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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  BOOK REVIEWS .627 to grasp the relationship of figuration to pure thought in Hegel, such as those by Malcolm Clark, Daniel Cook, William Maker, or Jere Paul Surber.' To demonstrate that the rhetorical is limited is not to consign oneself to silence, and Smith's "discovery" that the specific sentences and figures of Hegelian language are-mirabile dictu.t--still subject to rhetorical analysis leaves largely unconsidered the far more interesting claim inherent in much of his own analysis---that in fact Hegel's speculative science elaborates itself precisely through its immanent demonstration of the limitations of the rhetorical. It is of course arguable that Hegel did not succeed in this project, but Smith--at least in his deconstructive mode--seems to assume (as do many contemporary Hegel commentators) that the project could not succeed, and then offers yet another explanation of why this must be so. This gambit invariably reconstitutes the sort of theoretical aporias which Hegel sought to mediate in his speculative philosophy, and thus invites the countersuggestion: is it possible that the critic has not grasped the spirit of speculative science? A serious shortcoming of Smith's rhetorical reading is that it virtually ignores the Logic. But the rhetorical reading of Hegel must confront the "Speculative Rhetoric" whose categories explain the provenance of the categories used in ordinary rhetorical analysis. Despite these shortcomings, Smith's rhetorical reading advances a valuable new approach to Hegel's speculative philosophy. Much can be gained from a rhetorical approach to Hegel, and Smith's book is a significant contribution to this project. CHIP SILLS Emor) University Donald A. Crosby. The Specter of the Absurd: Sources and Criticisms of Modern Nihilism. SUNY Series in Philosophy. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1988. Pp. viii + 456. Cloth, $49.5 o. Paper, $19.95. Believing that nihilism is one of the most prevalent intellectual trends in recent times, and building on a course he has taught over the last decade that produced a response from students who sensed the hidden presence of nihilistic attitudes and feelings in their world, Crosby has developed a fairly comprehensive analysis, and a brief but interesting criticism of, the problem of nihilism in modern thought, literature, and experience. The tracing of the origins of, and the examination of the paradigms of, political, moral, epistemological, cosmic, and existential nihilism is carried out in a lucid and comprehensive way and with a sincerity of purpose that was rare during the long parabolic "linguistic turn" in American philosophy. Although, inevitably, some familiar ' MalcolmClark, Logicand System:A Study of the Transitionfrom "Vorstellung"to Thoughtin the PhilosophyofHegel (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff), 1971;Daniel Cook, Language in thePhilosophy of Hegel (The Hague: Mouton, 1973); William Maker, "Reason and the Problem of Modernity," Philosophical Forum 18/4: 275-3o3; Jere Paul Surber, "Hegel's Speculative Sentence," HegelStudien lo: ~t 1-3o. 628 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 28" 4 OCTOBER 199o terrain is retraced, this search for the evolutionary threads of theoretical and existential nihilism (which is not free of controversial claims) is an accessible, clearly presented, and interesting treatment of a very real modern and contemporary phenomenon. After identifying the various types of nihilism with illustrations from the political nihilism that emerged in Russia in the 186os and was popularized in Turgenev's Fathers and Sons (through the character Bazarov), Jack London's The Sea Wolf, selections from Russell's early subjectivist moral thought, the negativistic egoism of Max Stirner, Nietzsche 's critical epistemology, Mauthner's nominalistic and relativistic theory of language and meaning, the idea of a meaningless cosmos in Nietzsche, Schopenhauer, and the early Russell, the expressions of existential nihilism in Kafka, Camus, Tolstoy, Schopenbauer and others, Crosby carefully and conscientiously displays the arguments for nihilism. In a manner reminiscent of W. T. Stace's Religion and theModern Mind, but with the addition of contemporary references, the impact of the numerous critiques of the idea of God and the emphasis upon a "world without God" on modern consciousness are discussed. The pathos of the loss of belief in God was, as is shown, dramatically captured by Nietzsche, Dostoevsky, and Tolstoy. While treating this issue sympathetically , Crosby later argues that the loss... 
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