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My book draws a picture of human knowledge as a kind of successful cognitive

performance. In order to know that p one must at a minimum attain an aim of one’s

belief that p: i.e., one must hit the mark of truth. A performance can attain its aim by

sheer luck, however, in which case its success will not manifest the competence of

the performer, either because the performance is not so much as competent, or else

because, however competent it may or may not be, it is not its competence that

accounts for its success. In order to be apt a performance must attain its basic aim, it

must be a competent performance, and, further, its success must manifest its

competence.

Animal knowledge is apt cognitive performance, apt belief. But there is a higher

level of knowledge, reflective knowledge. Here the believer aptly notes, or

implicitly presupposes, the aptness of his first-order belief.

The book details that picture of knowledge on its two levels. Framing the picture,

the opening and closing chapters confront respective forms of skepticism. The first

chapter confronts the dream skeptic, the last a kind of Pyrrhonian skeptic. The

second chapter presents the basic account of knowledge, and the fifth develops it on

its two levels. The two middle chapters take up as many issues recently prominent in

epistemology, through the normativity of the apt belief. Thus, the third chapter takes

up intuition as an epistemic source in line with our virtue epistemology, and the

fourth offers a theory of epistemic normativity as a kind of performance

normativity.
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