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Adler is right 

LAWRENCE WEINSTEIN and JANIS SACKHOFF 
Marymount College of Kansas, Salina, Kansas 

The birth order of 249 prison inmates in jail for felony, drunkenness, and miscellaneous crimes 
between 1977 and 1986 was examined using chi-square analysis. There were significantly more 
first- and last-born people (combined) in jail for each of the above three categories of crimes than 
there were middle-born people. These data are among the few available current evidences bear
ing on Alfred Adler's notion that first- and last-born children are more likely to be drunkards 
and criminals than are middle-born children. 

Alfred Adler (1931) was one of the first psychologists 
to recognize the influence of birth order on the develop
ment of personality. He felt that birth order could have 
a dramatic effect on personality, depending on the in
terpretation a person gives to his/her own position in the 
family structure (Ansbacher & Ansbacher, 1956). Adler 
made the statement that firstborns are the most likely to 
be criminals and drunkards, with the last-borns follow
ing a close second (Ansbacher & Ansbacher, 1956). 
Although Vockell, Felker, and Miley (1973) compiled the 
results of 272 experimental studies performed between 
1967 and 1971 relating to Adler's various tenets, there 
appears to be little current research on Adler's predic
tion that first- and last-born individuals are more likely 
to become lawbreakers than are middle-born children. 
Therefore, we attempted to obtain information relevant 
to Adler's prediction concerning the relationship between 
birth order and criminality and drunkenness. 

METHOD 

Thirty-one inmates from three county jails in Northern and Central 
Kansas, who had been arrested for miscellaneous crimes, were asked 
to complete a questionnaire. One question concerned birth order. In ad
dition, 218 Mitchell County Jail arrest records from 1977 to 1986 were 
reviewed. Of these 218 arrests, 34 were for felonies and 184 were for 
drunk driving. In summary, there were 184 inmates arrested for drunken 
driving, 34 people arrested for felonies, and 31 inmates currently serv
ing time for miscellaneous crimes. Birth order was established for each 
individual. 

RESULTS 

The data for the 31 inmates (22 first- and last-borns 
combined and 9 middle-borns) arrested for miscellane
ous crimes were analyzed by one-way chi-square anal
ysis (X 2 = 5.45, p < .05). Furthermore, a chi-square 
analysis was performed on the number of first- and last-
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borns combined versus middle-borns for drunkenness 
(x 2 = 9.58, p < .05). The number of first- and last
borns combined was 113, and the number of middle-borns 
was 71. Finally, a chi-square analysis was performed on 
the number of inmates convicted for felonies (from 1977 
to 1986) who were first- and last-borns combined versus 
the number of inmates who were middle-borns 
(x 2 = 11.76, P < .05). The number of first- and last
borns was 27 and the number of middle-borns was 7. In 
summary, there were significantly more first- and last
born inmates who were arrested for miscellaneous crimes, 
for drunkenness, and for felonies. 

DISCUSSION 

The current data support Adler's notion that first- and last-borns have 
the greatest potential for developing problematic behaviors. Adler con
tends that, despite similarities in the home environment, siblings de
velop unique psychological differences because of their own interpre
tations of their positions in the family structure. These interpretations 
can manifest themselves in crirninal behavior or drunkenness. A home 
environment that encourages security and affection for each individual 
child could prove advantageous for society as a whole. Therefore, with 
an increased awareness and understanding of the importance that chrono
logical positions make in personality development, overall crime and 
drunkenness rates could decrease dramatically. 

The present study combined data for first- and last-borns because Adler 
makes no clear distinction between the difference in probability of ar
rest for ftrstborns or last-borns. Future research should examine birth 
order as it affects criminality. Although Adler is not clear about how 
much more probable it is that ftrstborns will become crirninals than last
borns, it seems that ftrstborns have some greater chance of being in
volved in breaking the law than do last-borns (Ansbacher & Ansbacher, 
1956). 

REFERENCES 

ADLER, A. (1931). What life should mean to you. Boston: Little Brown. 
ANSBACHER, H. L., &: ANSBACHER, R. R. (Eds.). (1956). The individual 

psychology of Alfred Adler. New York: Basic Books. 
VOCKELL, E. L., FELKER, D. W., &: MILEY, C. H. (1973). Birth order 

literature 1967-71: Bibliography and index. Jounu:U of Individual Psy
chology, 29, 39-53. 

(Manuscript received for publication November 24, 1986.) 

Copyright 1987 Psychonomic Society, Inc. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFA1B:2005
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU <FEFF004a006f0062006f007000740069006f006e007300200066006f00720020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c0065007200200039002000280039002e0034002e00350032003600330029002e000d00500072006f006400750063006500730020005000440046002000660069006c0065007300200077006800690063006800200061007200650020007500730065006400200066006f00720020006f006e006c0069006e0065002e000d0028006300290020003200300031003100200053007000720069006e006700650072002d005600650072006c0061006700200047006d006200480020>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice




