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ABSTRACT 

This article aims to understand Guo Xiang’s concept of self-so in the perspective of the metaphysical 

agenda of the Xuanxue movement. After reviewing the core features of this metaphysical agenda, I show 

that Guo Xiang’s original use of self-so could be understood as an exegetical tool to deal with the 

challenges addressed to language in the Zhuangzi, as well as with its conception of reality as ever-

transforming. I attempt to show that although Guo Xiang dismisses the metaphysical quest for a first 

principle, his philosophy can nevertheless be read as an enquiry into the most fundamental feature of 

reality. 

 

 
 RAPHAËL VAN DAELE, PhD, Department of Philosophy, Université Libre de Bruxelles (Belgium), 

Centre d’études sur la Chine modern et contemporaine, École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociale 

(Paris, France). Specialities: pre-Qin and early medieval Chinese philosophy, Neoplatonism, 

comparative philosophy. E-mail: raphael.van.daele@ulb.be   

mailto:raphael.van.daele@ulb.be

