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  There are indications of a positive trend in education. International comparative investigations on academic achievement (Programme for International Student Assessment, PISA) and longitudinal studies on life courses prove the need for and the importance of children’s high intellectual knowledge. At the same time, new research initiatives and projects comply with the demand that aesthetic/cultural education1 be “more” than a marginal complement to intellectual education and instead be “fundamental for thinking and acting.”2 Aesthetic education is to provide soft skills, to shape children’s characters, and to improve their social competences, representing “the Other of school.”3 The text below deals with poetry for children. It argues that within the theory and practice of education, the historic and current discourse on poems for children links and challenges both desires: the need for intellectual and for emotional learning. According to Dieter Lenzen, modern pedagogy is based on the education theories and practices of the eighteenth century.4 The linguist, theorist, and optimist on education of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, Joachim Heinrich Campe, edited literary texts, but he also wrote poems and prose for children. Campe was a member of the philanthropists whose influence on Western education is still enormous. He is the first German pedagogue who systematically discussed the problems and the qualities of poems within educational settings. Emotional, soul-touching knowledge and intellectual, scientific knowledge are not incompatible in both his writing and his acting. Considered separately, they refer to the presence of what is absent, thus Campe does not favor or abandon aesthetics or science but reconciles them—in poetry. His Abeze- und Lesebuch, a book on poetry and on the theory of poetry in education, is an example of that, but its history also shows difficulties:5 to him poetry in education is not sentimental. It is neither a simple desideratum [End Page 14] nor a supplement to or a side stage of the professional educational daily routine that might develop children’s soft skills. It arouses and forces powerful energy. Thus, it requires responsibility, and Campe insistently asks any pedagogue for it.
 In this article, I will first introduce Gaston Bachelard’s theoretical concept of the relational nexus between scientific thinking and reverie he ascribes to poetry. In Bachelard’s view, poetry is the articulation of a special kind of experience that is not tangibly comprehensible with traditional scientific methods. According to him, exactly this experience is, and reflects an essential part of the real life. Then, I will discuss Campe’s concept of poetry with close reference to Bachelard. Finally, I will give examples of twentieth-century poetry that imply different variations of Campe’s request of the pedagogue’s responsibility and Bachelard’s idea of reverie/theory. These special kinds of ars poetica may reflect and encourage the current optimism in education and be inspiring for twenty-first-century ars paedagogica.
  I. Gaston Bachelard (1884–1962): Reverie
 Gaston Bachelard’s work can be read as a performance, in which a special presentation and analysis of social phenomena is produced by the connection of scientific knowledge and poetic expression.6 This connection is the main issue in his theory. According to Bachelard, scientific thinking is supported by supposedly objective understanding of the world and simultaneously produces it. It keeps distance from everyday ways of thinking and talking, and it creates new lines of thought and flexibility, taking advantage of crisis situations.7 Reverie is the world of utterly subjective feelings: “In a word the chiaroscuro of the psyche is reverie, a calm and calming reverie, faithful to its center, illuminated at the center, not crowding its contents but always overflowing a little, impregnating its penumbra with light. One sees clearly into himself, yet one dreams.”8 Reverie transforms imagination into spoken images, and this transformation becomes visible in poetry.9 The poetic image reinforces life and keeps it alive. It articulates something that evades the descriptive logic of the mind but that exists nonetheless: “Forces are manifested in poems that do not pass through the circuits of knowledge.”10 Poetry shows how to revolutionize imagination and...
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