
Introductory remarks 

tounderstandtherichandmulti-facetedworkofeminentthinkers,we
attempt tograsptheirkeyorganizingmotifs.twocentral integrating
ideas, developed over several decades, can be identified intadeusz
Styczeń’s thought. these are: the person and their dignity, and the
experienceoftruth.Styczeńclaimedthatanethicist’sdutyandpublic
mission is, at all times, to point to themost effectiveways of pro-
claimingtheperson’sdignity1 andtoseekthe truth.referringto the
figureofSocrates,thelublin-basedethicistheldhimupasamodelof
an indefatigable seeker of truth, especially the truth of the human
being,capableofremainingloyaltothetruth,oncediscovered,evenat
thecostoffreedomandlife.Styczeń’sreflectionsfocusedontherela-
tions between and the interpenetration of ethics and anthropology.
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Awareoftherankofpersonalisticissues,healsoaddressedtheques-
tionsofsocialethicsandtheethicalfoundationsofpolitics.Anumber
ofStyczeń’stextswereinspiredbycontemporaryhistoricaldevelop-
ments,suchaswhenPolandregaineditssovereigntyaftertheyearsof
communistslaveryandtotalitarianismwasreplacedwithdemocracy.

theconstitution of therepublic of Poland, dated 2April 1997,
determined the social andpolitical order inPoland.Article 2 states:
“therepublicofPolandisademocraticlegalstatethatembodiesthe
principlesofsocialjustice.”inaccordancewithArticle15,itsterritor-
ial structure provides for a decentralization of public power. this
meansall theinhabitantsof theterritoryformaself-governingcom-
munitybyforceoftheprevailinglaw.2 Asasubject,thatcommunity
canundertaketorealizecertainpublicactionsautonomouslyandofits
own responsibility. What is of primary importance here is that the
notionsofcommunityandself-governance,asintroducedtothecon-
stitution,havenotonlyalegalbutalsoanaxiologicalmeaning.

this is an attempt at identifying and analyzing the assumptions
t. Styczeńbelievesshouldformtheethicalfoundationofthatself-gov-
erning community and therebyof the state’s democratic order.Self-
-governance,apillarofdemocracy,isdeeplypersonalistic,asitstems
directlyfromaperson’scapacityforself-determination.Followingthe
central ideas of Styczeń’s personalism, the discussion will seek to
answerthequestionswhicharekeytounderstandingdemocracy:What
is theessenceofbeingaself-governinghumansubjectamongother
self-governinghumansubjects,howis itexpressed,andhowdoes it
adoptaformofdemocracy?
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2 See:PawełŚwital,Gwarancjeprawneudziałumieszkańcówwewspółzarządzaniu
gminą [legalguaranteesoftheparticipationofresidentsintheco-managementofthe
commune](radom:instytutNaukowo-Wydawniczy“Spatium,”2019),139.



The dignity of a self-governing subject

the concept of the person and its dignity plays a crucial role in
t. Styczeń’santhropologyandethics.themoralexperienceofadirect
obligationtoaffirmthepersonfortheirownsakeandthesakeoftheir
dignityis thefoundationofhispersonalism.Styczeńformulatedthis
norm as follows: “the human personmust be affirmed for its own
sake”(Personaestaffirmandaproperseipsam).3 thehumanbeing’s
existingdifferentlyfromandaboveallotherbeings—whatcanbecog-
nitivelygraspedintheexperienceoftheworld—isthe

condition,bothnecessaryandsufficient,forexpressingthisoverarching
ethicalprinciple.Styczeńisledtodiscoverthespecialrankoftheper-
sonanditsdignitybyanalyzingthemoraldutyasthenormativeinter-
personal relationship. “An object-person,” he wrote, “simply faces a
subject-person as someone who, by the very fact of being a person,
demandsrecognitionfromanypersons,withoutregardtoanyotherpur-
poses.”4

theperceptionandappreciationofeachseparatemanisthecondition
ofnotingthevalueofanyhumancommunities.thatvaluerevealsthe
deepest roots of the human individual’s personal dignity, which
Styczeńcallsman’s
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3 tadeuszStyczeń,Prawdaoczłowiekumiarąjegoafirmacji [thetruthaboutman
asameasureofhisaffirmation],in:Dziełazebrane3 [collectedWorks3],ed.A.M.
Wierzbicki(lublin:towarzystwoNaukoweKUl,instytutJanaPawłaiiKUl,2013),
252.

4 tadeuszStyczeń,Uwagioistociemoralności [commentsontheessenceofmoral-
ity],in:Wprowadzeniedoetyki [introductiontoethics],34.



“identificationcard.”Discoveringtheotherasworthyofaffirmationin
and of themselves is a pre-requisite to man’s personal awakening,
his/herself-discoveryandself-understanding.5

Severaldefinitionsofthepersonhaveevolvedinthephilosophical
tradition.Boethius’definition,personaestrationalisnaturaeindivid-
uasubstantia,6 isthebestknown.thomasAquinasharksbacktothat,
statingpersonaestindividuumsubsistensinrationalinatura.7 Styczeń
believes, however,thomas’s ineffabilis (ineffable) saysmore of the
person thananydefinition.therefore, silence iswhat remainswhen
facing the person’s ineffability and inaccessibility. “Ineffabilis!” he
writes,“Acallforsilenceabouttheperson,towardsitsmystery.How
revelatory...thiscallis,though.”8 Aproperandcompletediscoveryis
stillbeyondthereachofwhatisaccessibletothoughtandexpressible
withlanguage;thereforesilenceisthesoleappropriateresponsetoa
meetingwiththemysteryoftheperson.itisnotanexpressionofres-
ignation,however,butofsurpriseatandfascinationwith theperson
andhisdignity.

Manseemstoemergeasabeinginadramaticexcessoftheentire
materialorderofthenaturalworld.Byvirtueofhis“interior,”heisan
“alien,”“alienated,”a“different”creature.9 Styczeńsays:
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5 See:tadeuszStyczeń,Problemczłowiekaproblememmiłości [Humanproblem,
loveproblem],in:Dziełazebrane3 [collectedWorks3],139.

6 AndrzejMaryniarczyk,Realistycznainterpretacjarzeczywistości [Arealisticinter-
pretationofreality].Zeszytyzmetafizyki nr3[Metaphysicsnotebooksvol.3].(lublin:
PolskietowarzystwotomaszazAkwinu,2005],84.

7 Vittorio Possenti, Osoba nową zasadą [the person as the new rule], trans. J.
Merecki(lublin:PolskietowarzystwotomaszazAkwinu,2017),29.

8 tadeuszStyczeń,Objawiaćosobę [torevealaperson],18.
9 tadeuszStyczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialnościzasiebieidrugich [Aman

in the fieldof responsibility forhimself andothers], in:Dzieła zebrane3 [collected
Works3],89.
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Wediscoverapersonnotonlywhenwenotethatthepersonisnottobe
comparedtoanythingelseinthisworld,butalsowhenwenotethateach
ofthepersonsisintheirownwayincomparabletoanyotherrealityin
auniqueway,thattheyareotherwise,...separately.10

this“personaldimensionofman’sexistence in theworld issug-
gestedby thesemanticcoreof theword“person.”11 itexpresses the
specificcharacterofahumanindividualandpointsoutmanismore
thanonlyacreationofnature.12 thediscoveryofthepersonasasui
iuris beingintheworldisalsoaco-discoveryoftheirstatus,incom-
parable to anything in the world and in the universe, which is
expressedwiththeword“dignity.”intheframeworkofclassicphilos-
ophy,animportantbackgroundtopersonalism,dignity,togetherwith
subjectivity before the law and completeness, expressesman’s tran-
scendenceinrelationtothecommunity.itmanifestsitselfinthefact
that the human being, the goal of all proceedings, is not ultimately
explainedwithasetofmaterialrelationsorwithnature,butwithref-
erencetoanotherpersonal“you”and,finally,withreferencetoGod’s
transcendent “thou.”13 it is disclosed by the properties of personal
being, suchas thepowerof self-determination,14 incommunicability,
uniqueness,andunrepeatability.

Proclaimingthepersonaldignityofthehumanbeingistheparticu-
lar duty of an ethicist at any time.An ethicistworthy of this name
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10 tadeuszStyczeń,Objawiaćosobę [torevealaperson],18.
11 See:ibid,17.
12 See:ibid.
13 See:MieczysławAlbertKrąpiec,Człowiekiprawonaturalne [Manandnatural

law](lublin:towarzystwoNaukoweKUl,1986),153.
14 See:Styczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialnościzasiebieidrugich [Amanin

thefieldofresponsibilityforhimselfandothers],88.
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shouldspeakforanddefendthedignityofeveryhumanbeingwithout
exception.this isespecially trueof themostdefenseless, aboveall,
thosealreadyalivethoughnotyetborn.therefore,careforsuchaper-
son is inextricably linkedwith thecare foragenuinedemocracy. in
Styczeń’sview,theattitudetowardtheunbornisameasureandtestof
authenticdemocracy.15 Alackofrespectforthatbeingandforitsdig-
nityunderminesthemostprofoundfoundationsofdemocracy.“torule
thestate is toserve,bymeansof law,eachseparatemanandevery-
body,withoutexception,withinitsjurisdiction.”16 Ademocracyinca-
pableofsecuringthatmostfundamentalrightofcitizens,therightto
livefromconceptiontonaturaldeath,becomesanightmare.Allother
rights, including that to freedom, so valued in democracy, preserve
theirpropersenseandvalueinsofarastheyassumeabsoluterespectfor
humanlife in itseveryphaseasanunshakeablefoundation.17 Aver-
ballystatedrespectforhumandignitythatwouldnotincludeman’slife
wouldbeafiction.thevoiceofamajorityisnotinitselfareliablecri-
terionoftruth.WasnotSocratessentencedtodeathandAdolfHitler
democratically mandated to speak for an entire nation? that’s why
Styczeńdoesnothesitatetocallabortion“manslaughterandasuicide
ofdemocracy.”18

Democracyrunstheriskofbecomingafetish,anobjectiveinitself.
itmaybecomeatoolinthediktatofamajorityreadytogoasfarasto
exterminate millions deemed to be obstacles to the construction of
their own Lebensraum.19 the human drama manifests itself in the
optionofusingfreedomforthepurposeofself-enslavement.However,
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15 See:tadeuszStyczeń,Nienarodzonymiarądemokracji [theunbornasameasure
ofdemocracy],in:Wprowadzeniedoetyki [introductiontoethics],181.

16 Ibid.,180.
17 See:ibid.
18 Ibid.
19 Ibid.
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thewayfreedomisexerciseddependsonmanhimself.therefore,the
lublin-basedethicistbelievesthattherelationshipoffreedomtotruth
isthesignofself-governance.Hewrites:

[those]whoare ruledby truthgovern themselves,guide themselves,
anddeterminethemselves: self-governance is theruleof truth.20

examplesfromgeneralhistorydemonstrateitisoccasionallyeasi-
ertogainpoweroverothersthanoveroneself.Marekrembierziscor-
recttopointout:

Anappropriatewillandconvenientcircumstances(evengivenrelatively
modestmeans)willoftenprovideabroadextentofruleoverothers.But
whileholdingpoweroversomebody,evenlawfulandfair,itisdifficultto
maintainanadequatedegreeofself-control,sinceitishardtoresistthe
temptationtoyieldtothesirencalloftheelementofruleoverothers.21

itseemsmaintainingself-controlisthekeymoralchallengetoany-
oneholdingpoweroreagertoholdpoweroverothers.

thedeepertheruleistoreachthehumansoulandmindwhileextend-
ingtolargehumancrowds,thestronger,ethicallymotivatedrestraintit
needs,asitisquicktoleadtoalossofthatself-control.22
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20 tadeuszStyczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialnościzasiebieidrugich [Aman
inthefieldofresponsibilityforhimselfandothers],87.

21 Marekrembierz,Grawładzy iwolności.O ludzkichdążeniachdosamostano-
wienia i podmiotowości w epoce ideologii konkurujących o zawłaszczenie człowieka
[A gameof power and freedom.About human aspirations for self-determination and
subjectivityintheageofideologiescompetingforhumanappropriation],in:Wolność
i władzawżyciupublicznym [Freedomandpowerinpubliclife],ed.J.MysonaByrska
andW.Zuziak(Kraków:WydawnictwoNaukowePAt,2008),118.

22 Ibid.
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thelossofself-controlisthebasicriskassociatedwithanykindof
power.insteadofdevelopingmoralstrengths,aholderofpowerover
otherscanbecomebrutal,actuatinganti-humancharacteristicswithin.
this isbest illustratedbyhistorical figures likeJuliuscaesar,Adolf
HitlerorJosephStalin.23 Styczeńclaims,therefore,thatarulerrules,
insteadofdictatingordirecting,whenruledbytruth—aboveallbythe
truthabout“theruled.”Nothingismoreaverseandalientoself-gov-
ernanceandtheruleoflawthanlyingandviolencebasedondecep-
tion.“theruleoftruth,”Styczeńsays,‘is...thenaturalplaceformeet-
ing and agreement between the rulers and the ruled.”24 it combines
self-governance(theindividualorder)andtheruleoflaw(thepublic
order).25

Freedom in truth 
as a measure of authentic self-governance

thetitleofthissectionreferstoKarolWojtyła’sideaofthenormative
powerof truth,whichStyczeńwouldexpandon.inPersonandAct,
Wojtyławrote:

itisinconsciencethatthespecialcouplingoftruthandobligationtakes
place,manifestedasthenormativepoweroftruth,26
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23 See:ibid.,119.
24 tadeuszStyczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialnościzasiebieidrugich [Aman

inthefieldofresponsibilityforhimselfandothers],88.
25 Styczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialności [Amaninthefieldofresponsibili-

ty],88.
26 KarolWojtyła,Osobaiczyn [theActingPerson]in: ,,Osobaiczyn”orazinne

studiaantropologiczne[“theActingPerson”andotheranthropologicalstudies],ed.t.
Styczeńandal.(lublin:towarzystwoNaukoweKUl,1994),205.themonographwas
firstpublishedinKrakowin1969.the1994editionisusedbytheauthorhere.
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adding,

thedutyistheexperientialformofthedependenceontruththeperson’s
freedomissubjectto.27

Man’s acts of will are constituted by their assignment to truth.
“Person’stranscendenceintheact,”Wojtyłasaid,“isnotonlyaself-
-dependence,adependenceonmyown‘i’.italsoinvolvesamoment
of dependence on truth,which ultimately shapes freedom, since the
latterisrealizednotbysubordinatingtruth,butbybecomingsubordi-
nated to truth.28 Wojtyła stressed thedifferencebetweenman’s tran-
scendence,effected“bybecomingsubordinatedtotruth,”andthecon-
ceptoffreedom,inthenameofwhichasubjectwillsubordinatethe
truth tohimself.theboundariesofhumanautonomyspecific to the
personareoutlinedbythedependenceontruth.itconstitutesaperson
initstranscendence.29 Styczeńexpressesitthisway:

Manisthusaself-dependenceinbecomingdependentontruth.30

itisonlythisself-dependencethatdefinestheautonomyspecificto
ahumansubject,ortoself-governance.theperson“manifestsitself”
aboveallasanautonomousbeingthattendstowardstruth.thisisthe
natureandtheexpressionoftheirbeingaself-governingsubject.31

inlookingforaproperunderstandingoftherelationshipbetween
freedomandtruth,StyczeńishelpedbySocrates’sdramaandhisdeci-
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27 Wojtyła,Osobaiczyn [theActingPerson],199.
28 Ibid.,198.
29 See:ibid.,199.
30 tadeuszStyczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialnościzasiebieidrugich [Aman

inthefieldofresponsibilityforhimselfandothers],78.
31 See:ibid.,88.
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sion.ForthewisemanofAthens,imprisonedbyforceofanunjustsen-
tence,thethresholdofhiscellprovedmorallyimpassable.toleavethe
prisonwith thehelpofsome influential friendsmeantdenyingwhat
he’d acknowledged as truth himself. “Socrates failed to choose the
freedomofferedtohim,”Styczeńwrites,“becausehe’dchosenfree-
dom.... itgoeswithoutsaying this is thefreedomin truth,sinceany
other freedom is not, to Socrates, worthy of man.”32 to flee from
prisonwouldbetobetrayhimselfandthetruthheknows.

Addressingthecaseof“theprisonerofconscience,”Styczeńshows
theconnectionbetweenfaithtoatruthandfaithtooneselfwhichcannot
beknownorjustifiedotherthanbymeansofone’sinnerexperience.33
these thoughtswere inspired inparticular by thedramaofKowalski
(thePolishequivalentofSmith),whofacesanoffermadebyarepre-
sentativeofthetotalitarianauthoritiesinPolandduringthemartiallaw:
“Signyournameandyoushallbefree.”thatKowalskiisanonymous,
butrepresentseveryonefacedwithaverydifficultsituationanddiscov-
eringhimself.“Kowalskisees,inanilluminatinginstant,”Styczeńsays,
“[that]hecan’tignorethetruthheoncediscoveredandacknowledgedas
suchwithout ignoring, evenmore,without compromisinghimself.to
saveoneselfistosaveafreedomthatisincomparablydeeperandmore
importantthanthefreedomofferedbytheprisonsupervisorsinreturn
forKowalski’ssignature,whichwouldbe tantamount toabetrayalof
truth.tosaveone’sfreedom,tosavetheloyaltytoaknowntruth,andto
saveoneselfareoneandthesamething!”34
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32 tadeuszStyczeń,Wolnośćwprawdzie [Freedomintruth]in:Wprowadzeniedo
etyki [introductiontoethics],84.

33 See:Andrzej Szostek,Natura, rozum, wolność. Filozoficzna analiza koncepcji
twórczego rozumuwewspółczesnej teologiimoralnej [Nature,mind, freedom.Philo-
sophical analysis of the concept of creative reason in contemporarymoral theology]
(rzym:FundacjaJanaPawłaii,1990),282–283.

34 tadeuszStyczeń,Wolnośćwprawdzie [Freedomintruth],87.

WojciechWojtyła



Actionsguidedbytruthandasubordinationoffreedomtotruthare
theconditionsofpreservingman’sidentityasaself-determiningsub-
ject.Betrayingaknown truth,on theotherhand, isamoralsuicide.
History records many prisoners of conscience. For example, in the
cases ofthomasMore, StefanWyszyński or Jerzy Popiełuszko, by
choosingthefreedomoftruth,eachbecameaheroofhumankindwho
rescuednotonlyhishumanitybutalsothehumanityofhisviolators.
their only weapon was the power of their testimony, occasionally
madeatthecostofamartyrdom.35 regardlessofwhotheSocratesof
todayis,eachoftheirdramasdemonstratestheessenceandstatusof
theconscienceasanactspecifictoman,areasonableandfreebeingin
searchoftruth,andfreebythefreedomofhischoice.truthcannotbe
inanywayimposedbyforce;itcansolelybediscovered.36 theonly
thingmanneedstobeafraidofisthelie.Sinceself-governanceisthe
ruleoftruth,anyfalsity,anarchy,orthewilltodiscardtrutharealien
toself-governance.

Nothingisclosertoself-governance,therefore,thananintentlistening
tothevoiceoftruth.37

inthelightofStyczeń’sanalysis,therulersofothersaresubjectto
a special moral test. their public service is primarily a space for
affirmingtruthandthusthesubjectivityanddignityofthehumanper-
son, since amultidimensional assistancewithman’s self-fulfillment
throughtruthissupremegoal.
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35 Styczeń,Wolnośćwprawdzie [Freedomintruth],93.
36 Ibid.,90.
37 tadeuszStyczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialnościzasiebieidrugich [Aman
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Participation and solidarity

thisfinalpartwilladdresst.Styczeń’sviewthat“tobeyourself...is
tochoosesolidaritywitheveryother[person],tostepbeyondyourself
towardseveryother[person].”38 thetwoprecedingsectionsconclude
thatanadequatediscoveryofapersoninvolves thediscoveryof the
truthabout theirdignity. inparallel, a completeknowledgeofyour-
self—ofyourown“i”ascapableofself-transcendenceinthetruthof
a self-governingsubject, as suchdue respect fromyourselfandoth-
ers—isconditionedbythediscoveryinyourselfofeveryotherperson
asdeservingaffirmationinandofthemselves.Styczeńsays:

‘I’aman‘I’amongother‘i’s’,i’maself-governingsubjectamongother
self-governingsubjects,apersonamongpersons...apersonintheworld
ofpersons.39

therefore,inthenameofthetruthaboutoneself,aboutone’sper-
sonal‘I’,oneneeds“tostepbeyondoneselftowardseveryother[per-
son].”40 Atthesametime,an‘i’intheactofself-cognition—byvirtue
of self-transcendence in truth—is trapped in the truth  about every
other‘i.’everyoneelsealsofallsintothesametrapofthetruthabout
everyother,“self”oncetheyperformanactofself-discovery.Healso,
having learned the truth, binds himself to its recognition. What is
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38 tadeuszStyczeń,Byćsobątoprzekraczaćsiebie–OantropologiiKarolaWojtyły
[tobeyourselfistoexceedyourself–OnKarolWojtyła'santhropology],in:,,Osoba
i czyn”orazinnestudiaantropologiczne [“theActingPerson”andotheranthropologi-
calstudies],509.

39 tadeuszStyczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialnościzasiebieidrugich [Aman
inthefieldofresponsibilityforhimselfandothers],91.

40 tadeusz Styczeń,Być sobą to przekraczać siebie [to be yourself is to exceed
yourself],509.
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especiallyimportant,theother[person]canonlyfulfillthemselvesin
full by affirming every other person, including myself. that's why
t. Styczeńwillsaythat

wearetogetherandeachindividuallydoomedtoradicalsolidarity.41

int.Styczeń'spersonalistictheory,everyone’sfateisboundwith
anactiveattitudetoothers.theethicistoflublinbelievesthedevel-
opmentofacommunity-orientedattitudebyanactiveparticipationfor
thesakeof‘otheri’s’self-fulfillmentistheonlywayaself-governing
‘i’canbecomefullyself-fulfilled.42 “Onlyonewhooffersanopportu-
nity for self-fulfillment to others gives such an opportunity to him-
self,”43 he wrote. this postulate goes against both collectivism and
individualism.theanalysesofthePersonandAct authorconcerning
the interpretation of the ontological foundations of community and
publiclifeareclearlyechoedhere.

thenotionofparticipationiscentraltoKarolWojtyła’spersonalis-
ticsocialthought.itisclosetotheconceptthatclassicalmetaphysics
usedtoexplainthebeing’sunityinplurality.Wojtyłasawthebaseof
theunityofanyhumancommunityinthestructureofapersonalbeing
itself—intheperson’scapacityforasubjectivepresenceinacommu-
nity.Hewrote:

theparticipationmeans...apropertyofthepersonitself,aninnerand
homogeneouspropertywhichdecides that,bybeingandacting with
others,apersonisandactsasaperson.44
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41Styczeń,Byćsobątoprzekraczaćsiebie [tobeyourselfistoexceedyourself],509.
42 See:tadeuszStyczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialnościzasiebieidrugich [A

maninthefieldofresponsibilityforhimselfandothers],94.
43 Ibid.,95.
44 KarolWojtyła,Osobaiczyn [theActingPerson],310.
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Healsounderstandsparticipationas“whatcorrespondstothetran-
scendence of an acting person,where the act is performed together
withothersinavarietyofsocialorinterpersonalrelations.”45 Sucha
participationhasadeeplypersonalisticsense.Beingandactingtogeth-
erwithothers,humansconfirmandrealizethemselvesnotonlyasper-
sons,butalsoasbeingswhocan’tfindthemselvesinfullotherthanby
meansofadisinterestedgiftofthemselves.”46 Participationisnotlim-
itedtotheperson’scapacityforasubjectivepresenceindiversedimen-
sionsofacommunityalone,andreachesfardeeper.inWojtyła’sopin-
ion, a person is also capable of participation in another’s humanity
itself.“Allparticipationinthecommunityisbasedonthis,”hewrites,
“andatthesametimealsofindsitspersonalmeaningthroughtheabil-
ity to participate in the humanity of each person.”47 the notion of
“neighbor”pointstothiscapacityinaperson.theneighbor’sframeof
reference,adoptedforthepurposeofbuildingacommunity,helpsto
noteandappreciate in theotherperson thatwhich is independentof
theirmembershipinanygrouporpoliticalparty.thus,itprovidesthe
broadestplatformforbuildingthecommunity,“extendingfurtherthan
anyotherness.”48

Suchanunderstandingofparticipationpresumesananthropology
accordingtowhichhumansfulfilthemselvesnotbycuttingthemselves
offfromeachother,butbyconnectingwitheachother.inthisanthro-
pology,acommunityistheconstitutivedimensionofaperson’sself-
-realization.49 itprovidesforasynthesisoftwoplanes,personal(sub-
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45 Wojtyła,Osobaiczyn [theActingPerson],309.
46 SacrosanctumconciliumOecumenicumVaticanumii,constitutioPastoralisde

ecclesiainmundohuiustemporisGaudiumetspes(7.12.1965),AAS58(1966),no24.
47 Wojtyła,Osobaiczyn [theActingPerson],331.
48 Ibid.
49 See: roccoButtiglione,Myśl Karola Wojtyły [the thought ofKarolWojtyła],

trans.J.Merecki(lublin:towarzystwoNaukoweKUl,1996),244.
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jective)andcommunity-wide.itresultsinthediscoverythatitisonly
owing to an affirmation of and by ‘the other” [person] that humans
becomeawareof their real value.they also realize that “theother”
[person]isnotanenemy,arivalorcompetitor,butaneighbor.

thismeans,inotherwords,—Styczeńsays—an‘I’reachesitsfulliden-
tityinacts thateffectivelyexpressanattitudeofsolidaritywithevery
separateother[person]andallofthemjointly,foundedontheirperson-
aldignity.thisattitudecanalsobedescribedasparticipationinothers’
humanity,solidarityorsimplycharity.50

thisiswherewereachthecoreoft.Styczeń’sconceptionofman,
according towhich theproblemofman is theproblemof love.the
person’sstatusissoweightythatitrequiresaffirmationforitself.itis
suchagoodthat“onlyloveisanadequatelyvaluablereferencetothe
person,”51 K.Wojtyła’spersonalisticnormstates.theactofaffirming
apersonforhimself is thesoleadequateresponsetothegoodthata
person is. Styczeń claims thatwhoever fails to perceive the duty of
affirmingtheotherforthemselveshasfailedtosee“thedifferent”and
“the higher” not only of the other [person] but also of themselves
amidst the world. they fail to discover themselves in their own
selves.52 theactofloveisman’sfinalsteponthepathofself-identifi-
cation and self-fulfillment, to a “definitive definition of oneself.”53

Styczeńwrites:
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50 tadeuszStyczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialnościzasiebieidrugich [Aman
inthefieldofresponsibilityforhimselfandothers],95.

51 Karol Wojtyła, Miłość i odpowiedzialność [love and responsibility] (lublin:
towarzystwoNaukoweKUl,2001),42.K.Wojtyła’smonograph,Loveandresponsi-
bility,wasfirstpublishedin1960.the2001editionisusedherebytheauthor.

52 See:tadeuszStyczeń,Problemczłowiekaproblememmiłości [Humanproblem,
loveproblem],in:Dziełazebrane3 [collectedWorks3],133.

53 See:ibid.,139.
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the acts of love can exclusively be the acts of self-fulfillment.love
onlyisthepathtoself-identification.54

thisarisesfromtheveryessenceofapersonalsubject,byforceof
theirnaturecalledtoapersonalbondwiththeother[person].K. Wojtyła
claimshumansfulfillthemselves“totheend”inactingonlywhenthe
actisrealizedtogetherwithothers.t.Styczeńwouldaddthat‘i’fulfills
itself“totheend”asan‘i’onlywhen‘i’dothetruthinlove.”55

love,asanattitudeandanactarisingfromthatattitude,isaunique
agent binding all people into a single great community, the human
family. this happens by each and every person participating in the
samepersonaldignity,aresultofhumanityitself.Styczeńreferstothat
personalbondas“solidaritywiththeother in theirhumanity.”56 it is
boththeonlyeffectivepathtoapersonalizationofallsocialbondsand
to a realization of the common good,whose constitutive part is the
jointparticipationintruthofallreasonablehumanpersons.

Conclusion

Anapologyforpersonaldignityisacrucialcharacteristicoftadeusz
Styczeń’sideas.thetextsheleftbehindareatestamenttocombining
hispassionforexploringhumanbeingswithhisconcernforthem.the
lublin-based thinkerbelieved the supremeobjectiveof ethics is the
affirmationofman,whichcansolelybemeasuredwithtruth.inethi-
calterms,thetruthabouthumansandtheirgoodisalsoafoundation
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54 See:tadeuszStyczeń,Osoba–podmiotwewspólnocie [Person–subjectinthe
community],in:Dziełazebrane3 [collectedWorks3],60.

55 See:ibid.,59.
56 Ibid.,61.
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ofthevaluesonwhichthepubliclifeisbuiltandwithoutwhichagen-
uinedemocracycannotbeconstructed.Philosophy,traditionallyseen
astheloveoftruth,isfirstofallexpectedtoseekthetruthaboutman,
becomingaservanttohumandignity,toman’sself-governingsubjec-
tivity.theattitudetothismatterbecomes‘thetestoftruth’thathelps
to distinguish a philosopher from an ideologue or a dictator.57 it
becomesacriterionfortheevaluationofpolitical,economic,andcul-
turalsystemsaswell.Adenialofthetranscendentdignityofthehuman
person,byitsverynatureasubjectofrightsthatcannotbeviolatedby
anyone,invariablygivesrisetototalitarianism.

likeWojtyła,Styczeńwasconvincedthatthedimensionofadouble
transcendence, proper only toman as a person, is the reason for the
exceptionalstatus(dignity)ofthehumansubject.Aperson,byvirtueof
hisverynature,iscapableofbothtranscendingtheworldandhimself
bothtowardthetruthheknows,andinrelationtootherpersons.Both
thinkersemphasizethehumanperson’stranscendence“byasubordina-
tiontotruth,”whichStyczeńtermstheruleoftruth,aswellasthefact
thathumansseethemselvesonlywhen,discoveringeveryother[per-
son]asworthyofaffirmationfortheirownsake,theymakeadisinter-
estedgiftofthemselvestoothers.thatiswhyhestatesthatmanis“an
autonomycalledtoacommunion,aself-dependencecalledtosolidari-
ty, a solitude called to love.”58 thismaybe an ideal, too rashlydis-
missedasnaiveandimpracticable.itwouldnotbeagoodideatoaban-
donideals,however.therefore,onemustalwaysfollowtheidealwhen
shapingcontemporarydemocracy.Styczeńarguesthattheconceptofa
self-governing subject, whose status and value are expressed with
wordslike“person”and“dignity,”iskeytounderstandingthemeaning
ofdemocracy,whichotherwisewouldnotrevealitsrealvalueinfull.
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57 Styczeń,Człowiekwpoluodpowiedzialnościzasiebie idrugich [Aman in the
fieldofresponsibilityforhimselfandothers],97.

58 Styczeń,Problemczłowiekaproblememmiłości [Humanproblem,loveproblem],140.
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FromtheruleoftruthtoSelf-Governance.
thePersonalisticFoundationsofDemocracy

accordingtotadeuszStyczeń

SUMMArY
thecentralideasthatorganizethethoughtoftadeuszStyczeńaretheperson
anditsdignity,aswellastheexperienceoftruth.theguidingprincipleofeth-
icalpersonalismthatheformulates,“thepersonofothersshouldbeaffirmed
asone’sown,thatis,fortheirownsake.”doesnotstopatthelevelofindivid-
ualisticethics,but is translated intosomefurther issuesofsocialethics.the
authorof thearticle attempts topresent andanalyze theassumptionswhich,
accordingtotadeuszStyczeń,constitutetheanthropologicalandethicalbasis
oftheorderofademocraticstate.ifdemocracyisnotjustamythandanempty
sloganonthelipsofpoliticians,itmustbecomeatoolfortheaffirmationofa
personforsocietiesfollowingitspaths—aself-governinghumansubjectwho
isopenboth toknowing the truthand toothers.FollowingStyczeń’scentral
ideasofpersonalism,theauthor’sdeliberationsaimatansweringthekeyques-
tionofdemocracy:What is theessenceandexpressionofbeingof thisself-
governinghumansubjectamongotherself-governinghumansubjects,andhow
doesitthentaketheshapeofdemocracy?

Keywords:person,dignity,truth,community
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