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 Expanding Process: Exploring Philosophical and Theological Transformations in China and the West. By John H. Berthrong. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2008. Pp. vii + 237. Hardcover $75.00.
 
   Expanding Process: Exploring Philosophical and Theological Transformations in China and the West, by John Berthrong, is a model study of processive motifs in Chinese traditions and their contributions to global process-relational philosophy. Process-relational philosophy, which became a full-fledged school of thought in the twentieth century with the works of Alfred North Whitehead and the American Pragmatists, conceives of reality as constant flux. This metaphysical view is opposed to [End Page 741] the substance-ontological view, which understands reality as a composition of timeless, discrete substances, such as Plato's Forms.
 In working to move process philosophy out of its Whiteheadian and American roots, Berthrong draws out processive motifs in classical Confucianism, Daoism, and Neo-Confucianism and integrates them with what he calls North American naturalist notions of process to create a more robust global understanding of process philosophy. These processive motifs are areas within a particular school of thought that emphasize change and flux over substance and permanence. Berthrong's three studies, of Xunzi, the Liezi, and the master-disciple pair of Zhu Xi and Chen Chun, demonstrate the applicability of process thought to moral self-cultivation, conceptions of authority, and metaphysics, respectively, and thus demonstrate not only the processive nature of Chinese philosophy, but also the broad applicability of process thought to a variety of philosophical fields; process thought is not limited to twentieth-century Western philosophy, nor is it limited to metaphysical issues.
 In the introductory chapter, Berthrong describes his project as inspired by the work of Nicholas Rescher. Rescher combed Western philosophical texts in search of a history of process thought prior to the works of Whitehead and his contemporaries. Berthrong has a similar goal, but he aims to find a global history of process. Through the accumulation of processive motifs drawn from varying fields of philosophy within three distinct schools of Chinese philosophy, Berthrong aims to construct a more robust conception of process than those limited to a Western perspective.
 In the second chapter, Berthrong examines Xunzi's philosophy and argues that the processive motif of transformation is most readily found in Xunzi's theory of self-cultivation, particularly in his epistemology and theory of human nature. Berthrong notes that though the individual's transformation under the guidance of a sage is an excellent and ready example of process thought, the truly interesting question is how the early sages developed morality without someone to model it for them. Berthrong draws from recent scholarship on Xunzi to argue that it is through borrowing and developing, or, in Confucius' terms, learning and reflecting, that the sage begins the process of self-cultivation: the transformation of his innate, rough, and coarse human nature into a refined, moral nature. Berthrong ends this chapter with a brief analysis of cheng (true integrity/sincerity/self-actualization) as the emotional, and ultimately moral, motivation to begin the process of learning and reflecting.
 Berthrong's task is somewhat different in his third chapter as he switches both the tradition in focus and the philosophical field. Daoism in general, but particularly the early Daoism of which the Liezi is a foundational text, is structured entirely around the concept of ceaseless change and flux, and thus the identification of general processive motifs is easy. So Berthrong turns his attention to the study what sort of process one finds in the Liezi. He develops the Daoist notion of ziran (spontaneity) and its related trait, open receptivity. He then explores the relation of spontaneity to antiauthoritarian radical social theory. His ultimate conclusion is that though there is a close relationship between the two historically, the philosophy does not necessitate such a relationship. [End Page 742]
 In chapter 4, Berthrong examines the Neo-Confucianism of Zhu Xi and Chen Chun. Berthrong's approach is to examine Chen Chun's Glossary for processive motifs and then to demonstrate that Chen Chun, Zhu Xi's student, offers a vision consistent with...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					 Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $16.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $29.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1529-1898
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0031-8221
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 741-744
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2011-10-15
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	