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                Like George Wilson, Noël Carroll, and other pioneers of the analytic philosophy of film, Gaut brings much needed conceptual clarity and argumentative rigour to fundamental topics in film theory. He is more generous to prior, non-philosophical traditions of film theorizing, however, than some of his predecessors. ‘We must start again’, Carroll famously declared at the end of Mystifying Movies (New York: Columbia University Press, 1988, p. 234), his jeremiad against the Marxist-semiotic-psychoanalytic paradigm that dominated film theory in the 1970s. Gaut also has no truck with this paradigm, but he explicitly reaches back to earlier, so-called classical film theories to improve on their claims about what makes cinema a unique art. This sets his work apart from contemporary film theory and its almost blanket rejection of medium-specificity and failure to defend cinema as an art in its own right. Gaut does a superb job of comparing and contrasting celluloid-based film with digital cinema (including interactive video-games) in order to clarify what is distinctive about each medium. In addition, he offers original arguments about cinematic authorship, understanding films, cinematic narration, and character identification. Despite its modest title, this is an ambitious, groundbreaking book that any scholar of the theory and philosophy of moving images must reckon with.
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