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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  379 JOURNAL OF THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 22:3 JULY 1984 philosophy than atoms and the trio of "elementary qualities"--magnitude, figure, and motion--which were the foundational concepts of atomistic physics, and he attempted even here to incorporate the Aristotelian conception of substance within a purely mechanical (but no longer atomistic) physics (172 et passim). While Leibniz borrows from Gassendi the image of a corpuscular, mechanical physics, characterized essentially only by the elementary qualities, he departs from Gassendi by limiting the applicability of this image to the characterization of matter alone, and by considering materia prima as essentially a divisible continuum, not an actual set of atoms (144f). Elementary bodies are now to be considered as substances, where the notion of substance, in turn, is won through the geometrization of matter in the following sense. The Aristotelian "substantial form" is thefigure of a material body, arising from the activity of the divine Mens in passive matter (1ol). In this way Leibniz hopes to offer a mechanistically legitimate gloss on the mysterious tenet of Aristotelian scholasticism: "Forma educitur ex potentia materiae" (131 f). One's reading of this monograph is facilitated by lengthy quotations from the relevant texts, which make frequent recourse to the originals unnecessary. Moll's usual practice of providing translations of Leibniz's rather difficult Latin will be welcomed by most readers, though it would have been desirable for him to work out a uniform policy for these, either having all translations in the notes, all original passages in the notes, or both translation and original in the text of his book. It is also regrettable that the book provides neither an index of subjects nor one of persons. The chief defect of this very erudite and meticulous study however is that on occasion it appears to lose sight of the general features of Leibniz's "first system" in a self-created labyrinth of detail. Small and ineffectual summaries here and there do not provide the desired clear statement of what precisely the author takes the achievement of the early Leibniz to be. To my mind, the lengthy chapter devoted to the present state of Gassendi scholarship could better have been omitted and replaced by the much-needed overview of the matter in hand. However, such unmet desiderata do not weigh heavily against the achievement of this major contribution to the present understanding of the early Leibniz. Typographical Errors: 34 universi~ire/universit~ire; 57 vielleich/vielleicht; 74 rieguer /rigueur, des/das; 76 den/er; 87 mehr/noch; l l 5, 185 missing ')'; 124 Meterie/ Materie; 129 lli/illi; 13o ./,; 133 zu/Du; 138 Anklinge/Anklange; 151 igutur/igitur. GRAEME HUNTER University of Toronto j. O. Urmson. Berkeley. Past Masters. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982. Pp. vi + 9o. $12.95, (Cloth), $3.95 (Paper). Colin Turbayne, ed. Berkeley: Critical and Interpretive Essays. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1982. Pp. xii + 34o. $27.5 ~ (Cloth) $12.95, (Paper). J. o. Urmson's Berkeleyis an admirable short treatment of Berkeley's main philosophical views. Its most valuable feature is a first chapter on the corpuscularian background BOOK REVIEWS 373 of Berkeley's thought. Urmson presents Berkeley not merely as a critic of Locke, but as a philosopher responding to a widespread and very powerful world-view. Locke is by no means neglected--Urmson includes an account of Locke's distinction between primary and secondary qualities, and a brief but very helpful discussion of his use of the word "idea'wbut the chapter shows the reader how a philosopher as reactive as Berkeley can nevertheless be so important. Chapter 2 summarizes Berkeley's case against matter and concludes with a discussion of abstract ideas. Urmson is puzzled by Berkeley's claim that materialism depends on abstraction. Perhaps as a consequence of his interest in corpuscularianism, Urmson neglects Berkeley's suggestion that materialism is "strangely prevailing" even among the vulgar (Principles 4), and as a result Urmson's puzzlement over the dependence claim does not go as deep as it should. Urmson is puzzled by the connection between abstraction and the distinction between primary and secondary qualities, hut surely this connection can be explained along the lines suggested by Hume in... 
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