
Introduction

WiththecOViD-19epidemicononehandandtherussianaggression
towardsUkraineontheother,theyear2022wasaparticulartimein
whichweexperiencedextraordinarycircumstances.thecoincidence
ofthesetwoeventsconstitutesaspecialperiodwhichdefinitelyleads
toadifferentlookinregardtomanyimportantaspectsofhumanlife.
inextraordinarycircumstances,peoplecansignificantlychangetheir
valuesystem,worldview,lifegoals,relationships,aswellasopinions
and lifedecisionsconcerningvarious issues, includingmarriageand
family.

theattitudestoandperceptionofrealityarehighlydeterminednot
onlybyexperiencedcircumstancesbutalsobythecultureofaspecif-
icsocietyorcommunity.1 theprevailingvaluesystemandtheimme-
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diateinfluenceofthegivenenvironmentplayanimportantroleinthe
perceptionof themeaningofhumanrelationships, setting lifegoals,
and the vision of one’s future. Polish andUkrainian societies share
manysimilaritiesbutalsoexhibitsomedifferencestoo.inaway,they
sharehistory,culture,andaneighboringgeographicalposition,how-
ever,theyalsodifferintheirstate-formingprocesses,andthepaceof
theirrespectivesocialchangesorculturaltransformations.2 thepaths
of these twocountrieswere alreadydifferentbeforedemocracywas
recoveredintheirsystems.thePolishstatehaswitnessedatransfor-
mationfromsocialismtodemocracy,whereasUkrainebeingaSoviet
republic had to construct their state system virtually from scratch.
Ukrainewon independenceon the 24th ofAugust 1991.3 this is the
pointatwhichtheDeclarationofindependencewasadopted.Fromthe
management of the former totalitarian state, which was the Soviet
Union,autonomousUkrainewastransformedintoademocraticstate.
Ukraine inherited a specific political system from the previous one,
whichcauseddifficultiesinadaptingtothenewdemocraticorder.4 the
statehasredefineditshistoryandcultureandtheassociatednational
identityrightfromitsbeginning,almostfromtheverybasicfounda-
tions.itcontinuestorebuilditsnewsystemofnationalvaluesandtra-
ditionandcreatesitsheroes.thenewlycreatedsocietyisdeveloped
onthefoundationofthebasicgroupunitofsocietywhichisthefami-
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ly.itisthefamilyunitthatcanbeseenasavesseloftradition,histo-
ry,culture,andthevaluesystemofUkrainiansociety.theworldview
ofyoungUkrainianpeopleisformedonthisbasis.thisgroupconsti-
tutesakindofculturalfilterastowhichvaluesshouldbeadoptedfrom
othersocietiesandwhichofthemshouldberejected.

theformationofthisprocesswasdifferentinPoland,wheresoci-
etyismoreopentothecultureoftheWest.Aftertherealsocialismera
and the former cutting off of Poland from the culture of Western
europe,thisfiltercanbethoughtofasmoreofakindofleakysieve.
SociologistshaveemphasizedthatPolishpeopleoftenunquestioning-
lyadoptedthelifestyleofWesterneuropeancountries.5 Polishsociety
has become more susceptible to the influence of the globalization
processes.theconsequenceistheobservedincreasingprocessofindi-
vidualismandconsumerism.Moreover,worldviewpluralismandthe
processofsecularizationentailchangesintheperceptionofthefami-
ly.6 Allthosechangesareofgreatimpactonthelifeandfunctioningof
thefamilyunitaswellasontheperceptionofitinthefuturebyyoung
people.theobservedsocialevolutionsareincorrelationwiththecul-
turalones.togetherwiththestandardsthatwerecharacteristicoffor-
mergenerations, thecurrentprinciples, rules, andnormsconcerning
theactualfunctioningofthefamilyarebecominglessobviousortaken
forgranted.7
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Duetothegreatermobilityofcontemporaryeuropeancommunities,
includingthePolishandUkrainianones,manyyoungpeoplenowlive
far fromtheirnextofkin.their relationshipswith their familieshave
changed.Also,theinfluenceofthefamilyoforiginonthechoiceswhich
mostgovernlifegoalshasdecreased.inUkrainiansociety,thefamilyis
moreinfluencedbytradition,whilePolishsocietyhasapostmoderncul-
ture,createdasanoutcomeoftheaffirmationofglobalizationandmod-
ernizationofsociety.8 First,itwascOViD-19thataffectedthechanges
in the functioningof the family.Ononehand, thiswas related to the
increasedamountoftimespenttogether,whichwascausedbytheperi-
odicallockdownofpreschools,schools,andmanyworkplaces.Onthe
otherhand,thedrasticchangeconcerningfreetimeandmorefrequent-
lyjointtimestayingathomegaverisetoconflictswithinfamilies.

Otherfactorsthatsignificantlyaffectedthechangeinthefunction-
ing of the family were the direct war activities in Ukraine and the
potentialthreatofwarinPoland.Alltheseeventscouldbeofconsid-
erableimpactontheperceptionofmarriageandfamilybytheyouthin
theresearch.Forthisreason,thebasicresearchproblemconcernedthe
perceptionofmarriageandthefamilyunitbythestudentsofUkrainian
andPolishuniversities in thisexceptional timeframe.Are thereany
significantdifferencesbetweenthemin thatfield?thisresearchisa
kindofcomparativestudyonhowinthefaceofthewarandcOViD-
19youngpeople frombothcountries see thebasic social institution
andthedifferencesandsimilaritiesbetweenthem.

Sociological research among Polish and Ukrainian students was
conducted from26thJuneuntil26thJuly2022.thestudywascon-
ductedemployingaquestionnairepreparedinFormsandthensentto
thestudents.theresearchwascarriedoutamong theUkrainianstu-
dentsattheUniversityoflviv,whileinPolandquestionswereasked
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to the students at thePedagogicalUniversity inKrakow.the socio-
logicalstudyquestionnairewasdevelopedduringadiplomaseminar
from2022.9 itwasdeliveredto62studentsfromPolandand52stu-
dentsfromUkraine.two-thirdsofthesubjectscamefromcities,with
one-thirdof thegroupcomingfromruralareas.thisproportionwas
similaramongtheUkrainianandPolishstudents.regardingthestudy
ages,thebiggestgroupamongPolishstudentswerethoseaged21-23
(51.6%),while inUkraine thebiggest representationof the students
wereaged18-20(75%).thedifferencesmaystemfromthefactthat
theUkrainianyouthstartuniversitystudiesattheageof17,whilein
Polanditisusuallyat19.itshouldbenotedthatthelargestgroupof
students(bothPolishandUkrainian)whoparticipatedintheresearch
werebetweentheagesof18and23;moreoftentheywerewomen,and
themajorityofsubjectscamefromurbanareas.

thisisnotalargeresearchsample;therefore,theseresultscannot
be representativeofall students.However, theyallowus to showat
leastpartialconclusionsinregardtostudents’perceptionsofthefuture
ofmarriage and family in these exceptional situations, on one hand
relatedtothecOViD-19pandemic,andontheotherhandintimesof
militaryoperationsinUkraine.thesearequitespecialsituations,since
they are associatedwith a threat to life and high uncertainty of the
future,especiallyinregardtoenteringintolastingrelationships.

Family in the plans of Polish and Ukrainian students 
in the light of own sociological research

the importance of the family unit for human life is emphasized by
bothsociologistsandphilosophers.Bothdrawattentiontotheimpor-
tanceoftheinstitutionofmarriageandfamily.inbothfields,onecan
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notemanysimilaritiesintheunderstandingofthesetwobasicsocial
groups.WłodzimierzDłubacz,acontemporaryphilosopher, refers to
Aristotleandhisstatementthatmanisbynatureasocialanimal.For
thisreason,itisonlynaturalthatpeoplegroupintovariouscommuni-
tiestomeettheirneedsandachievevariousgoals.Firstofall,thebasic
community is the family, onwhich life is based. Family is a social
good and it is present in every culture.10 imelda chłodna perceives
familyasacommunityoflifeandloveinwhichtheprocessesthattake
place are the upbringing and shaping of personal models, a place
wheremutualtrustisdevelopedandalsowhereparticipantsformtheir
humanity.11 Forsociologists, the family isalsoabasicgroupunitof
society.Zbigniewtyszkawrote thatfamily is inseparablyassociated
withsocietyandculture.However,individualsocietiesmayshapeand
modifytheformsoffamilylife.12

the closely similar histories of Poland andUkraine have brought
aboutasituationinwhichwecantalkaboutculturaluniversality,mean-
ingsimilarnorms,standards,andfeaturesinthetwostates.13 certainly,
familyvaluescanbespokenaboutinthiscase.thestudentsfromboth
countrieswereaskedwhether theywould like to start a family in the
future.theresponsesof thestudentswereverysimilar in this regard;
90.3%ofPolish students and90.4%ofUkrainian students responded
affirmatively.theoppositeopinionwasexpressedby8.2%ofthestu-
dentsatthePedagogicalUniversityand5.3%attheUniversityoflviv
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(chart 1).As is reflected by the data, the participants in the research
demonstrateahighacceptanceofstartingafamilyinthefuture.

cHArt 1:Wouldyouliketostartafamily?

this is thecaseeven though today thepostmodernculture,often
associatedwith individualism, is prevailing. it is characterized by a
person’sfocusmostlyontheirownbenefitsandpersonalsatisfaction.
Forthisreason,committingornottorelationshipsisoftencalculated
byyoungpeople.Youngpeople,iftheydecidetostartafamily,usual-
lydoitonarationalbasis.thisfreedomofchoiceisalsorelatedtothe
increasedliberalizationconcerningtheversatilityofformsofthemar-
ital and family life. contemporary individualism is understood as
emancipation from traditional relationships including family-related
ones.14 today,thepressuretowardsanecessitytostartafamilyisalso
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declining.Singlelifeisnolongerpejorativeinitsmeaning,anditcan
alsobeakindoffashionableandtrendylifestyle.thepriorityinindi-
vidualism is self-fulfillment,professional success,andan interesting
wayofspendingfreetime.

Family and children in particular may put constraints on those
plans,toaconsiderableextent.Forthisreason,itseemsinterestingto
findouttheanswerstothequestionofwhythestudentsinthestudy
wanttostarttheirownfamilyandwhethertheanswerstothisissueare
essentiallydifferentbetweenthePolishandUkrainianstudents.

theobtaineddatashowsthatwecanobservesomedifferencescon-
cerningthepurposeofstartingafamily(chart2).

themainpurposeof startinga family for theUkrainian students
wastheargumentthatitiseasiertoovercomedifficultiestogetherand
to have the company of a person who will help and support you
(59.6%),aswell as tohave somebodywhomyou lovebyyour side
(57.7%).For thePolishstudentsontheotherhand,startingafamily
wasmost often associatedwith having somebody you love by your
side(83.6%),thentheneedtohavechildren(62.3%),followedbythe
desiretohaveahomeandassociatedcomfort,aswellashavingaper-
son who will always help and support you. the natural need of a
humanbeingistobewithsomebodyclosetoyou,fromwhomyoucan
getsomeemotionalsupportandgoodadviceorwhomyoucancount
oninparticularlydifficultmoments.certainly,ahusbandorwifecan
besuchacloseperson,asaspecial typeofbondisformedbetween
spouses.15

Allstudentswerealsoaskedwhatarethemostfrequentreasonsthat
makeitimpossibletogetmarried.Onlysmallstatisticaldifferencesin
replies have been noted in this case. For theUkrainian students, the
majorreasonthatpreventsthestartingofafamilyisthattheywouldnot
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beabletofinanciallysupportafamily(48.1%).then,similarpropor-
tions(32.7%each)weresharedbythefearofmakingthewrongchoice
andthefactthatitwastooearlytothinkaboutit.Ontheotherhand,
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Polishstudentsfeltmostfrequentlythatitwastooearlytothinkabout
it (35.5%).thosewhogavea reasonalsoexpressed theconcern that
theywouldnotbeabletosupporttheirownfamilyfinancially,andthe
fearofmaking thewrongchoice(chart3).thosedifferencescanbe
associatedwiththeeconomicsituationaswellasthemilitaryactivityin
Ukraine.Wartime considerably reprioritizes life goals and, predomi-
nantly, is associated with high uncertainty within study, work, and
immigrationdecisions,butmostofall,itisrelatedtoexistentialanxi-
ety.Destroyedworkplaces, schools,and infrastructure,andhence the
lossofmanyworkplaces,constituteasignificantproblemforUkrainian
society.thisisthereasonwhyitseemsthattheUkrainianstudentswho
haveexperiencedwarconsiderfinancialissuesasthereasonpreventing
themfromgettingmarriedtoalargerextentthanthePolishstudentsdo.

Usually, the natural result of starting a family is having a child.
Nevertheless,today—inthepredominantcultureofconsumerismand
individualism—itisnotalwaysasprevalentasitusedtobe.Wecan
observethebreakdownofanincreasingnumberofmarriagesresulting
inareducedrateofchildbirthinfamilies.16 Anincreasingnumberof
marriedcouplespostponethedecisionofhavingachildordecidenot
tohaveanyoffspringwhatsoever.todayhardlyanybodytakes it for
granted that once yougetmarried, you are going to have a baby at
somepoint.Forthisreason,itseemstobejustifiedtoaskaquestion
abouttheplanstohaveababyinthefuture.Uponextrapolatingresults
fromtheobtainedanswers,thedesiretohavechildreninthefutureis
expressed more often by the Ukrainian students (88.5%) than the
Polishones(74.2%)(chart4).Seventeen(17.7)percentofthePolish
studentshavenoplanstohavechildren,incomparisontoonly5.8%of
theUkrainianrespondents.itmustbestatedthatgenerallymostofthe
youthintheresearchhavechildrenincludedintheirplans.Suchopin-
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ionscancomeasasurpriseasthebirthrateinbothcountriesisoneof
thelowestineurope.itisworthconsideringwhetherinthiscasethere
isperhapsadiscrepancybetweentherespondents’declarationsandthe
implementationofthosegoalsinreality.itisalsointerestingthatthe
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Ukrainianstudents,despiteahigherthreatbythecurrentsituation,are
morefrequentlypronatalistintheirapproachthanthePolishstudents.

today,youngpeople—iftheydecidetohavechildren—dosoata
mucholderagethantheirparentsdid.thisiscausedbynumerousfac-
tors. One of them is the predominant postmodernist culture which
chiefly promotes the fulfillment of self, individual goals, and one’s
ownlifeplans.theobservedindividualizationisassociatedfirstofall
withlooseningsocialboundariesaswellasthechangeofthehitherto
obviousnormsandvalues.themodernmanmostoftencreatesrela-
tionshipsthatarepurposefulandrational,andthataredirectedtoindi-
vidualachievements.17 Forthisreason,havingchildren,takingcareof
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themand the timedevoted to thatmaymake thoseplansdifficult to
execute,orpostponedintime.

theyouthcoveredbytheresearchwerealsoaskedhowmanychil-
drentheywouldliketohaveinthefuture.Studentsatbothuniversities
mostoftenrepliedthattheywouldliketohavetwochildren(chart5).
thiswastheopinionof67.3percentofUkrainianstudentsand33.9
percent of the Polish ones.On the other hand, Polish young people
(27.4%)want tohave three childrenmuchmore frequently than the
Ukrainian students (8.8%). it seems interesting that Polish students
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desire to have children less thanUkrainian students do, but if they
declarethattheywanttohavechildren,thentheywanttohavemore
ofthem.thissituationcanbeinterpretedthroughtheprismofthesit-
uationassociatedwiththemilitarythreatandthelinkedfeelingofeco-
nomicsecurity.inthisregard, thesituationinPolandismorestable.
thePolishmarketprovidesgreaterpossibilitiesforfindingajob(the
unemploymentrateisoneofthelowestineurope18)andinadditionto
that,theeconomicdevelopmentandtheoverallsenseofsecuritysup-
portthedecisiontohavemorechildren.

theageatwhichyoungpeoplewanttohavetheirfirstchildaffects
thenumberofchildreninafamily.Mostoften,Polishstudentswantto
have children between 25 and 30 years of age (59.7%), while
Ukrainianstudentstothesameextent(40.4%)beforetheageof25and
between 25 and 30 years of age.Among the students at the Peda-
gogicalUniversity, the samepercentage of respondents (8.1%each)
plantohavechildrenbothbeforetheageof25andbetweentheages
of30and35.

theseanswersmaydemonstratechangesinthewayyoungpeople
think about having children. this may result from the influence of
Westerncultureonthesubjectofperceivingmarriage,family,andchil-
dren.changesregardingthepreferredfamilymodel,suchasareduc-
tionofitssize,areimplementedfasterinPolandthaninUkraine.the
valueofthechilditselfalsochanges.19 inPoland,theconsumerculture
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has caused changes in the perception of the importance of various
communities,includingthefamily.Withincreasingfrequencypeople
areinclinedtowardsthefulfillmentoftheirownneeds,oftenthoseout-
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side thefamily.this is thereasonwhytheyfirstwant togetagood
education, graduate, find a job, achieve financial stability, and only
thendotheythinkaboutstartingafamilyandhavingababy.Ukrainian
studentsseemtovaluethefamilyanditsmeaningintheoverallpur-
poseoflifetoahigherextentatayoungerage.theyperceivethefam-
ilyasacommunitythatcanprovideayoungpersonwiththefeelingof
stabilityandsafety.

togetherwiththeprocessesofculturalchanges,thetransformation
mayalsoaffectthereasonsforwhichyoungpeoplewanttogetmar-
ried.Afewdecadesago,anaturalthingwasthatmarriagewasmainly
forhavingandraisingchildren.20 thisisnotsoevidentanymoretoday.
the purposes ofmarriagemay vary, from the desire to spend time
together, to the indulgenceofpassions,andmultiplying income,but
also—just as before—cooperative raising of children that gives the
greatestsatisfactiontotheparents.Undoubtedly,themediaoutletsthat
promotespecificculturalmodelshaveanenormousimpactontheatti-
tudetowardthepurposeofmarriage.thismainlyhappensthroughtV
andnewspapers,butalso,tothelargestextentforyoungpeopletoday,
throughsocialmedia.thedecisionsofyouthregardingthepurposeof
marriagearealsoaffectedbytheirfamilyoforigin,howevertodayit
seemsthatitsinfluenceismuchlowerthanitusedtobeinthepast.21

Onemustnotneglect the importanceof theprevailingculture in the
countryconcerned.Hence thestudentsof theKrakowandlvivuni-
versities were asked about the purpose of marriage that was most
importantforthem.
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cHArt 7:themostimportantpurposeofmarriage

tonearlythesameextent,bothgroupssaiditwasmainlymutual
love(chart7).thesecondplaceofthemarriageprioritiesforthelviv
studentswas takenbymutualhelp(67.3%),followedbyhavingand
raisingchildren(46.2%).likewise,Polishstudentsfurtherprioritized
mutual help (64.5%) and then the best upbringing for children
(57.9%).Materialsecuritywasalsoanimportantmarriagegoalforthe
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students at both universities, however to a slightly lower degree.
concerningthepurposeofmarriage,wecanobservesimilaritiesinthe
answersofallthestudents,althoughinslightlydifferentproportions.
Nevertheless,thebiggestdifferenceintheresponseswasthatforthe
Polishstudents,thebestpossibleraisingofchildrenisofahighprior-
ity, while for the Ukrainian students having and raising children is
muchmoreimportant.Undoubtedly,loveisthetoppriorityinmarriage
for students from both countries.Within contemporary culture, it is
also thechiefbasis for a relationship.22 the respondents also regard
mutualhelpasaveryimportantpurposeofmarriage.Formany,lifein
the community is connected by bringing support and help to each
other,especiallyindifficultmomentsoflife.

Whoever decides to get married has their image of a perfect
spouse. they imagine the features that should be inherent in their
futurehusbandorwife.thesefeaturesmaychangewithage.Atfirst,
theymay be an unattainable ideal or perfection, but often become
morerationallateron.Atayoungerage,thedominanceiswithfea-
turesassociatedwithphysicalattractiveness,whilelaterothercharac-
teristicsstarttoprevail,likepersonalityorintellectualtraits.Whatare
themostimportantfeaturesofthefuturespouseforthestudentscov-
eredbythestudy?ForPolishstudents,themostimportantthingwas
thatthepersonwasresponsible,whilefortheUkrainianones,itwas
trustworthinessthatmatteredmost.Subsequently,forbothgroups,the
mostimportantthingwasthatthefuturehusbandorwifewasprotec-
tive and understanding. then, for the Polish students, their partner
needednot tooveruse alcohol,while theUkrainian studentsvalued
sexualsatisfaction.Furtherdownwas independenceandanon-con-
flictingnature.
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Nowadays, we live in times of fast social and cultural changes.
Formsandstylesoflifearetransforming,aswellasthesystemoffam-
ilystructureandvalues.23 individualismcausespeople,also those in
relationships,tomoreandmorefrequentlyleantowardsthefulfilment
of their own goals and satisfaction with life. Married life demands
numerouscompromisesorevensacrifices. in thenewdominantcul-
ture,whenunsatisfied inarelationship,an individual is increasingly
likelytogiveupattemptsatnegotiationsorrepairingtherelationship.
ifaconflictoccurs,theydecidetoquittherelationship.Whatwasthe
opinionofthePolishandUkrainianstudentsaboutthestabilityofmar-
riage?

Asisevidentfromthestudies,halfofalltherespondentsbelieved
thatmarriageshouldbeindissoluble.thatwasmoreoftentheopinion
of the PedagogicalUniversity students compared to theirUkrainian
peers(chart8).theUkrainianstudentsbelievedmoreoftenthatmar-
riagecouldbedissolved.Asignificantproportionofthestudentsboth
fromPolandandUkrainewerenotabletodecideaboutmaritalindis-
solubility.thiswasthebeliefofevery5thPolishstudent(19.4%)and
everyfourthstudent fromUkraine(25.0%).thedominatingpermis-
sivenessconcerningmaritalmoralityisassociatedwiththeincreasein
acceptanceofdivorces.theyaremoreandmorecommoninthemod-
ernizedworld.24 itseemsthatsomeofthestudentsarealsoaffectedby
theseprocesses,hencetheacceptanceofthedissolubilityofmarriage.

Familymembersfulfillcertainspecifiedrolesinthefamily.Some
functionsareservedby thechildren,othersby theparentsorgrand-
parents.Performingthefamilyrolesdependsontheprevailingculture
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23 AldonaŻurek,Rodzinność i nierodzinność w polskim społeczeństwie [Familyand
non-familyinPolishsociety],inWspółczesna rodzina w dobie przemian społeczno-kul-
turowych [the contemporary family in the time of social-cultural changes (lublin:
KUl,2012),120.

24 AnnaKwak,Rodzina w dobie przemian. Małżeństwo i kohabitacja [Afamilyin
timesofchange.Marriageandcohabitation](Warszawa:WA“Żak”,2005),112.
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ofthesocietyconcerned.25 Onthisaccount,therolesofspousesmay
be perceived differently among the Ukrainian and Polish students.
therefore,therespondentswereaskedaquestionabouttherolesofthe
husbandandwifeintheirfuturerelationship.

Asitisevidentfromtheobtaineddata,thebasicroleofahusband
forallthestudentsismainlyearningmoney(chart9).However,that
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statementwasmuchmorefrequentfromtheUkrainianstudentsthan
thePolishstudents.thebiggestdifferentiationconcernstheperform-
ing of the role associatedwith taking care of a child.Although the
Polishstudentsbelievedittobeanimportantroleofahusband,imme-
diatelyafterprovidingforthefamily,theUkrainianstudentsdonotsee
the husband in this role at all. Similarly, in the case of keeping the
housetidy,Polishstudentssawitastheroleofthehusbandmoreoften
thanUkrainianstudentsdid.Morethanhalfofalltherespondingstu-
dents answered that the husband should fulfillmanyother activities
whichincluded,astheymentioned:“beingamentorforthechildren”,
“supporting”, “collaborating”, “being a male role model”, “being a
modelhusbandandfriend”,“takingcareof thechildren to thesame
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extentasthewife”,“spendtimewiththefamily”,“supportthewifein
all aspects”, “just be there and support wife in everyday duties”,
“shouldlovehisfamily”,“itdependsonthefamilyaseachpersonis
differentandnothingshouldbe imposedonanybody”,“becausenot
everymanisdomineeringandwantstodictatetherules”,“totakecare
of the relationshipswithin the family”,“beapartner firstofall”,“a
personwhoislovingandunderstandingforthewifeandthechildren”.

Andwhatrole,accordingtothesurveyedstudents,shouldthewife
playinafuturerelationship?

Accordingtothestudentsparticipatinginthestudy,theroleofthe
wife inmarriage isprimarily takingcareof the children (chart10).
this is statedmoreoftenbyUkrainianstudents (44.2%) thanPolish
ones(27.4%).Next,thewife’sroleinmarriageforUkrainianstudents
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istokeepthehousetidy,whileforPolishstudentstoearnmoneyand
toamuchlesserextenttokeepthehousetidy.Amongthevariousother
dutiesofawife,therespondentsincludedsuchrolesas“beingrespon-
sible for the family”,“takingcareof thechildrenand thehusband”,
“takingcareofthechildrentothesameextentasthehusbanddoesand
developingprofessionally”,“sharingresponsibilitieswiththehusband
andwork”,“fullcooperationwiththehusbandateveryleveloflife”,
“everyoneshoulddetermineitforthemselves”,“justbethereandgive
support”, “the division of roles does not depend on gender”, “she
shouldalsosupportthehusbandinallaspects”,“notlimithim”,“ful-
fillherroleathomeandprofessionally”,“thesameasthehusband”,
“except for the emphasis on earning money”, “whatever we both
agree”.Nowadays,women/wivesfulfillmoreandmorerolesinsocial
life.theyundertakeactivitiesinmanyprofessionsandtakemanager-
ialpositionsinvariousorganizations;atmanyuniversitiesfemalestu-
dentsoutnumberthemalecommunity.thecommonlypromotedindi-
vidualization and self-fulfillment in social andpersonal life concern
nearlyequallymenandwomen.26 Forthisreason,theanswers,inpar-
ticulargivenby thePolish students, indicate that awoman/wifecan
undertakemanyvariousactivities(61.4%)ratherthanonlytakingcare
ofthechildren.Basedonthedataobtained,aconclusioncanbedrawn
thattheimpactoftheWesterncultureassociatedwithwomen’seman-
cipationaffectsPolandtoalargerdegreethanUkraine.

therole taken ina family isassociatedwithexercisingauthority
withinit.theobtaineddataindicatesthatforstudentsatbothuniver-
sities, the authority within the family should be shared (chart 11.)
However,thisclaimwasmoreoftenmadebyPolishstudents(83.9%)

539

26 Bogdan Więckiewicz, Magdalena Łuka, Przemiany pozycji kobiet i mężczyzn
w ży ciu rodzinnym i zawodowym [changesinthepositionofwomenandmeninfamily
andprofessional life], inGodność, praca, globalizacja [Dignity,work,globalization]
(StalowaWola:Sztafeta,2014),50.
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than by Ukrainian ones (73.1%). Nearly every fourth student from
lvivUniversitybelievedthattheauthorityinthefamilyshouldbepri-
marilyheldbythehusband.thisviewwassharedbyonlyevery10th

student at the PedagogicalUniversity inKrakow.the characteristic
featureisthatnoneofthestudents,regardlessofthecountry,believed
thatthisauthorityshouldbesolelyexercisedbythewife.

theobtaineddataconcludesthatthecultureofegalitarianismand
feminismthatiscurrentlyprevailingineuropeaffectstheperception
ofmarriagemoreforPolishstudentsthanforUkrainianstudents.27 it
isassociatedwiththewoman’sendeavourtoabandontheformerroles
thatwerecharacteristicofawoman,wife,andmother.Forthisreason,
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toanincreasingextent,womenabandontheirformerfamilyrolesthat
areassimilatedtoanincreasingdegreebymen,whichisillustratedfor
examplenotonlybythegreaterinvolvementofhusbandsandfathers
in the caregiving and raising of a child, but also in the household
choresandpreparationofmeals.theneedforauthorityinafamilyis
somethingnaturalandimportantbothforthehusbandandforthewife.
However,properlyexercisedauthorityconsistsoftheappropriatedis-
tributionofcompetenciesandresponsibilitiesofbothspouses.28

theresearchconductedamongPolishandUkrainianstudentshasan
exceptionaldimensiontoit.thisresultsfromthecircumstancesthatare
associatedwith the cOViD-19 pandemic and themilitary operations
carriedoutintheterritoryofUkraine.thesetypesofspecialsituations
often reprioritizeourperceptionofmany important aspectsofhuman
life.Nevertheless,inthiscase,eveninanexceptionalsituationthatpar-
ticularlyconcernstheUkrainianstudents,thebasicgroupunitofsociety
which the family has been for centuries continues to stand for very
importantvalues.thesimilaritiesamongthestudentsfrombothcoun-
triesconcerninghowtheyseethefamilyunitshowthatfamilyisvery
important for both groups.Almost to the same extent, students from
Poland(90.3%)andUkraine(90.4%)wouldliketostartafamilyinthe
future.However,somedifferencescanbenoticedintheperceptionof
thisbasicgroupunitofsociety.Noteworthy,inthefaceofwar,isthatthe
Ukrainian studentswanted togetmarried to ahigherdegree than the
Polishstudentsdid.ForthePolishstudents,themainobjectiveforstart-
ing a family was to have a beloved person by their side, while the
Ukrainianstudentsstatedthatitiseasiertoovercomevariousdifficulties
in life together. the most frequent reasons for which young people
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wouldnotdecidetostartafamilyweretheUkrainianstudents,alackof
financialsupportandforthePolishstudents,beingtooyounginage.

StudentsfromUkrainewantedtohavechildrentoahigherdegree
thanstudentsfromPolanddid.Bothgroupsthoughtmostoftenabout
havingtwochildren,andPolesplannedforthreechildrenmuchmore
frequentlythantheUkrainians.thegreatestvariationintheanswers
amongtherespondentswasrelatedtotheageatwhichtheywanttoget
married.Ukrainianstudentswouldmost likelydecide togetmarried
betweentheagesof18and25,i.e.,relativelyearlierconsideringthe
contemporaryculturalandmoralrealities,whilePolishstudentswould
prefertomarrymuchlater,between26and30yearsofage.thedif-
ferences between the student groups in the performance of the life
dutiesofahusbandandwifeinthefamilyalsorelatetothedelegation
of theparentalroles.ForUkrainianstudents, theprimaryroleof the
husbandistoearnmoney.thisrolewasperceivedslightlydifferently
bythePolishstudentsforwhomadmittedlyearningmoneytosupport
the familywas also themost important, although to a lower degree
thanfortheUkrainianpeers,buttakingcareofchildrenisalsoimpor-
tant.thestudentsfrombothcountriesaredifferentiatedbytheirper-
ception of the role of the husband and wife in the family. the
UkrainianyouthmoreoftenthanthePolishyouthbelievethatthewife
shouldmainlyconcentrateonbringingupchildrenwhileamuchlower
percentageofPolishstudentsbelievethis.

theresultsofthesociologicalresearchmaysignifythattheculture
associatedwiththefamilytraditionisstillstrongamongtheUkrainian
youth.On theotherhand, inPolishsociety,aprofoundchange in the
scopeofperceptionofwhatafamilyunitiscanbenoticed.Althoughthe
familycontinuestostandforanimportantvalue,itstraditionalpercep-
tionissubjecttosomemodification.thisdoesnotmeanthattheinstitu-
tionasawholeislosingitsimportance,butthatitiscontinuingalbeitin
aslightlychangedform.Ontheotherhand,amongtheUkrainianstu-
dents,itisnoteworthythattherespondentswereslightlyyoungerthan
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thePolishstudents,andstill theymoreoftenplanned that their future
wouldbeinamaritalunion.thiskindofrelationshipismostoftenper-
ceivedasan inseparableone.Nevertheless, theseopinionsweremore
oftenexpressedbyPolishratherthanUkrainianstudents.thesociolog-
icalstudyconductedamongthestudentsoftwouniversities(Polishand
Ukrainian)isnotrepresentativeofallthestudents,however,itcancon-
stituteatleastapartialpictureoftheperceptionoftheinstitutionofmar-
riageandfamilybythisgroupofyoungpeople,togetherwithallthesim-
ilarities anddifferences.the researchcangive rise to a further,more
comprehensivecomparativestudyofthesetwocountries.

culturalDifferencesandtheirimportance
inideasabouttheVisionofMarriageandFamily

inPolishandUkrainianSocieties

SUMMArY
this paper presents the sociological research carried out among Polish and
Ukrainianstudentsconcerningtheimportanceoffamilywithintheirlife.the
purposeofthearticleistodemonstratethedifferencesandsimilaritiesinthe
perceptionof this fundamental groupunit of society.the researchwas con-
ductedatauniquetime,asitwasduringtheongoingperiodwhereUkrainehas
beenacountryatwar,inadditiontotheepidemicoutbreakofcOViD-19.it
wasassumedthatthesespecialcircumstancesaswellastheculturaldifferences
wouldinfluencetheperceptionofmarriageandfamily.inathreateningsitua-
tion,apersoncanchange their formervaluesystem,priorities,and themost
importantlifegoals.inaddition,theobservedsocialandculturalchangesthat
aretakingplaceinbothcountries—albeitnotatthesametimeandtothesame
extent—affectthewayyoungpeopleseetheirvisionoftheworld,andinpar-
ticular inwhat familymodel theywould like to spend their future, andalso
whethertheythinkaboutstartingafamilyatall.
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