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   Introduction
 Chinese logicians in ancient times presupposed no fixed order in the world. Things are changing all the time. If this is true, then universal rules that aim to represent fixed order in the world for all time are not possible. Chinese logical reasoning instead foregrounds the element of time as now. Time, then, plays a crucial role in the structure of Chinese logic.
 To disclose the special structure of Chinese logic, I shall discuss the Later Mohist Canon and the works of some other philosophers in ancient China. The Later Mohist writings can be taken as a summary of logical rules and principles that guided the Chinese in the development of their arguments. Some comparative philosophers have studied this great classical text from different perspectives. For example, Chinese scholars such as Fung Yu-lan, Tan Jiepu, and Xu Xiyan try to use Aristotelian formal logic to explain many of the rules and principles in the Later Mohist Canon.1 In the West, comparative philosophers such as A. C. Graham and Chad Hansen have also made careful examinations of this great classical text. Graham produced a fine translation, with detailed commentary, of the Later Mohist Canon, and Hansen has attempted to explain this work from a linguistic standpoint. Nevertheless, it is my contention that the structure of Chinese logic still remains unclear. This is because a number of the rules and principles cannot be made to fit within an Aristotelian framework; these are indeed more than merely linguistic matters. Here, I shall use the concept of "subjective time" and the Leibnizian concept of "possible worlds" to analyze the structure of logic in the Later Mohist Canon and in the logical reasoning of other early Chinese philosophers.
 My proposal is that Chinese logic is structured in the present time or the time of the now. This time is subjective time and "spreads out" to more than one possible world. As indicated by one of the earliest definitions in the Later Mohist Canon, time was understood as a continuous flow of moments, which gives it an unavoidably subjective character. The moments in subjective time have no tense. They can exist in different possible worlds simultaneously. One evidence of this is that Chinese verbs have no particular tense. A possible world in the Chinese worldview is an open field. It opens for communication with the other possible worlds. Since Chinese logic was structured in subjective time, Chinese logicians had to deal with the relationship in not just in a single world but in more than one "possible world." "Possible world" is a key term in Leibnizian modal logic, according to which, a model for modal logic contains many "worlds," each with its own domain. [End Page 136] One can possibly be in one world or more than one world. Possibility and time play important roles in these worlds. I borrow this Leibnizian term despite enormous differences between Leibnizian modal logic and Chinese logic—communication among the possible worlds is allowed in Chinese logic but not in Leibnizian modal logic—because the term shows that Leibniz and Chinese logicians were moving in the same direction. In a particular possible world, rules in Chinese logic function only in the time of the now. The aim of Chinese logical reasoning is not to represent any universal truth, but to point out (zhi) a particular-world-related truth, or, in other words, the harmony of relations among particulars in a particular field at a single moment.
 Therefore, Chinese logic is a kind of conversational reasoning, that is, a form of reasoning that deals with the relations among particulars in a current practical context. During conversational reasoning, the achievement of harmony requires subjective participation guided by a common aesthetic sense. A valid Chinese logical argument represents only the beauty of harmony among kinds (lei) or possible worlds at a given moment. The harmony represented by Chinese logic brings to light a high level of aesthetic order in a world that is always changing. While Western traditional logic demonstrates the beauty of a rational world, Chinese traditional logic represents the beauty of a world that is undergoing...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Rent from DeepDyve] Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $16.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $29.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1529-1898
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0031-8221
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 136-152
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2006-01-03
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	