au inside Belgium and even a Belgian parcel
within a Dutch parcel within a Belgian enclave
sunounfied by Dutch territory. This bizarre situation
has obviously led to a num ber of difficulties — hence
the repeated attempts at normalization.
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A new committee, set up by Belgium, began its
exploration of the possibilities for an exchange of
territories in 1875. Only in 1892 was a draft
agreement between the both countries ready, but it
was not accepted by both parliaments.

In 1996 plans were made to form bigger
municipalities in the Netherlands and in Belgium. So
Baarle-Hertog would become a part of Tumnhout and
Baarle-Nassau would form together with Alphen and
Chaam a new entity (the "ABC-municipality"). This
implied that the distance between the two centres of
municipal government, now about 200 meters, would
increase 1o 15 kilometres. This would make the long-
existing strong contacts between both municipalities
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rather impossible. Both the Dutch and the Belgian
parliaments voted against the disappearance of the
municipalities of Baarle-Nassau and Baarle-Hertog.
So they still exist although they are in population terms
among the smallest municipalities of both countries.

Problems or opportunities?
Living ina extremely enclavated village such as
Baarle brings its own problems but also unique
opportunities.

As each house is deemed to pay taxes in the
country where its front door is located, it is an old
tradition in Baarle to move the front door some
meters if that is profitable for the taxes, especially for
shops. This is part of making the best out of a strange
situation. In 1995 a remeasurement of all the borders
of enclaves according to modern exact standards was
completed. This gave rise to some problems of this
kind. In at least one case a house would have had to
move from Belgium to the Netherlands. The
inhabitants did not want that to happen, but the
solution was simple: they moved the front door of
their house. One formerly Dutch meadow (with one

cow grazing there) "moved" in 1995 from the
Netherlands to Belgium, as it was recognised that it
had to be a Belgian parcel.

Also in the open countryside the border situation
brings problems and opportunities. The valley of the
river Merkske is divided between both villages/
kingdoms. This made it impossible for the re-
allotment and land-improvement people to do there a
lot of harm, as happened elsewhere. So this is now
one of the ecologically richest areas in the whole
region.

The village Baarle attracts a lot of touristic traffic.
For many years the shops in Belgium were open on
Sundays, those in the Netherlands not - wi th the
exception of those in Baarle. Taxes in Belgium and
The Netherlands differed sometimes a lot, so one
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could go shoppin 2 between two tax -fegimes in one
single street. And don't forget the Belgian chocolate,
You could not find that quality in the Netherlands,
With the coming of the European Union some of
those differences disappeared. To make the enclaves
visible for the visitor. the little plates with the house
numbers are made to look different: ovals with the
Belgian colours and rectangles with Dutch coloyrs.
Officially a letter goes by post from Hertog over
Tumhout to Brussels and than by air to Amsterdam,
and for the last part of the journey over Tilburg to
Nassau. But if you use the letterbox in the next street.
the letter doesn't leaye Baarle at all!

For the understanding of the good relationships
between the people of both Baarles it is important to
know that they formed up to 1860 one Catholic
parish. Only then did the Bishop of Breda find jt
tunacceptable that some of "hjs" souls would go to 3
church ina "foreign” country, and so he created 3
Separate parish for Baarle-Nassay_ Another important
relation between both Communities was the common
use of the heathlands. as Is documented since 1479,

In the medieval agnicultural System on the sandy sojjs

of this region the extensive use of the heather playeg
an important role. The common pansh and heather
made Baarle for the local people a single Community,
Only the external lords, dukes and kings made the
prul;lmns with taxes compounded later by the
increasingly separate developments of the two
modemn societies of the Netherlands and Belgium,
The splitting up of the parish and the efforts to create
bigger municipalities are examples thereof’

Even now some think the situation in Baarle IS
something to be regretted. The inhabitants of Baarje
think otherwise. They do not want to lose their special
ambiance and they want to keep Baarle as it is now:
Baarle-Nassau and -Hertog, a historical ly,
geographically and politically peculiar village. Not
only in Europe, but - with the exception of the
exclaves in Cooch-Behar — in the whole world.
Baarle is a historical-juridical mon ument of world
class.

Dr. Barry Smith is | Distinguished
Professor of Philosophy and
Julian Park Chair ar the State
(ni\wtsir_l‘ of New York. Buffalo.
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Book Review

Blue Skies, Orange Wings: The Global Rcuvﬂ.ﬂf :
Dutch Aviation in War and Peace, 1? /.,t.- 194‘3 by
Ryan Noppen. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.
(Sl*ptcmber 8.2015).

Reviewed by Maynard J. Flikkema,
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Having taken a number of CALL cl?sscs at Calvin
College on World War 1 and World W ar 2 w.nh
Ryan Noppen, [ wasted no time purchasing l:ns
re.centlv issued book Blue Skies, Orange Wings
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 201 (-1).
Thisbook is a treasure trove of amazingly detailed
information, rich illustrations, and numerous vi gnettes
of personal interest stories from war times and peace
inthe twentieth century.

In his entertainin g style, Noppen weaves an cas:\,'-
10-read narrative of the history and dev elopment of
Fokker aircraft, the emergence of KLLM airlines, the
involvement of aircraft in World War | and \\'(_)r[d
War 2 and the technical improvements of aviation
during the years 1914-1945.

One particular vi gnette of interest for me was lhc
SoryofaKLM flight from Amsterdam to B;H‘J\:I%l in
the East Indies. The plane experienced engine failure
over Bulgaria. With the use of a cart drawn by oxen,
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RYAN K. NoppeN

ORANGE WINGS

The Global Brach of Dutch Aviatien in War and Peace, 1914-1945

anew engine arrived at the site and was installed on
the spot so that the flight could continue successfully.
Readers will learn that one of KLM’s ﬁrs't and b,csl
pilots was a Russian fighter ace during World War 1,
and he served until 1950.

This book 1s a “must read™ for aviation buffs. They
will be enthralled by the numerous photos of aircraft
and historical aviation events.
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