


















3. Ideas can give us knowledge only ifwe can ascertain

their veridicality.34

Their veridicality can be established only by means

of circular reasoning.

Hence, we cannot know that ideas are veridical. ( 4,3)

The conclusion that Sergeant drew from SAl was that Locke's 

representationalism must be mistaken. It cannot be true that that all 

our knowledge must be gleaned from ideas in the mind, which 'Gay 

and Florid Pictures' are all we ever have direct epistemic access to. 

Sergeant seized this opportunity to propose a return to the 

Aristotelian theory of cognition instead. 

According to this theory, to cognize an object is for the mind 'to 

become' that object: when I cognize an F-object, the very form 'F

uess' is immaterially instantiated in my intellectual soul. In general, 

Sergeant believes that contrary to the ideists, 'those who follow' d 

Aristotle's Principles ( as the great Aquinas constantly endeavoured) 

did generally discourse ( ... ) very solidly'. 35 Indeed, he approvingly 

34 
Strictly speaking, Sergeant's requirement here is stronger than Locke's, which only 

stated that we must be assured of the co1Tespondence. For Locke, 'assurance' refers to a 

very high probability, not knowledge. However, this need not pose a serious problem for 

Sergeant's argument. After all, Locke explains that we are 'assured' that it froze in England 

last winter when someone tells us so because we have often experienced frost in wintry 

England. But Sergeant's argument shows that we can never establish any correspondence 

between ideas and external objects (after all, that would involve comparing the world with 

one's ideas.). Hence, it also seems to show that we cannot claim to have 'assurance' that 

idea-world correspondence obtains. Moreover, it is not crystal-clear whether Locke was 

using 'assurance' as a technical term in his presentation of the concept of 'real knowledge'. 

After all, the problem that he proceeded to raise for it was framed in knowledge-language: 

'How shall the Mind( ... ) know that they agree with Things themselves?'. Moreover, the 

technical meaning of' assurance' is not introduced until much later, in E. IV. xvi. 6, 661-2. 

35 
SP Epistle dedicatory, A3. 

26 

2.

 3.

4. Circular reasoning does not give us knowledge.

5.
6. Therefore, they are not a source of knowledge. (5,2) 
7. We know nothing about the world. (6,1)














































