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     	 Introduction
 
	 Kenneth W. Stikkers
 

 
 
 
   Let me begin by repeating my remarks at the close of the annual Business Meeting of the Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, March 17, 2012 :
 "We call ourselves the Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, but one of the hopes of at least Josiah Royce and John Dewey was that great societies might eventually grow into great communities. So I am deeply honored today to assume the position of SAAP's new President because it is an honor that comes not merely from a society of professional colleagues but from a community of friends who have nurtured and supported me for thirty-seven years, both professionally and personally. Initially I came to SAAP in order to share common philosophical interests, but over the years our regular meetings have become excuses to see old friends and to meet new ones, although, of course, wonderful and important professional work continues to be done at our gatherings. Indeed, as Royce teaches us, societies are formed around common purposes, but communities are animated by the feeling of the simple goodness of being together, and all our good works are then the delicious fruits of community rather than the primary purpose of our coming together.
 "Foremost in my mind as I assume this office has been the vivid memory of when I was first welcomed into this community by one of its extraordinary founders—someone to whom I, like so many in this room, owe far more than I can ever repay and who represents for many of us here today the very best of the spirit of classical American philosophy and the very best of our society. That person is, of course, John J. McDermott. I had just completed an MA thesis on William James and had just begun my PhD studies at DePaul University. Already, though, I had concerns about the sterility of philosophy in America, as exemplified by the programs at the American Philosophical [End Page 1] Association. I wandered into a SAAP-sponsored session at the Central Division APA meeting in Chicago. McDermott was the speaker, and I recall thinking, Thank God, there are people in the profession for whom philosophy is what James taught me it could be—a matter of intimate, vital concern, and not merely mental problem-solving. I introduced myself to McDermott and recall vividly how honored I felt then when this distinguished philosopher, whose works I had studied carefully for my thesis, asked me about my work and interests and even took notes as I told him about them! From that moment, John and the Society have been with me throughout my career in philosophy, as both colleagues and friends: throughout my years at Seattle University and now at Southern Illinois University Carbondale, John and the Society have been constant sources of support and nutrition and reminders of the deeper meaning of our philosophical calling.
 "Today I feel honored, much as I felt honored thirty-seven years ago in my first meeting with McDermott and of the Society, and if I can in some measure pass on the legacy that John so magnificently represents, I will be content. Which of us, John, would have been more disbelieving if someone told us in 1975 that someday I would be assuming this office?
 "I was not present at the early meetings that led to the founding of this society, but I understand that it was Justus Buchler who insisted on including the word "advancement" in the Society's name, because he thought that it would be a betrayal of the spirit of classical American philosophy if the Society were ever to become merely a museum of past thinkers and ideas. Indeed, throughout its history, the Society has struggled—successfully, I believe—to balance appropriately a memory that honors its historical roots with a vision for the future, informed and nurtured by both its history and the pressing social, political realities of the present day. Jacquelyn Kegley's Presidential Address in a few moments expresses that ongoing effort. It is exciting to me to assume the position of President at a time when the Society is so vigorously continuing its efforts to...
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