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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Hume Studies Volume XXI, Number 2, November 1995, pp. 193-196 A Response to Douglas Long JOHN B. STEWART Opinion Hume undertakes to apply the experimental method to the "mind subjects," the subjects in which human beliefs go a long way in determining what happens. What happens in domestic and international economics, what happens in domestic and international politics, what provision is made with regard to religion, etc. is shaped to a great extent (a) by what the influential people believe is true, and (b) by what they believe is good. Let us take one of Hume's examples. What do the influential people believe would be the most likely effect of the inculcation in the public mind of the idea that it is good to kill tyrants? To what kind of governance would such a general belief be most likely to lead? Would that kind of governance be good or bad? I used the word "opinion" in the title of my book to refer to the beliefs of a group, society, or nation, as in the expression "public opinion." Long reminds us that in "Of the First Principles of Government" we are told that all governmental authority ultimately is based on opinion. Property, too, is based on opinion: first, the belief that it is good (useful) to follow certain rules of ownership, and second, the moral belief that it is wicked to violate those rules. Because I think that Hume was out to improve the beliefsÂ—the opinionsÂ—of his readers, especially his British readers (those of "this nation") about politics, economic policy, the management of religion, etc., I entitled my last chapter "Changing the British Mind." Do Hume's writings show that he found that the British mind needed to be changed? John Stewart is at The Senate of Canada, 140 Wellington Street, Ste. 801, Ottawa, Ontario KlA 0A4 Canada. 194 John B. Stewart Reform My main submission is that those who call Hume a conservative attribute to him a scepticism far too extreme. They follow this up by attributing to him a view on politics consistent with extreme scepticism. Consequently, following Mill, they call him a conservative. The key question is whether they are correct on his epistemology. I argue that, having applied the experimental method, Hume concluded that the British were wrong-headed on certain important topics. On the constitution some Britons were so intent on increasing liberty that they forgot that authority is needed, while others forgot that the purpose of authority is to promote liberty. And their wrong-headedness on trade had contributed to wars, high taxes, and a burden of debt so heavy that the future of the country was endangered. He concluded that the British mind needed to be changed. By using the experimental method he had arrived at what he held were valid generalizations about the results of certain maxims, policies, and constitutional arrangements. Such generalizationsÂ—scientific findingsÂ—are possible because persons of "solid understanding" can discover what causes (maxims, policies, etc.) will produce particular effects if all else remains constant. (See the opening paragraphs of "Of the Rise and Progress of the Arts and Sciences" and "Of Commerce.") Long says that my Hume had "transformative ambitions." Yes, I think that Hume aspired to change the British mind; that is why he undertook to show that the thinking of Britons was wrong on many topics: the balance of power, the character of the French and the Irish, the protective tariff, the matchless constitution, etc. Why is my Hume a Fabian, as Long says? Here we must distinguish between that which theoretically is best and that which is achievable at an acceptable cost. Hume's political science is both theoretical and practical. Politics is the art of the possible. Hume warns even those who have the right to undertake "violent" (or forced) innovation against such change. The multitude is highly conservative; unlike the sceptic they do not test old beliefs and ways by the experimental method. Remember what happened to poor Dr. Harvey: as a result of making a great discovery he lost half his medical practice! To clear out all false beliefsÂ—built up by hasty and shallow thinking and by... 
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